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scramble to make cuts after Chancellor lops off a quarter point 

a&res at 


COUN BROWN 
and WUJL WALLACE. 

. Mortgage rites were '-cut; to 
their lowest levels for a cener- 


staleraents that the base rale cut 
was not. enough to make it 
drop mortgage rates further. 


A. 



• of householders l a • pre- 
Christmas boost, after the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarice, 
reduced ; interest ' rates by ,a 
qnartei’ ofoneper cent. . , T 

; . HaJUfejt^ BrttainV biggest 
; lender, led .th&.scrainble by 
bun^ng- societies to reduce 
. there fates Try armouncing that 
its bask;hc^Ioaniate w^be- 
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* ;J96fr, when: Eqgfonfl won the 
, Worm Clip . Xh e-decision cuts, 
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.. pfa ahnas t fr^yeafa - was ghr- 


sbe hoped thereductioos would 

- help boost the housing market: 

- “Homes are more aflbrdahletD- 
day than for many years. We be- 
rlieve that' a fate, reduction Win . 
. help increase . . : confidence. It . 

maynot be a coze, bat itshoakl 
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da ^T^ffiB^ n;lNoi1heni Rock. 
T3ris^^^tstai^ Norwich and 
' 1 i^tertJg^gh; The tiny New- 
buiySoo^f-ttampcd aBleuders 
^ drqj^ing-.its lrates even 
finihCT^to 729 per cent ' 

IQ Natiduwide'scase^its de-. 
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J S.Tper-catf . interest .jades by 
June next year. Presenting a 
nreted front, Mr paifce and Mr - 
George insisted that on this oc- 
caskm thent had been no dis- 
agreement about policy. The 
-detasfon to. cut by a quarter- 
point had been recommended 


Chancellor. . ", • 

\ The pnly issue at the month- 
Jy!;mooetaiy meeting was 
wfcetijerto-go for a' quarter or 
-a half pir cent cut” said -Mr 
Garktv'Tn the endthere were 
pretty decisive aramehtsfora 
quarter per cent. . . . 

Rflowirtg the release of up- 


beat figures on unemployment 
and the state of the high street, 
• the Chancellor said he had ar- 
rived at the meeting believing 
the smaller reduction in inter- 
est rates was the right one. 
•Other arguments counselling 
caution, he said, were the ex- 
change rate, which was close to 
its alMime low, and the strong 
1 rate of monetary growth. 

The ^ tThiaririrfl fw - si gnalled that 
any farther reductions were 
likely to be on a similar scale. 
Mr Clarke said that in an envi- 
ronment of low inflation, he was 
influenced “by the belief that we 
should move in quarter rather 
than half a per cent steps.” 

Mr George said the Bank's 
recommendation stemmed 
from achange in its view about 
- inflation. “The odds have 
moved in favour of reaching the 
inflation target of 25 per cent 
or less and on that basis we 
proposed a quarter per cent 
reduction." 

However, some City analysts 
expressed scepticism. “The sus- 
picion is, that despite today’s 
statements,- the Rank would 
have preferred not to cut rates 
yet but have been overruled,” 
said Michael Sanadecs, ecootfc 
utist at Salomon Brothers. 

Tory MPs were disappointed 
that the cut was not bigger, but 
saidit could help to restore the 
fed-good factor over Christmas, 
if it was followed by more cuts. 

. “I don’t think it is enough by 
itself lio sustain the Chancellor's 
growth forecast I shall be look- 
ing for further cuts of a quar- 
ter per cent,” said John 
Tbwnend, chairman of the Ttay 
backbench finance commit- 
tee.The Chancellor needed to 
ensure there was enough room 
in the Budget next year to pro- 
vide pre-election tax cuts. 



Eddie George and Kenneth Clarke yesterday 
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Boy dies after shuttle between hospitals 


eve** 



PETER VICTOR * 

Ttao NHS trusts pro mised a 
~ foil inquire into the caseofalO- 
- year-old.bqy who died with a 
brain haemorrhage after being 
shutiledbe tween fourhospitals. 

.Nicholas Geidard, was 
moved between three hospitals 
m Gredler Manchester before 
being driven 45 miles through 
a snowstorm to a fourth m 
Leeds. By the time a scan con- 
firmed the haemorrhage, doc- 
tors were unaMe.to save hhn. ; 
Nicholas, from Offertoh, 

__ Stockport, collapsed last Thurs- 

Nicholas Getdard: ‘Nightmare’ ; dXy and was taken to Stockport 


Infirmaiy. His mother, Cath, 

. said it took 20 minutes for an 
amlmlaiu^toarrive.Attjbehos- 
. fatal he was seen by a muse, but 
not a doctor, die claimed. Mrs 
Geidard said a decision was tak- 
en to give Nicholas a scan at 
Stepping Hill Hospital 
However, the ambulance 
transfer took an hour and be- 
cause the scanner at Stepping 


5pm, when Nicholas got there, 
it was closed. Doctors decided 
tb cany out the scan next day, 
but when the boy’s condition de- 
teriorated It became dear they 
could not wait He was given a 


scan at Hope Hospital, also in 
Greater Manchester, which 
confirmed slow bleeding was 
putting pressure on his brain. 

An operation was vital. Bui 
then doctors hit another snag - 
no paediatric intensive care 
beds available. The only avail- 
able bed was at Leeds Gener- 
al, 45 miles away. When, 
Nicholas reached there, after an 
ambulance drive through a 
snowstorm, he was dead. 

Mrs Geidard said: “We are 
very, veiy angry. You put your 
life in the hands of the health 
service yet Nicholas was fatal- 
ly let down. This shouldn't 


happen ever again. It was a 
nightmare.” 

Ann Coffey, Labour MP for 
Stockport, echoing Labours 
caD for a Department of Health 
inquiry, said: “There are two se- 
rious issues. One is why a very 
expensive scanner paid for by 
public subscription is not avail- 
able after 5pm, and second is 
the unavailability of intensive 
care beds. “In the north-west we 
have some very fine hospitals, 
very fine doctors and very good 
facilities. But if because of the 
way the internal market 
operates you can’t use these fa- 
cilities, it raises questions 


about planning and the use 
of resources, i want this to he 
investigated at a very high 
level." 

Stockport Healthcare NHS 
Trust and Stockport Acute Ser- 
vices NHS Trust said in a joint 
statement: “This is a distressing 
set of circumstances in which 
every effort was made by trusts 
to avoid the ultimately tragic 
outcome. We offer our deepest 
sympathy to the family of 
Nicholas Geidard.” The trusts 
said a “full inquiry" would be 
held. Preliminary inquiries had 
indicated that “good clinical 
practice was observed”. 


Mafor’s EU warning : 

John Major is to issue a tough 
warofogafthe^Tniceaf error” 
if the£U rejects his plan for 

as^^curre^- °”?iage'Z- 

Road Jo rufcE : 

tfae^j^^Xpdosive road ever 
built, in Britain, the £360m 
Limehowe; Liafc, -was fiercely 
critkd^i^MP& Cage 5 

CMnesecfissicieiTC JaBed 

Chiiw'sleadiBg prcKdeqnqcracy 

dissident, Wn Jingsheng. was 


Private schooling ‘has Christmas bonuses 
little effect on success’ P 8 ^ ™ platinum 


JUDITH JUDD 

- Ecfocation Editor 
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Efcrents who psyibr private ed- 
ucation to hem their children iro 
the soehdlaater afapfPbabJy 

wasting tbeirtoon ey, aexarding 

Research^^^^us^^UniT 
vefaxty baasd onl7,000 people 
shows private schocdipg has 
little or ho effect on^xsople’i 
.eventual: dassorjobpro^iecK. 

The 18-montb ^mr,funded 
tytiKEcandmwandStki^Re- 
seanhCbuncil,^hk^ 
ity.isty.far.themost Important 
mfhteno^nsn^^ in life. . 

. . . Jt is three tizncsnsfoiportani 
as ^parental class in predicting 
■wbrah sbdal : class. someone 
will reach as an adult, and five 
.times as powerful ns. private 
edneatibo-' L : : 


. in some cases, the study says, 
die relatioDship between private 
'education and job prospects is 
negligible. 

The research is the latest con- 
tribution tpthe debate about the 
role of IQ and social back- 
ground in determining life 
charges. 

■, Professor Peter Saunders, 
the researcher, based his find- 
ings on a statistical analysis of 
. the National Oiild Develop- 
ment Sttndy,. which has been 
monitoring the lives of 17,000 
.peopfe -b^ m one week in ; 
* 1958-Thwi educational attain- 
ment and.' progress were 
checked at 7, 11, 16, 23 and, 
most recently, at 33 . 

Ability was measured by ver- 
bal and non 7 verba] reasoning 
tests at 11 (similar to IQ tests) 
and chfifikwl against maths and 


reading test scores at 7, 1 1 and 
16. 

Professor Saunders said: 
“The only strong effect of pri- 
vate education I can find is that 

it gives people a greater level of 

confidence at 16. It doesn't 
have any appreciable effect on 
exam success." 

Sixteen -year-olds who went 
to private schools had higher as- 
. pirations and expectations 
about their future than those 
who did noL They were more 
likely to want to stay on at 
school and to go to university. 

The analysis confirmed that 
children of parents in pnofes- 
. sional, managerial and admin- 
istrative grades (social classes 1 
and 2) had three times the 
chance of reaching these 


TURN TO PAGE 2 


NIGEL COPE 

Britain’s City traders and mer- 
chant bankers have found a new 
bole in the tax system: bonus- 
es paid in the rare metals of plat- 
inum sponge and rhodium. 

These are the latest in a 
string of innovative measures 
designed to prevent the City's 
big-hitters from paying Na- 
tional Insurance contributions 
on their bonuses. They have 
tried it with gold, diamonds, fine 
wines and even racehorses but 
found their measures stamped 
on by the Government. 

This year, tax experts say 
several "institutions will pay 
bonuses in platinum sponge, the 
pure, powder form of the met- 
al used in the manufacture of 
catalytic converters. Others wOl 
be paid in arsenic sponge or 
rhodium. With some City 


bonuses expected to top £Im 
and with National Insurance 
contributions set at about 10 per 
cent, there is a lot at stake. 

It works like this. If employ- 
ees receive a bonus of £100,000, 
they will not take delivery of 10 
jars of platinum sponge. They 
will be given a cerlificaie saying 
the platinum has been bought 
and that the dealer awaits in- 
structions. Unless the worker 
has a desire to hoard the pow- 
der, which is 99.95 per cent pure 
platinum, it will be sold. 

One accountant said: “I 
know some bonuses are being 
paid in platinum sponge. But 
the bigger bonuses cannot be 
paid in this way as they would 
exhaust the supply." 

The Department of Social Se- 
curity has been getting tough on 
bonus payments saying they 
should be taxed as earnings. 


Europe plan 
for ban on 
veal crates 
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KATHERINE BUTLER 

Brussels 

The European Commission wOl 
tomorrow propose a Europe- 
wide ban on the raising of veal 
calves in crates. 

But, in a substantial conces- 
sion to veal-producing coun- 
tries, farmers already in the veal 
business will be allowed to use 
crates for up to 12 yeara. Cam- 
paigners are expected to reject 
this transition period as far too 
long. 

None the less, the Brussels 
move represents a consider- 
able victory for public protests 
- particularly in Britain - 
against a farming method 
viewed by animal welfare cam- 
paigners as barbaric. The pro- 
posal also represents a victory 
for the former Secretary of 
Slate for Agriculture. William 
WaJdegraverwho lobbied for ac- 
tion at European level. 

Scientists and veterinary ex- 
perts, asked to study the evi- 
dence, have recommended the 
Europe-wide baa, which Britain 
now hopes will help end 
protests against live animal 
exports to the continent. Veal 
crates have been outlawed in the 
UK since 1990. 

According to the proposal, 
which will be put to EU agri- 
culture ministers next week, it 
will be illegal from 1998 for 
fanners to start using crates for 
the first time. To allow produc- 
ers time to adapt to other rear- 
ing metbods. existing holdings 
can continue to use individual 
pens until the erid of 2007. 

The proposed ban faces bit- 
ter opposition from the French, 
who are the biggest veal pro- 
ducers in the EU. Of the 6 
million calves raised in crates in 
Europe. 80 per cent are in 
France. There are no plans to 
proride cash compensation to 
farmers, according to a draft of 
the Commission proposal, seen 
by the Independent. 

The French have the support 
of Italy but will not have enough 
votes in the Council of Minis- 
ters to block the measure, which 


IF*, ?•*. • 
} 


can be decided by majority 
vote. Commission officials are 
confident of majority approval. 

The producers say that 
cramped timber crates to re- 
strict the calves' movement 
and a diet of milk-feed, are re- 
quired if veal eaters are to get 
the tender white meat they ex- 
pect. Meal turns redder and 
tougher if the animals are al- 
lowed to exercise. Scientists, 
however, have concluded that 
it is abnormal and cruel to de- 
prive calves of “social interac- 
tion", of space for normal 
movements and some roughage 
in their diet. 

EU officials dismissed in- 
dustry warnings that the market 
for veal will collapse or that the 
price of beef, already hit by the 
“mad cow disease" scare, will 
plummet if the ban is approved. 
“The market for veal will still be 
there. The French and Italians 
may just have to get used to rosy 
veal for a change” said one 
Brussels official. 

Crates, which, like battery 
hen cages, are a typical feature 
of intensive farming, are of ne- 
cessity tiny to restrict movement, 
prevent muscle development 
and stop calves grazing on any- 
thing other than the milk they 
are led. 

According to one expert, the 
system induces a type of 
anaemia in the animals. But 
supporters including represen- 
tatives of the feed industry 
claim the calves are humanely 
treated, arc fed and watered 
carefully and are not in pain or 
misery. 

Thousands of people took 
part in peaceful protests this 
year - in sharp contrast to an- 
imal rights extremists who 
blockaded ferry ports and 
fought with police - to try to 
persuadeMr Waldegrave to take 
action. 

Demonstrators marched 
slowly in front of Jony loads of 
sheep, ministers were sent par- 
cel bombs through the post 
and internecine rivalry broke 
out between rival groups of 
animal rights campaigners. 
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Major in EU plea over single currency 


DONALD MACINTYRE 

Political Editor 

John Major will tomorrow issue 
a slem warning to his European 
counterparts about the “price of 
error*’ that will be paid by the 
EU if it fails to sign up for his 
proposal for an in-depth study 
of the impact of a single curreaxy 
on the community as a whole. 
The Prime Minister will press 


his case far EU finance minis- 
ters to conduct a study - be- 
tween now and the end of 1996 
-of the potential impact of mon- 
etary union on economic rela- 
tions between those countries 
inside and outside a single cur- 
rency, and on the planned en- 
largement of the community. 

While the likelihood is that 
the EU Council in Madrid will 
back the proposal, Mr Major 


has gone out of his way to em- 
phasise the importance he at- 
taches to the study. 

He has told colleagues that 
without it the EU could be 
sleepwalking towards the 
biggest change in the European 
economy since the Gold Stan- 
dard, without proper consider- 
ation of the consequences. 

Mr Major's line for the 
Madrid summit emerged as a 


Euro-sceptic parliamentary re- 
volt loomed for next Tuesday 
over tonnage quotas agreed 
under the ELTs Common Fish- 
eries Policy 12 months ago. 
The eight farmer whipless 

Euro- rebels plan a Commons 
amendment challenging the 
agreement and seeki ng with- 
drawal from the CFP. 

A more potent threat will 
face the Government if Labour 


can secure any Tory backbench 
support for an amendment of 
Its own which will strongtycrit- 
irise the fisheries affleementbut 
stop far short of demanding 
withdrawal from the policy. 

Gavin Strang, the shadow 
Agriculture Minister, claimed 
last night that the quotas agree- 
ment had been a “disaster Bran 
the standpoint of the UK fish- 
ing industry", and called on Tray 


MPs with fishing constituencies 
to back Labour’s amendment 

Although Eurchscepticswill 
be be encouraged by Mr Major’s 
demand fw an inquiry into the 
single currency’s impact, the 
move wOl not alter agreement 
ton timetable which leaves fol- 
ly open the possibility that a core 
of countries wOl stiD go ahead 
with a single currency in 1999. 

Moreover, it will be regard- 


jljlllinvnat IIMUftM 

ty thaTt&c pro-European Ken- 
neth Clarke is to be one of those 
conducting the study. 

Although the. Chancellor 
shares Mr Major's concerns 
about the need for V 


scrutiny , of arrangements 
monetary union,. tie has made 
dear his forceful opposition K 
Britain ruling out joining a sin 
gle currency. 


MPs told of 
£2bn housing 
benefit fraud 


NICHOLAS TIMMINS 

Public Policy Editor 

Up to £2bn a year of housing 
benefit is being claimed fraud” 
ulently, MPs were told yester- 
day by the council officials who 
investigate benefit claims. 

Official calculations that 
fraud and abuse may amount to 
8 to 10 percent of ttie £L2bn bill 
for housing and council tax 
benefit are serious under-esti- 
mates, Andrew Webster, coor- 
dinator of the Local Authority 
Investigation Officers Group, 
told the Commons Social Se- 
curity Committee. “The real lev- 
el could be double that," He told 
MPs as investigators said they 
believe housing benefit fraud 
was being used to fixed thug op- 
erations and other criminal ac- 
tivities and as the committee 
was told that benefit cheques 
had been found redirected to 
Cyprus and other countries by 
organised gangs. 

But mutual suspicion be- 
tween local authorities and the 
Benefits Agency was hampering 
fraud investigation, and local au- 
thorities face serious legal and 
other difficulties in prosecuting 
the guilty. MPs were told 

“The myth that benefit fraud- 
sters are those just trying to get 
a few extra pounds for a slight- 
ly higher standard of living to 
raise them off poverty is not, in 
general terms, accurate,” the in- 
vestigators told the commit- 
tee. Though some fitted that 
description, most were “moti- 
vated by greed, not desperation. 


“Some fraudsters are edu- 
cated, middle-class and articu- 
late, regarding benefit fraud as 
a victimless crime. These peo- 
ple use their knowledge and 
contacts to set up complex 
frauds, often difficult to detect 
and onerous to investigate. The 
cash is used to fund a more af- 
fluent lifestyle.” 

That was particularly true in 
the shire areas outside the big 
cities to which those running or- 
ganised frauds were tending to 
move, regarding the smaller 
authorities as softer targets. 
“Organised fraud is milking 

the system of milli ons of pounds 

through fictitious claims and 
property rings.” 

The investigators listed 20 dif- 
ferent forms of housing fraud, 
from claimants amply not liv- 
ing at the address for which they 
were claiming to collusion with 
landlords, c laiming in three or 
four different local authority ar- 
eas, or landlords moving some- 
times fictitious tenants in and 
out so fast that keeping track of 
claims becomes impossible. 

The current incentive 
scheme, which penalises local 
authorities that do not make 
minimum benefit savings is 
“simply scratching the surface,” 
the MPs were told 
As Rank Field, the commit- 
tee's chairman, said the com- 
mittee aimed to put fraud “right 
at the top of the political agen- 
da" in its report, Mr Webster 
called for minimum standards 
for fraud investigation across lo- 
cal authorities. 


Private education *is 
not always better’ 


FROM PAGE 1 

by the time they were 33 as chil- 
dren bora to parents with semi- 
skilled or unskilled jobs (social 
classes 4 and 5). 

But Prof Saunders challenges 
the view that the success of the 
farmer is based on class or at- 
tendance at private schools. 
Ability is what counts. 

He said: “The evidence in- 
dicates that recruitment into the 
middle classes is much more 
meritocratic than generally be- 
lieved. If you want to predict 
where a child will end up on the 
social ladder, you can make a 
reasonable prediction on the ba- 
sis of just three pieces of infor- 
mation - ability, educational 
motivation and qualifications.” 

Prof Saunders is now re- 
searching other issues that 


might affect class and occupa- 
tion such as personality, peer 
group pressure and social net- 
works. 

■ Girts axe offered far fewer 
opportunities to play sport af- 
ter school than boys, according 
to a report published today. The 
schools inspection body, O fet- 
ed, says that although most 
schools are committed to equal 
opportunities, boys taking part 
in sports outside lessons out- 
number girls by two or three to 
one. The report on physical ed- 
ucation and sport in schools 
adds that there are too few fe- 
male games teachers and oth- 
er women staff give them too 
little support The study, based 
on visits to 86 schools, adds that 
well-managed competitive sport 
helps pupils’ social and moral 
education. 



Dr Judith Sharpey-Schafer being comforted by her husband, Robin, after tetHng how she witnessed Dr Anthony Inwald being stabbed 

Labour flaying politics on knives’ 


JOHN RENTOULand 
JASON BENNETTO 

Michael Howard, the Home 
Secretary, yesterday accused 
Labour of playing “petty party 
politics” over his plan to tight- 
en the law on the carrying of 
knives in the wake of the mur- 
der of headteacher Philip 
Lawrence, who was stabbed 
outside his school. 

Mr Howard announced that 
the Government would sup- 
porta Private Member's Bill in- 
troduced yesterday by the 
Conservative MP Lady Olga 
Maitland, which would allow 
police to arrest anyone canying 


a knife without needing a war- 
rant, and to raise the maximum 
penalty to six months’ jail. 

Jack Straw, Labour home 
affairs spokesman, said he sup- 
ported the Bill but that it was 
too little, too late. Continuing 
Labour's attempt to outflank 
the Government as tough on 
crime, he repeated his demand 
for even longer jail sentences 
and more restrictions on the sale 
of knives. 

Mr Howard told BBC Radio 
4’s Today programme: “There 
are some people who wfll play 
petty party pohtics in almost any 
circumstances.” He accused 
Labour of having invented its 


demand for controls on the 
sale of knives in the coarse of 
Tuesday. Mr Straw retorted lat- 
er that Labour had tried to 
amend the 1994 Criminal Jus- 
tice Act to control the mail 
order sale of knives. 

An inquest into the death of 
Pfrffip Lawrence heard yester- 
day mat the headmaster, a 48- 
year-old father of four, died on 
Saturday, eight horns after be- 
ing stabbed m Archest outside 
St George's Roman Catholic 
School in M&ida \fale. west 
London. 

Dpt Supt Brian. Edwards, 
whajkhesdfflg the favestigatian, 
told the hearing: are treat- 


ing his death as murder and 
have set up an inquiry to find 
the people responsible. Wfe are 
not yet m a postion to proffer 
charges." The inquest ad- 
journed. 

Meanwhile, a woman was 
remanded in custody fora week 
when she app ea led m court yes- 
terday charged over the stabbing 
of a doctor in his surgery. 

Maria Caseizo, of Holloway, 
north London, was’ charged 
with causing grievous bodfly 
harm following an incident in- 
volving Anthony Inwald, 59, 
who was stabbed, and another 
doctor, Judith Sharpey-Schafer, 
at a HoDoway medical centre. 


Ms Caseiro was accompanied 
by a Portuguese interpreter at 
the hearing before Highbury 
Corner magistrates. No appli- 
cation for tail was made. She is 
due to appear in the court on 
IS) December. 

■ A police officer was 
stabbed by a man as be attended 
a domestic dispute in Ousted, 
near Chester-le-Street. County 
Durham. PC Peter Walsh, 35. 
needed surgery and a 10-pint 
Mood tiansrason after the at- 
tack. Another officer was 
slashed across the face with a 
long-bladcd Bowie knife by the 
man, in his 20s, who was later 
arrested. 


Head fails to ban intruders from school 


WILL BENNETT 

Laws protecting schools from 
intruders were condemned as 
inadequate by an angiy head- 
master yesterday after he failed 
to get an interim injunction to 
ban a group of teenagers from 
his school. 

John Gribble, headmaster 
of Bratton Woods Community 
School, in Peterborough, Cam- 
bridgeshire, was told by a coun- 
ty court judge that any 
injunction which he granted 
would not be enforceable. 

“The court’s decision illus- 
trates the inadequacy of current 
legislative arrangements for the 
protection of schools from in- 


trusion," said Mr Gribble, two 
of whose pupils have been 
threatened or attacked in the 
past three weeks. 

He said that he remained 
“determined to deal with those 
mischief-makers who seek to to 
disrupt our school” and that he 
would be demanding a tight- 
ening up of the law to deal with 
the problem. 

The controversy at Bratton 
Woods comes as the murder of 
Philip Lawrence, headmaster 
of St George’s Roman Catholic 
School in Makta Vile, west Lon- 
don, last Friday has heightened 
concerns about school security. 

Mr Gribble took court action 
because he felt he was power- 


less to act against a group of 
teenagers who have been caus- 
ing trouble at the scfaooL Three 
weeks ago a pupfl was threat- 
ened by some youths inside 
the school. That incident was 
not sufficiently serious to war- 
rant police action and officers 
bad advised that the school 
take a civil action. Mr Gribble 
said: “In the case of certain 
named individuals, they said 
that if we could get a court or- 
der preventing them from en- 
tering the grounds, they could 
be arrested if they did so.” 

But on Monday, as the school 
prepared for yesterday’s hear- 
ing at Peterborough County 
Court, two youths burst into a 


classroom and attacked a 14- 
year-old pupil. T\vo youths, 
aged 15 and 16, have been 
charged, one with assault and 
the other with criminal damage. 

Yesterday the school sought 
an injunction banning three 
named teenagers, including the 
two charged after Monday's 
incident, from the school but 
Judge Angus Macarthur ruled 
that any mhmctioa he granted 
would not be enforceable. 

He deckled that the three, all 
former pupils at the school, 
could not be jailed because 
they were too young and could 
not be fined because they had 
no independent income. He 
said: “These injunctions would 


be be toothless and should not 
be granted. I do not think it is 
appropriate for this court to 
make an order where there is 
a likelihood of a breach and in 
the case of a breach this court 
would have no powers to act." 

Mr Gribble said: “The police 
seem to be underpowered to 
deal with situations like this and 
that is an area which needs to 
be examined.” Acting Superin- 
tendent David Hankins, of Pe- 
terborough police, said that 
people causing a nuisance in 
schools could 'be charged and 
fined under the Local Govern- 
ment (Miscellaneous Provi- 
sions) Act but there was no 
power of arrest under the Act 



Hs 


managing director 


The Royal Philharmonic Or- 
chestra has sacked ils managing 
dfcwUHvPnul Findlay, and head 
of public relations, Ewcn Bal- 
four, citing “irreconcilable 
problems’’. 

L rad Menuhin, president of 
the RPO, said yesterday : “I am 
very sorry that circumstances 
have dictated a change in the or- 
chestra's management, hut 1 
have every confidence that the 
chairman ’and board's determi- 
nation to secure the financial and 
artistic future of this great 
orchestra will undoubtedly 
succeed. “Neither of the two 

sadked men was available for 
comment last night. 

Hope for lost Ben 

Chris and Eddie Needham, the 
grandparents of missing toddler 
Ben Needham, plan to travel to 
northern Greece on the slim 
hope that a blond-haired gyp- 
sty hoy living 50 miles from Sa- 
lonika could be him. The boy is 
abom six -the age Ben. who dis- 
appeared in July 1W1. would be 
new - anti Greek authorities say 4 
they are prepared to cany out 
DNA tests if they feel he might 
be Ben. Ben’s mother. Kerry, of 
Sheffield, said she could not tell 
from a video if it was her son. 

Harrods blackmailed 

Detectives were questioning two 
men about a blackmail threat 
made to Harrods which at- 
tempted to force London's best - 
known department store to hand 
over up to £5m- The blackmail- 
ers fold the Knigbtsbridge store 
that unless the money was paid 
they would release mice into the 
six food halls during the pre- 
Christmas period. 

Killer was on leave 

A man was jailed for life at the 
Old Bailey yesterday for the 
“brutal" murder of a Swiss au 
pair while he was on home 
leave from a jail term in Low- 
estoft for a similar offence. 
Suschiia Jungfalut. 20, had re- 
cently arrived in England when 
she met Darren Smith. 28, at a 
disco in Dunstable. Bedford- 
shire. She was beaten, sexually 
assaulted and strangled with her 
own tights. 

Winston Churchill MP 
An apology 

In an article that appeared in 
the Independent on 1 May this 
year Winston S Churchill MP 
was quoted as having told the * 
Sunday Tones that the exprcs- f 
^ion df interest by the UniveT- w 
shy oflbxas and other potential 
overseas buyers in the pur- 
chase of the Churchill Archive 
“was an a gambit to squeeze the 
Government for the best deaf. 

We accept that he did mn in feet 
utter those words or anything 
like them, and apologise for 
wrongly attributing this state- 
ment to him. 
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Judge attacks Howard’s 
‘two strikes and out’ 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Lord Lane became the latest se- 
nior judge to attack the Home 
Secretary Michael Howard in tbe 
developing dash between the 
Government and the judiciary. 

The former Lord Chief Jus- 
tice broke his public silence to 
warn that automatic life sen- 
tences for relatively minor sex 
offenders would lead to a grow- 
ing unrest in jails, forcing prison 
authorities to waste money on 
increasing security. 

Lord Lane, who since his re- . 
tirement three years ago has be*- 
-come a trustee of the Prison 
Reform Trust, warns in a mag- 
azine article that Michael 
Howard with his “law and or- 



_ difficult balance between pun- 
ishment on one hand and re- ■ 
habilitation on the other." 

The dispute erupted when Mr, 
Howard announced his plans to 
the Hot conference in October. 
Lord Taylor, the present Lord- 
Chief Justice, issued a sfaterient' 
vfthin an hour tosay he thought 
the Home Secretary wa&wrong 
to takcawaffroni judgesihe dis- 
cretion to sentence according to . 
individua] circumstances. Crun- 
inals were deterred by fear of 


Uwd Lane: Warns of 

'Increased unrest* fn jalte . 

getting caught, not long sen- 
tences, he said. 

Recognising the seriousness 
of the constitutional crisis, oth- 
er serving judges have remained 
sflent, but Lord Donaldson, 
former Master of the Rolls, has 
described the Government as 
“demotic", and even Lord 
Madcay, the Lord Chancellor, 
has said he thought Mr Howard . 
*OuidJiave to think again. Oth- 
er oninislers have weighed in 
with anonymous attacks accus- 
ing judges of bias against the 
Government injudicial reviews. 

Writing in the latest issue of 
the barristers’ journal, Counsel, 



Lord Lane, who was a senior 
judge for 12 years until 1992, 
said the Home Secretary should 
have considered the experi- 
ence of the United States, 
where mandatory life sentences 
for repeat offenders, -the “three 
strikes and 
has overt 
offenders 
relatively 
He writes: 
retaiy said a 
‘Anyone 
and time of a 
sexual offence Should 
automatic sentence 
prisonment 7 . That 
and a mandatory fife si 
The effect on inmates j 
alike of such* a programme 
scarcely needs explaining: in- 
creased unrest, increasedsecu- 
rity on one hand; less tuno and 
lew money awflablc for edu- 
cation and remedial worked the 
other.** . ' *"' 

He suggest* that Labour’s 
shadow Home(Secretaryfe*lso 
guilty of playirfe the tew and or- 
der card. “AUfoofitical parties 
claim .. . (hat riven the chance 
they will impbsc longer sen- 
tences and aj h&rsher prison 
regime, thereby, the reasoning 
goes, reducing the number of 
crimes committed." 
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Sara Thornton appeal: Woman who stabbed husband to death gets new hearing after fresh medical evidence 

Retrial for murder case ‘battered wife’ 


HEATHS? MILLS 

Home AffaireCone^owJwti}’. 

Sara Thornton,- a cause cetibte 
for battered women, is' to ftyy 
a retrial after the -Court of 
Appeal yesterday^juashed her 
five year-old conviction for 
murd ering • 

violent husband , -* 

The appeal judges- decided . 
that fresh medical evidence 
showing MisTb<MBton was suf- 
feribg.£ram. ^battered woman 
syndrome" and'had a person- 
ality disorder. ^ the- time that 
she plunged almtemfo her bus- 
band should be put toajirry. - 
Mrs Thornton-, who had 
served sis years of a fife sentence 
after losing a - first "appeal-, m 
1991, has. been granted bail 
pending n rtesytijafib take place 
m Bi rmingham nest year.- 
- The jodges had .been asked 
t(> reduce her murder txravictitm 
to manslaughter on the grounds 
that she -had been provoked by 
her husband’s behaviour- and 
that her “vulnerable'’ person- 
ality made her more likely to 
snap in the face of his iu snlis 
and threats. ... 

Lord Taylor, the Lord Chief 
Justice said: “We-are firmly of 
the view that the question of 
whether die appellant did lose 
or may have t^hersetf-con- 
trol at the time of this killing is 
. essentially a matter for a juiy.to ’ 
decide. It isnot for ns.'’ • 
Overruling her lawyers’ 
daims that a new trialrnay be - 
prejudiced by the huge amount 
of pubfidly her. case has gen- 
erated, Loi^T&^OT sam He 
was confidents firesh jury “will- 
be able fairiy to try the case sole- - 
iy on dieevidence they hear 1 '.. - 
Mrs Thornton/ 38, hacT 

plun ged ^ Htt-hffn tnirfe mfn htrr ~ 

nusband Malcohn as be lay in ' 
drunken stupor at thedr honie * 
in AlherStop Whrwk±shire,in - 
June 1989 r after dto claimed he 
had called her a vtopre mid' 
threatened to tfll her. V- ■ -0 


• Her faded appeal, 17 months 
" later, was the first in a series of 
high profile cases which placed 
■' domestic violence and ' law 
reform on the political aganHa 
and auestioned the defences 
, available to women who Hi) 
violent partners - particularly 
'• provocation. It was aigued that 
the need to prows a “sudden and 
tenqtonuy^loss of control did 
-not take account of any period 
of time in which a defendant’s 
emotions could shxrply “boil 
over"! '. ' 

V BuLyesterd^LoKi'E^or cn- ’ 
derfined the law saying that even 
women suffering from battered 
. women’s syndrome still needed 
. to prove a sudden Jo® of con- " 
trol. However, he added that 
_ sjnpe Mis Thomtdn'sfiist&ifed 
...appeal, the law had been clar- 
ified to ensure that the jury had ■ 

' to conadex a defendants men- 
tal state when deciding whether 
ormot they had lost control: 
“We condnde-that the fresh 
evidence and, the darificafionof 
: the law cast doubt upon the ba? . 
as of rhe jury’s verdict in this 
case, We cannot therefore be 
sure thattoevertoctissafeand 
- satisfactory,” he said: - 
-. .The judge said : that Mrs 
: Thondon’s lifehad been punc- 
tuated by a series of “problems 
* andimhappy incidents” caused 
. by herpersqnalhy disorder, in- 
. eluding a number of suicide at- 
tempts, by slashing her. wrists, . 
cuttn^-her. throat and taking an 
■ overdose. • V" .. ’• • . . : •' 

: iiShel^hCTfifStlnKb^nd, tak- 
ing their daughter Luisa, be- 

_ hahTft^ 

eyeh before her marri age to 
;MaJcplm : ThornfoDr m ; August. 
1988 ii was dear he had a seri- 
ous drink problem. V i - 
P - -It was a stonpy 'marriage. 
There woe angry scenes when . 
he' was drunk and he used vio- 
jence,~said Lord Thylor. 

•/’. Mrs Thornton had denied 
threatening ! o lull her husband 
shortly before Ins dhatfr and had- 
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Judgment day: Sara Thornton, second right, arriving at the Court Of Appeal yesterday with friends and supporters 


told .police that she only in- 
tended to frighten her husband 
with the knife. 

Lord Thylor said the single 
stab wound penetrated deeply 
through to the back of the 


ribcage. At her trial, she main- 
tained the stabbing was an ac- 
cident and her lawyers claimed 
that she had acted out of di- 
minished responsibility. 

After the hearing, Mrs 


Thornton left court without 
comment, on bail set at £10.000. 

niter Nadel, home affairs edi- 
tor for ITN who is making a 
documentary about the case for 


Channel 4. ITN put out a state- 
ment yesterday stressing that 
she was acting in a personal 
capacity. 

One of Malcolm Thornton’s 
son’s, Stuart, said of the deri- 


Ph olograph: John Voos 

sion to hold a retrial: “The bot- 
tom line is our dad died six years 
ago and we are still going 
through it all today. It s not fair 
on us, it wouldn't be fair on any 
family.” 




as 


MJUBAfQE JMAfStHiALJ)^ 
and n4V|p;R»«»N& >/-' • 

nV l^l^BBC^tifeaart- 

Graj^Tjrix races from 1997. -' ; 
BBC jreacted.widh - oatward-' 

underwhichJW wfll broadcast 
all lb Graik&Prix five oh Son-' . 
days eachseascHi, togetherwifii- 
aJu^ifigtitsp roffl a m me. Anew 
show will feature the build-up 
.to eachrace,inciudlng covfei^ : 

; nvtSthed^wifo 

theFbnnulaOne Qmaroctors. 
AsscxaatkHLltmtthdpfiHagacp 
left on Sunday afternoons by its 
loss to BSb^B of lhe Endsfeigh; 
League soccer coverage. " . ‘;/ 

ing amp f OTincy JoiUowing hot_ 
on ih e beefe of pur rccent ac- - 
quisifiOHOftheEA. Crip Fhka," 
said Marcus Plantm^ITV ffet-’ 
work <£natiy.“Wbmvware 


'feted eweotsof this cal&re, we 
-'ih^erid besstati^^mappiHg 

? ‘ The dial w^TOndu ded with 
tbe.Formula One Constructors 
Association. Benrie Ecdestone, 
'1tt:preSident sSM: "Tte agree- 
mentrea)3ied wito ITV asaires 
more Formula One and. ino- . 
' toaSpcirtawrage in the UK.” 
.> But BBC insiders felt be- 
jtrayed by. the deal, which was 
agreed behind hs back in four 
#seis: ?3he Grand Prix season 
: is very nnportant part of our 
; ^>orts coverage. Tb Ipse it is a 
■ very big ’blow,'’ said orfe. " 

• ‘ The battle over sjjoris rights 
is becoming increaangly firen- 
zied in the li^it of Sfy’s sus- 
tained poaching- This latest 
deal illu&rates nys policy of 
cherry-picking big spotting 
:.cyemts m an attempt to main- 
-tam coverage. 

. In Jnlyit bought the rights to 
the l999 Rngby Union Weald 
; Cup and two weeks ago ITV 
-bought the eadusive Eve rights 


to the FA Cup from 1997. It is 
thought to have . paid about 
ffiOmforthe Grand Prix deal 
— thought tobe almost 10 times 
more annually for the rights 
than the BBC paid when it 
signed its last deal in 3993. 

. The loss marks the end of an 
era for the BBC. It has covered 
the races in its Grand Prix pro- 
gramme since 1977, but has fea- 
tured Grands Prix since 1953. 

Yesterday the BBC was at- 
tempting to contact the com- 
mentator Murray Vfolker in an 
attempt to let him know of the 
loss but it said it was not dear 
whether be will go over to ITV 
when it gains the coverage. 

Mr Walker and toe BBC 
have been synonymous with 
Grand Prix motor racing cov- 
erage since the Sixties, although 
It was not untO the late Seven- 
ties that coverage of races be- 
came more" than sporadic. 

Walker took up the mantle of 
his late father, Graham, who 
was a motorcycle racing com- 



Sky’s deal with Granada 
for tiie Rover’s golden days 


Murray Walker: Future in 
doubt after switch 

mentator. During the Eigbties 
the BBC’s Grand Prix was toe 
yardstick by which others were 
judged. 

However, the emergence of 
the satellite channel Eurosport 
in the Nineties highlighted 
some of the format's short- 
comings. In particular, the BBC 
has been under pressure from 
toe British-based Federation 
Internationale de 1’ Automo- 
bile to have more coverage of 
the qualifying sessions. 


Gorporation’s cupboard is looking bare 


ANDREW. BAKBl r'-.'j - 

Two weeks ago i hcBB Clostthe 
FA Cup F&aJ toITO "yfesterdaj 

Proonotori racip& aridtts.cup 

board is looking mcieasmgly 
bare. Wbal, they must^ewpo- 
dering in Wood Lane, wffl we. 
lose next? . • ..* 

A BBC spokeswoman xie~ 
dined to commenl last nighUm; 
such specufetfon. Despite there-. 
cent raids by its rivals, toe eor* - 
poration retains the rights to; 
. Wimbledon, toe Open golf. 


champ ionship and the Univer- 
; aty Boat Race. But toe deal that 
toe BBC has to show .toe Five 
. Nations rugby union, cbainpi- 
•■ jinjJrip -f- central, to -its Grand- 
■ stand jarogramme runs out in 
Mardi 1^7, and already the 
predators are cirdihg. '; 

•>. The BBC's current - deal is 
worth £Z7m over three years. 
Ifet' BBC executives already 
laiqwthat they wfll have to bid 
• -a great .deal more to renew it 
..Boky&bas offered £175m for & 
fivegear deal, and the Rugby 
vEboto^ Uriiori has refused to 


heUniver- rule out dealing with them, 
ie deal that . Tbny Halle tt, the RFU secre- 
w toe Five, taiy, said at the weekend: 
ULcbampi- ' . “Everything has its prire. If 
: its Grand- that figure were to be doubled, 
mhs'outin it would be hard to resist.” 
heady the . AD may not be lost to the 
tg. : - - BBC It may have lost toe Ghel- 
sntrdeal is tenham Festival to Channel 4 
iree years, but toe 'Wimbledon tennis 
es already championships, is safe with the 
lave to bid corporation until 1 999 under a 
o renew it . deal struck last year. The ten- 
175m for a rus establishment is moved as 
the Rugby much by image and presenta- 
refasedto tion as they are by. money, so it 


is by no means inevitable that 
that the BBC wfll lose ont when 
toe current deal runs out 
Rugby’s bosses, of necessity, 
are more mercenary. And be- 
cause the sport’s ABC1 target 
audience is a mouth-watering 
prospect for advertisers, there 
is lime doubt that the satellite 
station will be able to raise toe 
ante even further: even as high 
as the £300m-plus that toe 
RFU is looking for. It may not 
be long before Bill McLaren 
goes the same way as toe 
McLaren Formal a One team. 


MARIANNE MACDONALD 

Media Correspondent 

BSkyB has clinched the sole 
rights to moire than 3,000 vintage 
episodes of Coronation Street in 
a deal which wfll see it join forces 
with toe ITV company Grana- 
da to launch eight channels on 
satellite late next year. 

The move makes Granada 
the first UK terrestrial broad- 
caster to start its own national 
pay-TV channels but will con- 
firm fears that BSkyB has a 
stranglehold on toe pay-TV 
marfcet. 

II is a coop for BSkyB because 
Granada - immersed in a bitter 
takeover fight with Forte -owns 
one of toe world's best libraries 
of 40 years of Granada and LWT 
programmes, which could pro- 
vide a key to attracting new sub- 
scribers. 

The venture will exploit this 
archive for the first time, run- 
ning repeats of old Coronation 
Street episodes on a channel 
called Granada Gold Plus. 

However, Granada will also 
lace criticism from toe soap’s 20 
million devoted fans that they 
wfll only be available to view- 
ers with a cable or satellite sub- 
scription. 

The gold channel wfll also of- 
fer repeats of ThcAdi'entures of 
Sherlock Holmes , First Among 
Equals, Jeeves and Wooster, 
Dempsey and Makepeace, The 
Charmer and Please 5nr. 

The other seven channels 
will be Health and Beauty, 
Home and Garden, Food and 
Wine, Granada Good Life - 
“stimulating discussions on 
lifestyle issues" - Granada Men 
and Motoring, Granada Talk 
TV - talk shows and gossip - 
and a TV Shopping Guide. 


The eight channels arc ex- 
pected to cost £25ra over two 
years, shared between Grana- 
da and BSkyB. They are ex- 
pected to move into profit in 
three years and recoup the 
start-up costs in four. 

Granada and BSkyB will 
form a joint venture company, 
Granada Sky Broadcasting, for 
toe deal. But Granada will own 
only 20 per cent of it due to me- 
dia ownership restrictions - a 
proportion likely to expand to 
60 per cent after the broad- 
casting bill is published in the 
next few days. 

Profits will also be divided be- 
tween Granada and BSkyB, 
with Granada taking 60 per cent 
of the profit and BSkyB the rest 

Granada’s chief operating 
officer, Charles Allen, admitted 
he had looked at other options 
before signing with BSkyB but 
denied he had been forced to 


come to do so because of 
BSkyB’s control of conditional- 
access technology. 

“"We recognise BSkyB are 
the experts in toe area. They 
have marketing abilities and 
knowledge of the market,” Mr 
Allen said. 

David Chance, deputy man- 
aging director of BSkyB. 
claimed it would be wrong to 
think his company had “bullied 
Granada into this. Over a pe- 
riod of months we Ve looked at 
different partners and Grana- 
da has locked at different part- 
ners. Both companies came to 
toe view that our partnership is 
the best suited." 

Two weeks ago the Office of 
Fair Trading announced an in- 
quiry into BSkyB after com- 
plaints from small cable 
companies that BSkyB is abus- 
ing its dominant position in the i 
pay-TV market. 



Classic drama: One of the 3,000 vintage Coronation 
Street episodes to be shown on new satellite channel 


Porsche 
salesman 
blamed 
for death 
smash 


TONY HEATH 

A Porsche salesman was to 
blame for killing a customer and 
an innocent woman motorist 
during a 1 OOmph test drive on 
a country road, an inquest ruled 
yesterday. 

Coroner Geraint Williams 
criticised toe “ride and drive” 
promotion, organised by a 
Porsche dealership, for high 
performance cars as “de- 
plorable". It appeared to be 
gripped by hysteria, be told 
toe jury at Brecon, in Powys, 
Whies, which ruled that the 
two. retired businessman Derek 
Redfem, 57. and hotel assistant 
manageress Karen Dailey, 22. 
were unlawfully killed. 

The inquest also recorded a 
verdict of accidental death on 
the Porsche salesman. Gavin 
Shaw, 30. who was demon- 
strating the cars. He was at the 
wheel of the £56,000 Tiptronic 
91 1 when it crashed into Miss 
Dailey's Renault 5. All three 
died in a fireball. 

Both victims' families were 
last night planning to sue the 
Porsche dealers. Merlin Cam- 
bria of Cardiff, over the deaths. 
Meanwhile, safely experts 
called for toe Government to 
act to stop such events as Lhe 
Porsche promotion. James Tye, 
Director of the British Safety 
Council, said: “There should be 
a ban on promotional drives 
involving high-speed cars on 
public roads.” 

The inquest heard that nine 
Porsche cars were driven at up 
to 120mph on 11 June during 
a show day at the Uangoed HaD 
Hotel in LJvswen. near Brecon. 
Powys. 

Karen Dailey, 22. was driving 
along the A470. near the village 
of LIyswen. when a Porsche on 
a demonstration run skidded 
and smashed into her car at a 
closing speed estimated at more 
than lOOmph. Ms Dailey, who 
was employed as an assistant 
manager at the hotel, run by the 
Laura Ashley founder Sir 
Bernard Ashley, was returning 
from risi ting friends when the 
accident occurred. It blocked 
roads in mid-Wales for six 
hours. 

Mr John Palmer, a 65-ycar- 
old retired businessman from 
Ledbuiy. Hereford and 
Worcester, who was towing his 
caravan at 50mph on a straight 
stretch which was part of Lhe 
demonstration route, told the 
inquest he heard a roaring 
noise as he was driving along. 

“I thought it was a low-flying 
aircraft. Then a Porsche passed 
me at venr high speed. In 40 
years of driving I've never been 
overtaken like that. It was so fast 
I couldn't even pick up the num- 
ber on the registration plate.” 

PC Mark Worth, a Dyfed- 
Powys accident investigator, 
told the hearing that after ex- 
amining the crash site, he con- 
cluded that the Porsche had 
skidded, skewed sideways on 
and hit the Renault, which was 
in its correct lane coming in the 
opposite direction. He added: 
“The Porsche used the Renault 
as a launching ramp and was air- 
borne for 50 feet before it hit 
the road again.” 

After toe verdicts were an- 
nounced, the coroner was forth- 
right in his criticism. Describing 
the crash as the county's worst 
ever road accident Mr Williams 
said: “There is no doubt that 
there was a tacit acknowledge- 
ment by Merlin Cambria that 
care would be driven fast There 
seems to have been some sort 
of group hysteria. As obvious as 
nijpit follows day people were 
going to be killed on that day. 

Dyfed-Powys Police, who 
were not given prior warning of 
the event, said Lhey were con- 
sidering the case to the Crown 
Prosecution Service 
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Interest rate fall: Estate agents fear housing market will remain in the wilderness without more efforts to improve job security 



Mortgage cuts fail to 


win public confidence 


CLARE GARNER 


For Sale: Agents’ signs are a common sight in Bracknell, where housing market is static Photograph: Nicholas Turpin 


The mortgage rate cuts yester- 
day did little to raise the spir- 
its of estate agents in Bracknell, 
Berkshire. Reactions in the 
town, where many residents 
are first-time buyers, ranged 
from “every little bit helpsr to 
“too little, too late”. The gen- 
eral feeling was that without job 
security, the houring market wfil 
remain in the wilderness. 

The cuts did not generate 
more inquiries than usual at 
Parkeis, a franchise of Legal & 
General, where Steve EDing- 
ford, branch manager, said: “lb 
be honest, it hasn’t done any- 
thing to the housing market at 
all - and I don’t think it wiH 

“They need to do something 
more than this to gbe some con- 
fidence to the market- For ex- 
ample, the stamp doty needs to 
disappear for at least a year. 
They’ve done it once before. 
They waived Lt for nine months . 
in 1993 and you had a lot more 
first-time buyers purchasing 
houses worth over £60,000. At 
the moment the standard three- 


Experts predict 
fillip for market 
in the pipeline 


Mortgage lenders' move to cut 
the cost of home loans by a fur- 
ther 0.25 per cent yesterday, 
barely two weeks after their last 
reduction, should help boost the 
housing market slightly next 
year. 

But the reduction in the stan- 
dard rate, which brings the cost 
of home loans to their lowest 
point in almost 30 years, will not 
in itself stimulate the market. 

For the reduction, spear- 
headed by the Halifax budding 
society, to be effective, a more 
general return of the “feelgood 
factor" is needed, most housing 
experts believe. 

Although interest rate cuts of 
about 1 per cent in the past year 
have slashed the cost of an av- 
erage £50,000 mortgage by up 
to £40 a month for interest-only 
loans, the real problem faced by 
millions of borrowers is that of 



negative equity. 

Some 1.5 million borrowers 


have mortgages that are greater 
than the value of their homes. 
Up to 4.5 million more are bare- 


ly above that level, making il dif- 
ficult for them to sell a homt 


home 

and buy another without in- 
curring thousands of pounds in 
extra costs. 

For a sustained revival, both 
the number of sales and prices 
themselves must go up togeth- 
er. Hopes of stable employment 
by millions of middle-class 
homeowners now in fear for 
their jobs, for example, are key 
to that proofs. 

The Halifax yesterday said it 
hoped its own decision, which 
sparked the latest round in the 
mortgage price war, would 
nevertheless play a part m stim- 
ulating house sales. “U is not 
that there is a simple equation 
between low mortgage rates 
and a revival in the market," a 
spokeswoman said. “Homes 
arc more affordable today than 
for many years. As we have 
seen, the' important question is 
confidence not cost. 

“Even so, wc believe that a 
rale reduction will help 
increase that confidence. It 
may not be a cure, but it should 
be a hopeful incentive." 

Don Smith. UK economist at 
HSBC GrecnwelL said: “Every 
little bit helps. However, this 
move is not the answer in itself, 
lt shows the keenness of lenders 


to see things moving, especial- 
ly given some evidence of a 
slight recoveiy now. What 
lenders are hoping to do is 
throw a bit more fuel on to 
the fire." 

The fall in the cost of loans 
is, however, already s timulating 
the recovery, some argue. Wal- 
ter AvriK, operations director at 
John CfaarcoL the UK’s largest 
mortgage broker, claimed: 
“Since September, when the 
first of the round of cuts went 
through, we have seen increas- 
ing levels of business, particu- 
larly among new property 
purchasers, rather than re- 
mortgages. Yesterday’s further 
reduction can only help.” 

The Royal Institution of 
Chartered Surveyors also ar- 
gued the mortgage cuts would 
assist recovery: “Where most 
factors for progress are already 
in place, confidence is every- 
thing. Next year looks tike be- 
ing one of low inflation, stable 
employment and growing con- 
sumer spending. (This provides] 
the foundations for an upturn.” 

Rob Thomas, a housing an- 
alyst at UBS, the Swiss bankers, 
was alone in predicting two 
weeks ago that lenders would 
reduce their rates even further 
in the wake of base-rate cuts. Mr 
Thomas said: “This will help, 
but not very much by itself. If 
we go back to a year ago, when 
people were expecting an in- 
crease, house sales were high- 
er than today. Obviously, 
transactions tag behind prices, 
so wc will have to wait for a few 
months to see what the effect 
of yesterday’s decision is. The 
jury is still ouL” 

Mr Smith added: “A growing 
level of transactions should, in 
time, help push up prices. 
Whether that will be by much 
is another question. In a' low in- 
flation environment, we should 
not be expecting an Eighties- 
style boom. It is doubtful 
whether . . . with the inflation- 
ary spiral out of the way for the 
next 7 to 10 years, we will see 
house prices increase at the 
same rates they once did.” 


Nic Cicutti 


DAILY POEM 


From Seven Types of Shadow 

By UA Fanthorpe 


We cnny our human ghosts around with us. 
As we grow we face die mirrors, and see 


The spectre of a great-aunt, a vague look 

Known only from sepia snapshots. The hands we're used ro - 


M 's, these - their contours came by way of a long retinue 
Of dust l Ve are photofils of the past. 


And the future eyes us evasiivlv as we eye ourselves. 
Bi 1 an the gfiosis of gpeat-aunts and gnmd-nephews. 


Be an the ghosts of what is dead and not yet bom. 


This is the fourth ghost poem from a sequence of seven by 
UA Fanthorpe which ponders the presence of the world un- 
seen. UA Fanthorpe was one of eight poets commissioned by 


the Royal Festival Hall literature Programme to write ghost 
ms for a reading held yesterday evening in the Purcell Rooms 
at the South Bank Centre, in London. She was joined by Liz 


Lochhead, Adam Thorpe, Brendan Kennetly, Ken Smith. 
Sujata Bhatt, Ian Duhig and Catherine Byron. 
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bedroom mid-terraced house in 

BrackneD is£59,95a” 

Chris Moorhouse, of Cannes 
estate agents, had not heard of. 
the quarter-point reduction in 
interest rates. “It’s quite funny 
because I've spoken to a lot of 
people who are thinking of 
seDmg their house today and not 
one person has mentioned it,” 
he said. “Nobody has ap- 
proached me and said: ‘God 
there’s a quarter of a per cent 
drop, I want to sell my house'." 


Paul Smith, branch manager 
of Woolwich Property Services, 
laughed at the suggestion that 
this cut would trigger a rush of 


sales, but added: “My instant 
ny reduction is 


reaction is that any 3 

beneficial Tire market is a sta- 
tic market and prices aren’t 


According to Mr Smith it is 
too little too late. “It’s not 
enough. Had it been earlier and 
the Chancellor had done some- 
thing with the Budget 1 feel it 


Mortgage rates 


:r 'basic i?p^nQyQ^aQ& rate. 



property on the market from 1 
January. * 





INTEREST FREE 




could have been significant 
What I'd personally like to sec 
is for the general public to 
have confidence in job securi- 
ty,” he said 

It was left to Colin Wells, a 
partner of Prospect, estate 
agents, to put the positive ride. 
“The Budget wasn’t as bad for 
the housing market as a lot of 
pundits are making out. Wfe 
were more optimistic after the 
Budget and combined with this 
interest rate cut there is an air 


' t*; , 

. v ■: 




■V -Mi 


of optimism for the new year." 
He insisted that his opti- 


mism was not simply an effort 
to “talk the market up". He said: 
“It's only Wednesday and I’ve 
already had five people giving 
me instructions to put their 


January. Two of these requests 
came since the announcement. 

“At this lime of year we 
would expect to have one prop- 
erty coming on the market per 
day. The people who have rung 
me this week are those who 
have considered moving over 
the last 12 months but have now 
miiHe the derision to go ahead” 
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CHRIS BU^CKHURST 

Wtesirnirister Corosporidert - 

The most -expensive road ever 
built in Britain came in for sav- 
age mticisiiyesterday fronja 
powerful all-party committee of 
MPs. . 

■■ MeasuringT.8 km, the Lime- 
house Link, which opened in 
May 1993, connects the; East 
End - of l^indon'with Dock- 
lands. It cost £360ni and works 
out at the equivalent of £86,000 
per foot . 

MPs on the Gnomons Pub- 
lic Accounts Committee said it 
was -^ureatrrfartory’* that the 
Docklands Development Cor- 
poration had not carried oat an 
economic study of the options 
for the road scheme, which 
had been built after pressure - 
from property developers in 
the area. -The committee 
warned that it expected such ap- 
praisals to be undertaken before 
contracts are signed and costs 
incurred in future: 

The hard-hitting report will 
fuel criticism of the link which, 
despite its cost, is still subject to 


delays and hold-ups. While the 
Link has been completed, 
bottle-necks still occur at -its 
ends, on the Highway to the west 
and towards the All in the east 
An official at the Institute of 


yesterday that themkhadtobe 
extended - especially in the east 
- before hold-ups could be 
eradicated. He. suggested the 
' Link could be made a priority 
"“Red Route”, like the parallel 
Whftechapel'RoacL 

The Department of Transport 
and Docklands Corporation 
could have done more to put a 
figure on the wider benefits of 
the scheme; which had been 
touted as the reasons for its ooi> • 
struction. For such larger pro- 
jects, said MPs, "departments . 
should seek to quantity the 
expected economic benefits”. 

Once the money is spent, they 
should also make an other study - 
to see if those expected bene- 
fits have been achieved, to im- 
prove decision making oq 
future large building projects. 

Some of the worst criticism 
was reserved for the way the 


construction costs spiralled, 
from an early estimate of 
£141 ^m in August 1988 to the 
figure given out after tenders 
had been considered, in Sep- 
tember 1989, of £227-6 itl The 
Docklands Corporation, one 
of the Government’s flags hi p ur- 


was accused by the MPs, the ma- 
jority of whom are Conservative, 
of not ^adequately explaining its 
dramatic underestimate of the 
expected cost”. 

One of the main reasons for 
tins faffing was the corporation’s 
inability to appreciate the size 
of the task they were under- 
taking. The road was short, but 
it also included a tunnel with 
houses built immediately adja- 
cent to the sides. In future, pub- 
lic bodies should put enough 
resources on one Side when they 
buhi large projects. 

More than £I0Qm was spent 
da. rehousing 565 families living 
in nearby council properties. 
The Corporation paid £53.7m 
for Umber Wharves to rehouse 
212 households at an average of 
£230,000 per household. 
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Appliance of science: Concern over role of genetics in health and commerce 


Stores 
defend 
‘strange 
fruit’ 


DANNY PENMAN 

The Sainsbury and Safeway su- 
permarket chains said yesterday 
they were not worried by the 
prospect of consumers boy- 
cotting their tomato puree, 
made from genetically engi- 
neered tomatoes. 

PunJe from the modified 
tomatoes, developed by the 
drug company Zeneca, will be 
sold in the supermarkets from 
February. U will be the same 
price as (he normal puree and 
will be slocked next to it. The 
puree will also be clearly la- 
belled as being produced from 
genetically engineered fruit. 

Both supermarkets said they 
were producing leaflets to in- 
form the consumer and to 
counter the image of “Franken- 
stein's tomato". 

David Cox, spokesman for 
Salisbury's. said their primary 
aim was to offer the consumer 
a choice. “There are obvious 
benefits to genetically engi- 
neered food, such as enhanced 
taste and longer shelf-life." 

The tomato has been engi- 
neered lo last longer by slow- 
ing down the action of an 
enzyme which rots the fruiL 
More of l he natural thickening 
agent pectin is retained. 

The notion of “Franken- 
stein's tomato" was resurrect- 
ed by Prince Charles on 
Tuesday night, on the eve of a 
seminar on Britain's disap- 
pearing biodiversity. 

He said many people saw ge- 
netic engineering as the most 
promising way forward for agri- 
culture. but his heart sank at the 
prospect of some of the new 
crops being planned. 

His views were backed by 
Professor Tim Lang, from the 
Centre for Food Policy at 
Thames Valley University. “My 
view is that the principle is 
right but it's a big step . . . and 
yet the consumer is only being 
"asked their views at the end." 



Dr Watson: ‘The real enemy is the disease ... At least with testing you have the choice' 


Photograph: Geraint Lewis 


Watson champions gene testing 


James Watson, whose joint 
discovery 42 years 3go of the 
structure of DNA sparked the 
modem genetic revolution, yes- 
terday hit back at critics of 
gene testing, which can identi- 
fy how likely people are to de- 
velop some diseases later in life. 

“We have to recognise that 
the real enemy is the damn dis- 
ease,” he said. “You shouldn't 
assume that mistakes don't oc- 
cur within the genes and that 
they don’t affect the body’s 
function after you're born. But 
for some reason this is a red rag 
for some people. They say that 
yon shouldn’t try to test for 
them. It's absurd. Parents aren't 
going to abort a child just because 
it’s got the wrong colour eyes. Bui 
maybe they will if it’s only ever 
going to have the mental age of 
a five-year-old. Or ififsgoing to 
be a Down’s batty. At least with 


DNA discoverer tells Charles Arthur that 
better quality of life justifies study of defects 


testing you have Lhe choice . . . 
would you want [to have] a child 
you knew would develop 
schizophrenia?" 

Dr Watson, who works at 
the Cold Spring Harbor Labo- 
ratory. in New York, but was in 
London for a conference on 
gene theory, said prohibiting 
companies from using genetic 
testing would not end discrim- 
ination. “If somebody applies for 
a job who weighs 400 pounds, 
or who has a misshapen face, a 
company is less likely to hire 
them. The real discrimination 
comes from disease . . .if you de- 
velop motor neurone disease 
your working life is shortened." 

Humans have an estimated 
50,000 to 100.000 genes. 


arranged on 23 pairs of chro- 
mosomes. Each gene consists of 
millions of “base pairs" of four 
amino acids, arranged in the' 
twisting “double helix" of DNA 
- the structure that Dr Watson 
and Francis Crick discovered at 
Cambridge University in 1953. 

Dr Watson. 67. was the first 
director of the international 
Human Genome Project, which 
aims to find the sequence of 35 
billion pairs of amino acids com- 
prising human DNA and has 
been running for seven years. 

Opponents of the sequencing 
programme say that genes are 
being linked not only to disease 
but to behaviour as well, in- 
cluding traits such as violent ten- 
dencies and homosexuality. 


But Dr Wilson defends the 
value of this research, too. He 
describes one study of a Dutch 
family which found their strong 
tendency towards violence de- 
rived from their lacking a gene 
which creates an enzyme that 
breaks down chemicals pro- 
duced when someone becomes 
angry. 

He also supports the princi- 
ple that allows the patenting of 
the sequences of human genes, 
in order lo exploit them com- 
mercially by developing diag- 
nostic tests for them: “You 
have to look at what system 
works best for improving the 
quality of human life. Things get 
done "better and faster if peo- 
ple make money in the process, 
Fm afraid. And patents only last 
for 17 years or so . . . and "then 
the information will be available 
to everyone for free." 


Musician 
‘tried to 
save her 
lover’ 


A musician, Pollyanna Peate, 
told a jury yesterday of her des- 
perate attempts to revive her 
ageing lover after he collapsed 
on top of her as they were mak- 
ing love in the back of his car. 

Mrs Peate, 34, denied as- 
saulting Brian Phillips, a grand- 
father of 62, insisting: “I would 
not hurt him." 

Chester Crown Court has 
heard that for 10 years the 
couple regularly had sex after 
rehearsals with the Frodsham 
Silver Band, in an affair they 
kept secret from their marital 
partners but which was "an 
open secret" among their fellow 
musicians. 

Mrs Peate. a euphonium 



Potlyaima Peate: ‘He just 
fell on top of me' 


player, of Runcorn, Cheshire, 
denies the manslaughter of 
Phillips, a bass trombonist, on 
the night of 15 November 1994. 

Hie prosecution says Mrs 
Peate attacked Phillips, striking 
him at least four times, after he 
tried to end their affair. Phillips, 
who had a weak heart after suf- 
fering a coronary attack in 
1972. died of a heart attack as 
aresulL 

Mrs Peate told the court how 
they sal drinking, kissing and 
cuddling in the front of his car 
for about 25 minutes before 
Phillips got into the back and 
lowered the seats. "He took his 
trousers off while 1 was still in 
the front seat," she said. “I took 
my skirt off and went over." 

Phillips then climbed on top 
of her as she was lying in the 
back of the car. “We were mak- 
ing love," she said. “He col- 
lapsed He just fell on (op of me. 
I said something like ‘Brian, 
what’s the matter?’ He wasn't 
responding to me talking lo him. 
I started to hit his back while I 
was underneath him. There 
was no response." 


t 


/ Yom \ 

MORTGAGE 


Up to £6,000 

tortgagti cashback 

BEST i-isj 

NATIONAL. __ ^ 

LENDER A ■ ■ EJ3J 

^ with the B 
Woolwich. 


Plus a 3% discount in the first year. 


4 . 74 % ( 4 a 9 ap R ) FOR 1 YEAR 


At the Woolwich our new Cashback Plus Mortgage offers up to £6,000* cashback 
and a 3% discount. It's available to all new mortgage customers and existing customers 
on the move. 

If you take out a mortgage at our standard variable rate, and do not borrow more than 
95% of the Society's valuation, not only will we reduce your payments by 3 % for the first 
year but - after completion - we will give you a cheque for 3% of the loan up to £6,000. T 

• With our award-winning performance for our mortgages over the long-term, this offer 
is more proof that it's good to be with the Woolwich. 

So call in to your local Woolwich branch to have a chat with our mortgage adviser. 
Or call us at local rate Monday to Friday flOOC l f 0 Up With the 

8.30am - 9.00pm, Saturday 9.00am - 3.00pm " ® 7 , 

or Sunday 10.00am-2.00pm on 0645 75 .75 75 L\Av I H 

quoting ref: I1 1412. 


BUILDING SOCIETY 


YOUR HOME IS AT RISK IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS 
ON A MORTGAGE OR OTHER LOAN SECURED ON IT. 


'Sm our hafto loi Full details 

The rate is variable and the Affi i* variable and typical. These terms apply only where 
a written offer of advance was iuiied Ctn or after 02. 12 25 and tho mortgage completed 
by 31 . 3. 1996 Typical example, based on an endowment interest rate ol 4 . 74 % 4 0 a . 
APR ph<t repnsonti a discount of 3 * off ifw standard tenable mortgage rate, currently 
7 . 7 4 % B.n t APR) and a purchase price of £ 43 , 000 . o couple tallng out a mortgage 
of £ 40,000 wt* 25 yeors tfrom which o Mortgage Indemnity Arrgngement Fee ol 
£ 658.75 wiH be deduced and where the amount of rtw advance ti 92 ft, of the Sectary's 
valuation of the properly) would pay inreiesl of £ 1 58.00 per month gross (300 
payments). Accrued interest £ 7900 . Valuer s Fm £ 135 . 00 . Sorter's mortgage charges 
£ TOO. 00 . Deeds Administration Fee payable on redemption £50 00 and a single 
r epayment af capital of £ 40,000 Total omount poyabfo £ 87 . 764 . 00 , 4 . 74 % 4 0% APR. 
The *j«ampl« assumes the mortgage starts in the middle af the month, a minimum 
guaranteed death benefit of £ 40,000 and a term of 25 years tat the endowment 
policy. A first (barge over yaur property wS be required as security. Far feasts eshe, Aan 
repayment leant, a suitable endowment policy, PEP or pension pten will alto be 


required. A suitable level term assurance policy will also be tequtted for PEP or 
pension plan mortgages. An indemnity policy, lot which you will need to pay an 
atrengemenl fee. will be tequirod where the mortgage e*ce#ds lhe Society's normal 
manmum percentage advance ol 75 % If the mortgage r* either redeemed fie lull or 
in panl or nansferred to another scheme bofe>-e the fourth anniversary of the data on 
which interest is first chprgod in respect of tho mortgage, the waluo of the cashback 
you hove received must be repaid in lull and a redemption fee equivalent to the savings 
mode as o result of the disc our: “ill be charged. The redemption iee will be subject to 
a maeunum charge equhrofent la 6 months interest ealcidaKxi af the rate payable ot the 
time oT repayment The coshbacE may cffeci personal liability to Capital Cains Ten All 
mortgages arn subieci to status, valuation gntl a minimum age of IS A wnlfen 
quotation is available on request Irons any branch oi Eieur. Wfcoiwich Building Society 
DefC 15 , Corporate HO Walling Sweet. Bculcyrhoalh. Kent DAd 7 fffi The Woolwich 
Building Society represents only tha Woolwich Marltatmg Group, which n regulated by 
the Personal Investment Authority lot life assurance end unit trust business. CM 
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news 



Reform of 
solicitors’ 
fees may be 
unlawful 


■V- <5* 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 


Man proves master: Gary Kasparov playing against a computer in London yesterday. The PCA world chess champion claimed victory in the contest - the deciding match of 
three - after winning the first game, helped by an error the computer operator made in entering an early move of Kasparov's, and drawing the second. Last year, Kasparov 
was beaten by a program called Genius 2, and equalized in a return match. This time he played Fritz 4, the reigning world computer champion Photograph: John Vbos 


Somerville case forces rethink on photos 


GLENDA COOPER 


More explicit and detailed 
guidelines over the treatment of 
“obscene” photographs will 
come into force at the aid of the 
month, after criticism of the way 
in which the ITN newsreader 
Julia Somerville was treated. 

Ms Somerville and her part- 
ner were cleared after a Kodak 
employee working at Boots in 
Covent Garden, central Lon- 
don, contacted police over 
dozens of photographs of a 
seven-year-old girl in the bath. 

But the case left many par- 
ents casting an eye over their 
own family albums, worrying 
just how far their pictures ought 
be misunderstood if taken out 
of context 

Now, both individual com- 
panies and their trade organi- 
sation. the Photo Marketing 
Association, are tightening up 
policy to avoid further accusa- 


tions of what Ms Somerville 
called “a deplorable invasion 
of privacy”. Many believe that 
the law, which does not 
define indecency, should be 
reconsidered. 

Supasnaps, the high street de- 
veloping and processing chain, 
has been consulting with the 
Crown Prosecution Service and 
social services over their present 
guidelines to protect staff and 


customers alike! They have set 
up a series of checks within dif- 
ferent levels of the company so 
that several people view the 
photographs before they are 
sent to the police. 

“What is artistic is always 
highly subjective and so that is 
why we put the decision through 
four stages.” said Nick Joslin, 
Supasnaps* marketing manag- 
er. “We don’t want to put an in- 


nocent customer through any 
grief." 

George Wird, managing di- 
rector of Bonusprint, another 
national processor and devel- 
oper, agreed: “We have a pol- 
icy that anything that could be 
construed as at all doubtful is 
to be ref er red to the head of se- 
curity, an ex-policeman. If he 
has any doubt then it goes to 
the managing director. I thinlr 


youVe got to be very, very 
careftiL” 


It is an offence to print ob- 
scene photos that are intended 
for publication and also an of- 
fence to send them through the 
post. Processing companies can 
be charged under three differ- 
ent Acts - the Obscene Publi- 
cations Act 1959, the Postal Act 
1989 and Protection of Children 
Act 1978. 


The Photo Marketing Asso- 
ciation has been consul ting 
Scotland Yard’s vice squad ana 
will amend its guidelines by the 
end of the month, after the lead- 
ing processing companies have 
hart a chance to mmmfp f. 


pho- 
tographs, ranging from 
“artistic” pictures of unclothed 


The present picture - what subject matter is acceptable and what is not 


men or women (which may be 
x) to 


1* Photographs of unclothed ironor-wafri en.m ; artistk; ln«v 
suggestive] poses /rtay be rehOTiepl-to the:customer witfiodt .; 
comment . £.. >' riy ; :* 1 

2. If both sexes are featured on a photograph without V V 
clothes, these maybe passed provided tf?ey are not touching, 1 
If they, are touching, return! tfid negatives to the customer and.. 
destroy aiiy prints. . '.>.!-t • ■' t 

3 . if photographs ^ 1 bcus.VnnecesMH(y bn. tbe'^nft^,;or^! ' , 

the negatives should be returned tb ■ ■ 

should bedestrqyedand the custarnepjequestEd 1 W 
submit any similar material;-- i r : : ' u •: • X. •!-• v.» ;*! v. ’ 


4^'ff the-pjclLUBst^^ people and 

could ^bea^dead^aseawil f^toce-then destroy foe •- 
prints, eijsure. toe m^T^er locks the negatives in a safe : - 
place rand foe custom - 

collect thefr oeg^twes. .■ , fV /; . : - 

:Un<totb^;state3ooKt6^ 


to iwy.t^ia^ypi^ i 

onyorir course of ra^sonj/JDo ndthrttarini 
until t* — - 1 — .. . ... 


:you 


returned to the customer) 
photographs of naked children, 
‘who are being touched or 
abused (the vice squad should 
be called in and the negatives 


But Frank Flatten, the asso- 
ciation’s director of UK oper- 
ations, pointed to a “grey area”. 
“If two naked people are hold- 
ing hands, obviously there’s 
nothing wnmg. You have to use 
your imagination look at the le- 
gal situation - but also, use 
common sense,” he added. 


Moves among solicitors to curb 
cut-price conveyancing to in- 
crease their incomes appear to 
be unlawful, the Master of the 
Rolls, Sir Thomas Bingham, is 
to warn today’s key me eting of 
the Law Society’s council. 

Martin Mears, the Law So- 
dety presidenl, is strongly press- 
ing for the introduction of 
minimum conveyancing fees. 
Tins was one of his manifesto 
pledges when he won the first 
contested election in 40 years 
for the solicitors’ top office. 

Sir Thomas, the senior civil 
judge, has responsibility under 
the 1974 Solicitors Act for de- 
ciding whether the profession 
mayfix prices, and bas asked Mr 
Mears to give copies of the 
warning to the members of the 
society’s ruling council. 

Opponents of foe reform see 
ft as disastrous fex the public im- 
age of solicitors. One senior 
council member said some were 
being scared into backing foe 
plan, even though they dis- 
agreed with it, because Mr 
Mears had threatened they 
would lose their seats if they 
blocked it “If they vote for it 
anyway, they are cowards.” 

Mr Mears hopes to have foe 
votes of council recorded for foe 
Gist time at today's meeting, to 
make members accountable. 

The solicitors plan to enforce 
higher fees bn low-price solic- 
itors by refusing the Law Soci- 
ety’s indemni ty insurance to 
members who refuse to charge 
foe prescribed minimum fees. 
Cheap solicitors would then 
have to insure themselves on the 
open market, afar more cost- 
ly process, and not a real option. 

A consultation document 
prepared by foe vice-president 
of foe Law Society, Robert 
Sayers, for foe meeting, argues 
that firms which offer cut-price 
conveyancing are cutting cor- 
ners and making dispropor- 
tionate' demands on the 
insurance scheme, the Solicitors 
Indemnity Fund. 


But foe fund has said that foe 
sample is not large enough, and 
the link with quality not dear 
enough to justify withdrawing 
cover. As insurers, they say it 
would be more appropriate to 


raise premiums according to the 
number of insurance claims. 


such as car insurance. 

In his letter, which has been 
seen by foe Independent, Sir 
Thomas says the proposed 
change must be lawful- In his 
view, that would only be the case 
where an insurance scheme 
was “fair, efficient and actuar- 
ily sound” (reflecting the level 
of risk). He continues: “It would 
seem to me dear that the in- 
demnify rules may not be used 
to achieve ends which do not 
concern foe provision of in- 
demnify against loss, but have 
some other object.” 

He also warns that the price- 
fixing plan might contravene fair 
trading laws. He says he would 
welcome a counsel's opinion to 
the contrary, if the Law Society 
can produce one. 

He outlines his duties under 
foe 1974 Act: “In considering 
whether to concur in any pro- 
posed change of rale, I think it 
clear that foe Master of the 
Rolls must have regard not 
only to the interests of foe so- 
licitors’ profession, but also to 
the wider public interest 

“If the first consideration 
were his only concern, one 
might wonder why the holder of 
a senior judicial office, not 
hims elf a solicitor, should be re- 


..•d 
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quired to confirm the judge- 
ment of the solicitors’ own 


professional body.” He says a 
House of Lords judgment in 
1983 makes it dear that foe Law 
Society has two separate roles, 
one as a trade union, one as a 
regulator of foe profession. 

Sir Thomas quotes Lord 
Brightman’s judgment in that 
case: “The principal purpose of 
[the Act] was to confer on foe 


< iMf 

hi** i “ ** 


•** 


Law Sodety the power to 
safeguard tbe public and 


not professional practitioners, 
since the latter can look after 
themselves.” 
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Black & Decker 
Workmate WM750 
£78-99 

Save £23*70 


Blade & Decker Random 
Orbital Sander KA190E 



Black & Decker - 
Hammer Drill 
570wKDl63E 
-£57-99 

Save £18*00 




QIC Now here’s the drill, 
get down to Homebase this 

Christmas. 



Monday -Thursday 8am - 8pm ■ Friday 8am - 9pm* - Saturday Bam - 8pmt - Sunday 10am - 4pmtt 

AH apptmoauK and iw n» sule. Merchandise irtjcct roavaMobty WahoMn-Thimea which Ctac* 

Cuba*?. Higi Wycombe, Notfumpton, Leech Nwnngham, Min HID ud Sofchull which open Ham - 5 pm and Hennntoo Grit and fallarij wfcich npto 9 s« - 6 pm. 


2 FOR 1 AUDIO 


BOOKS OFFER 


With the * INDEPENDENT 





AUDIO BOOKS ON OFFER 


6 


8 


9 


10 



'f foe prelude to Christmas becomes too much, why not escape 
a tape? We have teamed up with HaipeiCoffins to offer 
lers the chance tb biiy up to 20 ‘talking books’ on a two for 


foe price of one basis. 

The 20 titles listed on- this page range from foe epic romance 
i Kuoums | of Pasternak’s Doctor Zhivago to foe masterful satire of Evelyn 
- J .vm&isScoop. The books are read either by foe authors or by ac- 
tors, including Paul Scofield, Simon Callow, Frances Tbmefty and Martin Shaw 
Shaw, for instance, reads Tblkieo’s tale of Bilbo Bagging’ encounters with un^ 

Ja i nr n iwul fmniM rlmmaa vmmI. Z— |L. _ • _ Ti _ . . 



to 


.~r , - y". "uwu remains a masterpiece of 

agmahon and storytelling loved by generations of children and adults alike 

J?!!? US - t0 ^? ssex f( F Hardy’s Tess of the dVrberviOes. 

a brooding tele of Igsaon, betrayal and seduction in which doomed romance 
heads to its inexorable tragic conclusion. 

rib obtain your two audio books for foe price of one you must collect four 

^ C ^? , !?^ I bered i ofceriS ^^ roi11 ^ "e publishing. The fifth token 

is published today and we will repnnt the order form on Saturday. 

WlttiiycM have collected fourtokens, you may order as many audio books 
« W* multiples of two. The cost per oair of tides is £7.99. 

Tn.-^^ 11 ^f denil i% P Iease allow 28 days for deliveiy on receipt of your order. 
The offer doses 12 January 1996. Photocojnes of tokens are not accratable. If 
030 ^ Har P«0>flins Audio Books^tine on 

T* HobbU ’ h worth £7.99 and contains two 
c^erte^i/ie //o6for composes four cassettes and is worth £15.99. If you or- 
der The Hobbit it counts as TWO books. 


Thomas Handy, less of the (TUrbeiyfllM, 
read by Peter Firth ' 

Tom Shaipe. Portwtwuaa Blue, 
read tv David Jason 
Edna O'Brien, Tima and Tide, 
read by Frances Tbmetty 
Patricia D ComweB, A8 That Remains, 
read by Kata Burton 

Ruth Rendelf, The Speaher Of Mandarin, 
reed by George Baker 
ErrriJy BremS, VAithering Heights, 
read by Martin Shaw 
Joseph Conrad, Victory, 
read by Simon Callow 
Charles Dickens, David Copperflefd, 
read by Paul Scofield 

Graham &eena. Stamboul Train, 
reed by Roddy McDowell 
Harriet Beecher Stowe, Uncle Tom's . 
Cabin, read by Ricco Ross 
Arthur Mflier, The Crucible, 
performed by Stuart Pankin, Jerome 
Dempsey & Cast 

Boris Pasternak, Doctor Zhivago, 
read by Bob Peck 

James Joyce, A Portrait Of The AittSt 
As A Young Mai, read tv John fyneh 
D H Lawrence. Women In Love, 

read by Jennie Linden 
Mark Twain, The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer, read by Mike McShane 
U Evelyn Waugh, Scoop, 
reed tqr Tony Britton 

17 Robert Louis Stevenson. Kidnapped, 
read by David FSntoul 

IS T S Biot, reading foe Wasteland, Four 
Quartets & Other Poems 

19 Dylan Thomas Rearing ffls Poetry 

20 J R R ToWen, The Hobbit, 
read tv Martin Shaw 
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JUDITH JUDD 

Education Editor - • 

Trendy teachers, rather than a 
lack of funds, are to blame for 
poor standards in schools, Chris 
Wooifliead,Her Majesty’s Chief 
Inspector of Schools, says in a 
pamphlet published today. 

In the papeT from the rig ht- 
wing think-tank Politeia, the 
controversial chief inspector 
says an extra . billion pounds 
spent on education would not 
necessarily raise standards. 

Don Foster, the liberal De- 
mocrats’ education spokesman, 
said Mr Woodhead was 
“barmy 1 " and accused him of 
allying himself with the Con- 
servatives. “He is tying himself 
the whole time to the failing 
Tbry party. If he thinks a billion 
pounds spent on early-years 
education won’t help both ed- 
ucation and the economy, he 
must be barmy." 

A billion pounds would pay 
for pre-school education for ail 


three- and four-year-olds. The 
Liberal Democrats say they 
would put . a penny on income 
tax to pay for better education. 

Labour is also understood to 
be concerned that Mr Wood- 
head is advancing partisan po- 
litical views nwaaari of those of 
an independent chief inspector. ' 
.. Mr Woodhead says: **wfc can 
make significantly better use of 
the resources currently allo- 
cated to education- would, 
however, a decision to find, say, 
an extra bOh'on for education 
necessarily cause standards to 
rise? The answer is that it 
would noL" 

His pamphlet attacks Judge 
Stephen Tumim, the former 
Chief Inspector of Prisons, who 
said recently that the fact that 
prisons were foil of “basically 
uneducated" young men was the 
fault of under-resourcing and 
class size. 

“He is wrong," says Mr 
Woodhead. “The- problem in 
genera] hi not the special edu- 


cational needs of the child. It is 
the failure of the teacher to 
teach." If they did, be says, stan- 
dards would rise, huge sums 
spent on remedial leaching 
would be saved, and, if Judge 


V-Jj- >r- 
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With effect 
: from the close of 
business on 
Wednesday 13th 
December 1995 
and until further 
: notice, TSB Base 
: Rate Is decreased 
from 6.75% jp.a. 

: to €.5% p.a. 

* " ^ - . AU facilities ( including regulated 

l 1 . consumer credit agreements) with d 

* - rtt of interest linked to TSB 

- Base Bate uritf be varied accordingly. 


Tumim were right, the prison 
population would be reduced. 

Mr Woodhead says the dog- 
ma of child-centred learning 
which has dominated educa- 
tional thinking since the 1960s 
is responsible for pupils' poor 
results. “To imply that the stu- 
dent can (and should) be left to 
switch on to the world for him- 
self would be thought disin- 
genuous by some; certainly it is 
misguided.” 

The drive to improve stan- 
dards should ignore “the siren 
half-truths of those who would 
do away with subject boundaries 
and any notion of the teacher 
as an authority". 

The pamphlet questions the 
existence of local authorities be- 
cause of the “dependency cul- 
ture” they create. Good schools. 
It says, are led by confident , 
heads. Does the very existence 
of the local authority militate 
against the exercise of such 
leadership? it asks. 

Mr Woodhead acknowledges 
there is a case for keeping lo- 
cal authorities but asks whether 
schools might be better served 
by commercial agencies. 

■ A Question of Standards: 
findmgtfte balance: Chris Wbod- 
head; Potiieia, 28 Charing Cross 
Road. WC2 DDB; £5. 
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Dress rehearsal: Pupils at Britain's first 'School for Santas' preparing yesterday for the big night 


Photograph: Edward Sykes 


Sado-masochistic sex ‘should be legal’ 


STEPHEN WARD 

Legal Affairs Correspondent 

Adults should be given immu- 
nity from prosecution for sado- 
masochistic sexual acts between 
consenting adults, the Govern- 
ment's Ic^al advisers, the Law- 
Commission, argues today. 

A celebrated case, known as 
Operation Spanner, brought 
the issue to public attention 
when the police successfully 
prosecuted several men for acts 
of geniLal torture and violence 
to the anus, penis, testicles and 


nipples, where die victims had 
ail been willing participants. 

The House of Lords ruled by 
three to two that the conviction 
was correct, and the defen- 
dants have appealed to the Eu- 
ropean Court of Human Rights, 
which will hear the case next 
year. 

The Law Commissioners be- 
came the centre of a furore 
when a Bill based on their rec- 
ommendations on Family 
Homes and Domestic Violence 
came to the attention of Con- 
servative backbenchers who 


feared it undermined family 
values, and had to be dropped. 
In a virulent campaign, the 
Daily Mail branded the com- 
mission a subversive body which 
should be abolished. 

Partly because of that row. 
the commission - made up of 
expert barristers chaired by a 
judge - has taken the rare step 


of putting the latest issue, of 
when consent constitutes a de- 
fence to a criminal acL to a sec- 
ond period of consultation 
which will last until next June. 

The commission's paper also 
reviews the law of consent re- 
lating to other areas such as rit- 
ual ^circumcision, cosmetic 
piercing, tattooing, dangerous 


sports and martial arts. It rec- 
ommends that "adults should 
generally be entitled to make 
choices for themselves". But it 
says there should be special 
rules for the young and the 
mentally disabled. 

□ Consent and the Criminal Law. 
Law Commission Consultation 
Paper 139. HMSO £21. 


Exclusive Nokia . 
Christmas Offer. 
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Barclays Bank PLC. 

Interest Rates for 

Business Customers* Charities and Societies 
with effect from 13th December 1995. 


ACCOUNT TITLE 


tGROSS *NET 
RATE RATE 
(°b P_A.J (%P-A.) 


CELLPHONES 
DIRECT 
CHRISTMAS 
PACKAGE 
NOKIA 101 




.99 

INC. VAT 


PLUS 

FREE SPARE BATTERY 
FREE IN-CAR ADAPTOR 
FREE LEATHER CASE 


m 
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NOKIA * 

MODEL 101. 

♦ 50 name/number memory ♦ 150 
mins* talk-time ♦ 33 las* standby- 
time ♦ Complete with mans charger 
and 800 mAh battery 


GUARANTEED PEACE OF MIND 

Ytow phene * oowrad by ax 1 4 days 
no qulbbto money back premise. 


ORDER NOW FOR FREE LINE RENTAL UNTIL DECEMBER 31ST 1995 AND FREE DELIVERY IN 4 WORKING DAYS 



nfwMmcmcnwKHmBBffiOTramcnLMnwnKraa- w^m BBS VI) 1 S8 

GtmKHEMuniKOTiRDCflora r\ 1 L . J muum ihnkJ 

Ofa stag to strand a standi atone cwbaa to eadiptaanifii CriptawsQiied Ui IH3 Lwr ftoroand Road. RKtmomkiiMn-nainai TW9 lift 
, * Manta delate and toms artfrandtaonsolIJib offer arc awbWfl on raqaesl. £ twjngn. tegaered No 29952ZZ 


BUSINESS PREMIUM ACCOUNT. (Rates also apply to 
Farmers Premium Account) - instant access. 

£0 - 2.625 1.960 

£500- £1,999 2.623 1.969 

£2,000 - £24,000 3.000 2.250 

£25,000 - £99,900 3.500 2.625 

£100,000 - £249,999 3.750 2.SI3 

£250,000 - £1 million 3.875 2.90b 

HIGH INTEREST BUSINESS ACCOUNT - 14 days’ notice. 

£2.000 - £9,999 3.625 2.719 

£10,000 - £24,999 4.375 3.2S1 

£25,000 -£09,999 4.S75 3.656 

£ 1 00,000 - £249,999 = ' ’= * c * ■ * 

£250.000 + 


CLIENTS PREMIUM ACCOUNT 

£10,000 - £24,999 

£25,000 - £99,999 

£100.000 - £249,999 

£250,000 - £999,999 

£] million + 


BARCLAYS COMMUNITY ACCOUNT. (An interest bearing 
current account for chibs, charities, churches and societies.) 
No minimum balance. Interest paid quarterly. 

£0 - £4,999 
£5,000 - £9,999 
£10,000 -£24,999 
£25,000 + 


SEVEN DAY DEPOSIT ACCOUNT. (A seven days’ notice 
account.) No minimum balance. Interest paid half-yearly. 


t GROSS R.-1TE is die contractual rale of interest payable not taking account of the deduction of income 
tax as the baste rase. 

* SET R.4TE u the roi. - which would be payable after aliening for the deduction of income tax at the 
current basic me from the gross raze. Baste Rase Tax (BRT) may sttiy and therefore the net rate is given 
as an illustration only. BRT will only be deducted in those cases when the Bank is obliged to do to. 

Interest rules quoted are subject to variation, for further information cm these or arty other services please 
contact y\w Lxal Barclays branch or Business Centre who will be pleased to help. 


BARCLAYS 


Barclays Bank PLC. Reg. Loadon, England Reg. No 1026 167. Reg. Office 54 Lombard Street, London HOP 3 AH. 



Base Rate 

Yorkshire Bank announces 
that with effect from close 
of business on 
13th December 1995 

its Base Rate is reduced 
from 

6.75% to 6.50% 


Yorkshire Bank 

20 Merrion Way, Leeds LS2SNZ 



National Westminster Bank 
announces that 
with effect from 
13 December 1995 
its Base Rate 
is reduced from 
6.75% to 6.5% per annum. 

All facilities (including regulated consumer credit 
agreements) with a rate of interest linked to 
NotWest Rase Rote will be varied accordingly. 


Nalior.cil Westminster Bank Pic 
41 Lo'hb'c.'U London EC2P 2BP 


Hill Samuel 
Base Rate 

With effect from the close of business 
on Wednesday 13th December, 1995 
and until further notice, 

Hill Samuel Bank's Base Rate is 

6.50% per annum 


All facilities (including regulated consumer credit 
agreements) widi a rate of intae# linked to 
Hill Samuel Bank's Base Rale will be varied accordingly. 



Hill Samuel 


Hill Samuel Bank Limned 
100 Wood Street. London EC2P 2 A J 
A Member of The Securities and Futures Authority 
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politics 


MPs voice support for ‘Ofbus’ 


CHRISTIAN WOLMAR 

Transport Correspondent 

An “Ofbus"-style regulator 
should be appointed to the bus 
industry to prevent unfair com- 
petition and companies' being 
driven out of business by preda- 
toiy practices, an all-party Com- 
mons committee recommended 
yesterday. 

The Transport Select Com- 
mittee, which has published a 
report on the deregulation of 
the bus industry, says there 
have been more complaints to 
the Office of Fair Trading about 
the bus industry than about all 
other industries put together, a 
total of 541 between 1987 and 
the end of 1994. 

Yet the OFT is seen as too 
slow and cumbersome to deal 
with complaints, since often, by 
the time it has produced a re- 
port, a company has been dri- 
ven out of business. The 
committee warned that 20 com- 
panies remained within mun- 
icipal control and these were 
vulnerable to predatory attacks 
unless there were new proce- 
dures to protect them when they 
were put up for sale. 

The report said some com- 
panies “bad received threats, di- 
rect or implied, to keep out of 
an area or face being run off the 
road in a predatory retalia- 
tion”. More common forms of 
predatory behaviour were to 
“swamp an area with buses in 
order to reduce an incumbent's 
revenue and to cut fares, or even 
to charge no fares at ail”. 
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Wheels of industry: Deregulation has created a boom for some operators, but often at the expense of others 


The committee highlighted 
the case of Darlington, where 
Stagecoach, Britain's biggest 
bus company, ran a free bus ser- 
vice in 1994 in order to drive the 
local municipal bus company 
out of business. Stagecoach 
also poached drivers by offer- 
ing them a signing-on fee and 
although the Monopolies and 
Mergers Commission later 


called Stagecoach’s activities 
“predatory, deplorable and 
against the public interest”, 
by then, the municipal bus 
company had gone bankrupt. 

Buses were deregulated out- 
side London by the Transport 
Act 1985. The committee found 
that: “The effects ofbus dereg- 
ulation have been very uneven 
throughout the country.” 


Since deregulation, three or 
four big bus groups have grown 
through acquiring smaller com- 
panies around Britain. The 
committee heard evidence that 
there were suspicions that these 
big groups were deliberately 
avoiding competing with each 

other. The OFT said there was 
an “apparent reluctance of the 
major operators to engage in di- 


rect competition with other 
larger companies by invading 
‘their’ territories.™ However, 
the large companies had been 
very aggressive in taking over 
smaller firms. 

The industry body, the CPX 
opposed the creation of a reg- 
ulator, which would “simply 
add an unnecessary and waste- 
ful layer of bureaucracy”. 


Speaker joins anger 
at asylum benefit cut 


S peaker Betty Boothrqyd 
may have collected an- 
other black mark with her 
critics on the Ibiy benches yes- 
terday when she gave extra lat- 
itude to protests at the 
Government’s handling of ben- 
efit cuts for asylum seekers. 

Social Security orders with- 
drawing benefit from some 
13,000 asylum seekers come 
into effect on 8 January, but the 
procedures used leave MPs 
scant chance to debate the. 
move. David Alton, Liberal 
Democrat MP for Mossley HID, 
has written to the Speaker com- 
plaining of a “blatant abase of 
Parliament". 

Normally at least 18 days are 
allowed between orders being 
laid before Parliament and their 
implementation. The orders 
are expected to go down on 
Monday, but MPs break for 
Christmas two days later and do 
not return until 9 January. 

Thousands of refugees wQl by 
then have been left penniless. 
Mr Alton said the burden would 
fall on charities and local au- 
thorities as an estimated 10,000 
people were made homeless. 

The benefit danrpdown is 
part of the coniroveisial Asylum 
and Immigration Bill- It is now 
before a standing committee but 
it will be weeks before the 
clauses are considered. Labour 
MBs Max Madden and Ihul Fly- 
nn joined the protests. Parlia- 


ment was being treated with 
“outrageous” contempt. 

Replying to the points or or- 
der, Miss Boothroyd said she 
had allowed more than one MP 
to speak because of the seri- 
ousness of the situation. The 
chair could not interfere with 
the Government’s use of its or- 
der nuking power, she said, but 
then added: “I hope the strong 


Inside 

Pariian 


ij Stephen 
Goodwin 


expressions which have been 
made in this House will have 
beea noted by those on the 
Treasury front bench.” In 
Speaker language it was a clear 
message of disapproval. 

A plea for a lifting of the 
ban on homosexuals 
serving in the armed 
forces was made by Alan 
Howarth, the Stratford-upon- 
Avon MP who defected from 
Toiy to Labour in October. 

As MPs debated the Armed 
Forces BS1, renewing the forces’ 
discipline Acts, Mr Howarth 
said sexuality should have no 


beariog on people's eligibility to 
serve their countty - a view hol- 
ly contested by service chiefs. 

Intervening on Nicholas 
Soames, the armed forces min- 
ister, he asked: “Wfll you accept 
that homosexuals are just as 
likelv as anybody eke to be high- 
ly competent and professional 

. members of the armed services 

and that their sexuality should 
have no bearing on their eligi- 
bility to serve their country, and 
wfll you legislate to that effect? 

Usually robust in his view that 
homosexuality is incompatible 
with service life, Mr Soames said 
the committee on the Bill would 
be able to debate the issue. 

O vertime is the new 
“British disease", Denis 
MacShanc. Labour MP 
for Rotherham, said as he ini- 
tiated a short debate on the im- 
pact of work on family life. 

The father of four said that 
last year nearly 69 millkm hours 
of overtime were worked week- 
ly in Britain, equivalent to near- 
ly two million jobs. Calling for 
a “ family and work law” to ban 
excessive working hours, he 
said: “Today we find we have 
Lime for nothing except to slave 
for the re-exalted god of Mam- 
mon, which the Conservatives 
have set above us, where the 
making of money is far more im- 
portant than the making of a 
family or a community.™ 



NI arms group starts work 


DAVID MCKI7TRICK, 

Ireland Correspondent 

The first track of the twin- 
track approach in the Northern 
Ireland peace process is to be 
launched tomorrow when the 
international body on decom- 
' stoning begins work m 


\r > - The. establishment of the 
threesman body, headed by se- 
nior^ 'American politician, 
Gebfge Mitchell, was an- 
nounced at a recent Anglo- 
.. Irisfrsummh by the British and . 
Irak governments. '• 
i. Tts .«^is fo^repare%xeport 
' by dstion 

- »trf- paramilitary 
meantime the second track vrill 
open shortly as the two gov- 
er^^ats. hold preliminary 


discussi ons armed at opening 
all-party talks by the end of 
February. 

The Northern Ireland Sec- 
retary, Sir Patrick Mayhew, is 
expected to outline the British 
government’s position to Mr 
Mitchell and his two associates, 
a Canadian and a F inn, 
tomorrow. 

There is keen interest in 
whether the international body 
will be able to find some way 
of reconciling die IRA's flat re- 
fusal to hand over any guns at 
•.«his r Stage; ytilh. the Govern- 
ment’s insistence that some 
arms should' he 
"storied ‘before Sirin'' 
♦enccr’fn&'taafa. • ■ */ i; 

The international body will 
be hearing from the political 
parties and “other relevant 


persons” over two days. On 
Sunday its members are to 
move on to Dublin where they 
will meet representatives of 
the Irish government and 
others. 

In Dublin they are also ex- 
pected to meet Smn Fein. Last 
week the IRA put down a 
marker that its position had not 
changed by announcing: “There 
is no question of the IRA meet- 
ing the ludicrous demand for a 
surrender of IRA weapons ei- 
ther through the front or the 
back door.” 

Meanwhile, a busy round of 
political talks aver the next 10 
days is expected to include a 
number of inter-party meetings 
and visits to Belfast and Dublin 
by the Prime Minister, John 
Major. 



Mayhew. Set to outline 
Government’s position 
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Seasonal savings throughout the store 

igps^ 


Win the best seats 
in the house with 

the ¥ INDEPENDENT 


25% OFF ALL Debenhams silk ties 

25% OFF ALL Debenhams co-ordinated shirt and tie sets 

^ A(V £%CC A I I Debenhams Christmas decorations, cards, 
Aw/O vrr MLL Christmas crackers and Debenhams gift foods 

10% OFF ALL Debenhams ladies knitwear 
10% OFF ALL Debenhams, J.Tayflor and Tula leather 

10% OFF ALL Debenhams & Jon Richard costume je w el l ery 

10% OFF ALL Gossard ladies co-ordinated underwear 
10% OFF ALL Men^s and ladies Levfs, Wrangler, Lee, Pepe 




$£*$*** 
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OPEN A DEBENHAMS ACCOUNT 
AND SAVE 10% IMMEDIATELY 

Open a Debenhams account* in store and 
save 10% off selected items for one week 
See instore for details. 

•Account opening ta n*j«t to status. Fu* wtatn detail of the 
Debenhams account are mlbbte upon request. 

fNo purchase necessary See irwora for detaUs. (Thb offer curnot be used 
in conjunction wfdi any other efijeount offer or vouchor promotion). 


At Christmas 


THE Dll ERENf E IS 

DEBE ^ HAMS 
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Most offers mJbble « most Debenhams stores induing Brawns of Chester. Stock subject to mflibifiqr. 


DEBENHAMS 


Today, a box 
for The Wind 
in the "Willows 


If you fancy a trip to the theatre, 
we would like to offer you the best 
seats in the house. All this week we 
are giving you the chance to win top 
dass tickets to shows ranging from 
opera to ballet to drama. 

Today you could win a box at The 
Old Vic for The Wind in the Wil- 
lows, Alan Bennett's ingenious 
adaptation of the Kenneth Gra- 
hame classic. Ratty, Mole and Toad 
are joined by squirrels, hedgehogs 
and scheming weasels as they tour 
the open road, explore the Wild 
Wood and laze by The Rjverbank. 

With stunning costumes, a daz- 
zling script and infectious music, The 
Wind in the Willows is that rare 
beast: a show for all the family. 

The prizewinner’s performance 
takes place at the The Old Vic on 
Wednesday 27 December, 1995, at 
7 JO pm. To be in with a chance of 
winning a box for a total of five peo- 
ple, simply answer the following 
question. 

Question: What is the 
name of Toad’s stately 
residence? 

Then call: 

; /:v . 10891 32553$ • / - 

and leave your answer, name, ad- 
dress and daytime telephone num- 
ber, The winner will be chosen at 
random from all correct answers re- 
ceived after the dosing date of mid- 
night Friday 15 December. 

Your call will last no longer 
than a minute. Calls cost 39p per 
minute cheap rate and 49p per 
minute at all other times. Normal 
Newspaper Publishing rules apply, 
the Editor’s decision is final. There 
is no cash alternative. Sony, this 
competition is not open to readers 
in the Republic of Ireland. 

For further details of this show, 
please call the booting office on 
0171 928 6655. 


Tomorrow: Win tickets for Swan Lake 
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CHRIS BJJVCKHURST .. . 

Westminster Cbfresfxjndent 

Sbopfloo/ staff at BMARCv 
the company where the MP 
Jonathan Aitken was once a 
ncm-<urecutive. director, .gos- 
sipped that weapons shipped to 
Singapore were really bound for 
Iran, an 'influential group of 
MBs was told yesterday. 

Mr Aitken has strenuously 
denied he was ever aware Iran 
was the true, destination. 

Winjam McNaught, the com- 
pany's former managing direc- 
tor, said in answer to the 
Commons Trade and Industry 
Select Committee inquiry into 
how naval guns made by 
BMARC were sent to Iran in 
defiance of an- arms embargo, 
that it was “shop-floor gossip” 
the guns we re going to Iran. 

Mr McNaught also admitted 
that he had had doubts Ihatthe 
140 guns, under a deal kifown 
as project Lisi, were not in- 
tended fbrSingapore. In a state- 
ment. he told the MPS: “It was 
understood within BMARC 
that the quantity of weapons 
involved in project Lisi was fan 
in excess of Sin^pore’snatioual 
needs and that they would be 
exporting the-majority of. their 
products.” . . 

Despite that, Mr McNaxight 
saidhe was newt aware that the 
lisi guns might be destiny for 
Iran. He maintained noihfor- 
matfon from a goveamneni de- 
partment ■- {foreign Office, 
Department of Trade and In- 
dustry, .Ministry Of Defence! or 
the mtefligenceserviees - say-- 
ing the lisi guns were, going to ' 
Iran hail- ever reached hrm. 

This wa&dejpitie an intelligence 

report linking, the BMARC 


Euro-time debate: Government scuppers bid to bring Britain in line with continental hours 

Scots win day 
over 

The Cabinet yesterday bowed to 
strong Scottish opposition by 
deciding to withhold govern- 
ment backing from a Private 
Member's Bill seeking to give 
Lhc United Kingdom an extra 

hour of afternoon daylight, 
writes Donald Macintyre. 

In a severe blow to John Bul- 
terfill, the Bournemouth West. 

Tory MP who yesterday intro- 
duced the Bill, the Cabinet 
agreed yesterday not to give the 
Bill the extra government time 
it would almost certainly need 
to hecome law. The Bill will be 
taken on a free vote but now- 
looks increasingly doomed. 

Scottish hostility was based 
on the fact that it would have 
meant an extra hour of morn- 
ing darkness in the wintcr- 
which has a particularly adverse 
impact on adults going to work 
and children going to school, es- 
pecially in the North. There was 
also opposition in Northern 
Ireland. 

The derision amounts to a 


weapons with Iran having been 
sent to the MoD and Mr Mc- 
Naught receiving brie fings from 
the security services. These 
briefings, he said, did not cov- 
er UsL 

- Roger Berry, MP, said he 
failed to understand how Mr 
McNaught could run a compa- 
ny selling equipment to Singa- 
pore, doubting that was their 
real destination and yet fail to 
investigate where they were re- 
ally going. “You can get para- 
noid over these things,” said 
Mr Mcnanght- 
As for the shop-floor gossip, 
he assumed that had stemmed 
from workers seeing pho- 
tographs of the guns in Iran in 
defence magazines. 
r . Earlier, MPs quizzed Gerald 
James, a former BMARC 
director and dudrman of ils par- 
ent company Astra Holdings. 
Mr James stuck to his oft- 
repeated charge that BMARC 
directors did know that the 
guns were bound for Iran and 
that Mr AiLken was present at 
board meetings when the lisi 
contract was discussed. . 
i v Asked how he knew directors 
were" aware Iran .was the real 
was 
was 



Light relief: Farmers in the Highlands will be able to have extra daylight 


Photograph: Cofin McPherson 


victory for Michael Forsyth, 
the Secretary of Slate for Scot- 
land. who had lobbied hard 
against a powerful coalition of 
Cabinet opinion in favour of 
bringing the UK into line with 
European time. He is under- 
stood to have had the hacking 
of both Malcolm Rifkind ana 
Ian Lang, both of whom have 
Scottish constituencies. 

Other ministers - including, 
it is believed. Kenneth Clarke, 
the Chancellor, and Michael 
Heseltine, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, and Michael Howard, 
the Home Secretary were 
strongly in favour. 

The derision illustrates the in- 
creasing sensitivity of Scotland 
as a political issue for the Gov- 
ernment .An alternative pro- 
posal - that Scotland should he 
kepi on a separate time zone - 
was also strongly opposed by Mr 
Forsyth on the grounds that it 
could be seen as undermining 
the Government's commitment 
to the Union. 


endAiser, he- replied: “It 
Wedge. It 


common knowledge, 
quite openly discussed." 

- Mr James stressed he relied 
entirely upon the assurances of 
' Major-General Donald Isles, a 
feBow BMARC director with 
dose MbD connections, that the 
Government was aware of, and 
had approved, the sending of 
tfae naval cannons to Iran. 

Mr James said he. could of- 
fer no documentary evidence to 
back-up his claims mice his 

police and not returned 


Student loans staff 
face curb on perks 


The headdfthe Studenli*3ans 
company had his contract re- 
newed for a further- five years 
after allegations of financial 
impropriety were made against 
him. MPs were told last nighi 
writes Fran Abrams. 

Gaims against Ron Harrison, 
its chief executive, were made 
in October 1992, more than two 
years before he was sacked for 
financial misdealings. Mr Har- 
rison faced the claims that he 
misused expenses and that he 
look his wife and secretary out 
at the company^ expense. 

An investigation in 1992 dis- 
missed allegations made in 


anonymous letters, but in Jan- 
uary 1994, a further report by 
Coopers A Lybrand proved 
some of the claims to be true. 

• Now staff perks such as pri- 
vate medical insurance, com- 
panycare and petrduflerwances, 
nave been withdrawn from new 
staff, the Commons Public Ac- 
counts Committee heard. 

An ombudsman who was 
paid £8 ,000 per year but who 
only received one. student's 
complaint in four years, is to be 
replaced on a smaller fee. The 
company could also cease to be 
a private concern and become 
a government department 
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First Direct Base Rate 


W«h effect from 13 December. 1995 First Direct Base. Rate 

has been redi*^ by 0,25% to 6£0% 


Rextloan 


Wtti effect from 14 December i9&5, the Ftexik}W rate has 
been reduceefby 0-60% to 185096 p.a* {APR l9-£%] 


HomeOtvner Reserve 


With effect from 14 December 1995, the HomeOwner ■ 
Reserve rate has been reduced byQ,259&. to 12.75% p-a. 
(APR 135%) 



i= with effect from-2 January 96, oix Visa rates are. . 

^ MMst lypharfAPR . TVPtoa J APft , 

^ toteos* . (purchases) . V. (o^admnee) 

j© 1.53WAnontti. . 1?.9* . 22.1% ' 
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Royal Mail’s SPECIAL DELIVERY and 
REGISTERED services guarantee overnight 
delivery from just £2.95. And we deliver all year 
round, not just on one night. 

Both Special Delivery and Registered will ensure 
. your packages arrive by 12.30pm the next working 
day, virtually anywhere in the UK. However, if 
you’re sending something valuable. Registered gives 
your items extra security and the added reassurance 
of up to £500 compensation in the very unlikely 
event your package is lost or damaged. 

So if you want to guarantee a happy Christmas, 
talk to Royal Mail about Special Delivery and 
Registered on 0800 25 0800, or fill in the coupon. 

■ 0 0 • 


Name 

Job title.. 


Company 
Address. 


Postcode... 
Tel 


Return coupon to: 
ROYAL MAIL, 
FREEPOST, 
BASILDON, 

SS15 4BR. 
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international 


China dissident trial: Pro-democracy activist stands firm as Peking court hands down 14-year sentence for sedition 
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Cold front: Police forming a cordon to keep Western journalists away from the court where Wei Jingsheng stood trial 


Photograph: Reuter 


TERESA POOLE 

Peking 

Far 30 minutes yesterday, inside 
a heasi^guarded Peking court- 
room, China’s leading pro- 
democracy dissident, Wei 
Jingsheng; rejected the charge 
that he had conspired “to sub- 
vert the Chinese government”. 
But it took the three judges less 
than five hours to convict Mr 
Wei and sentence him to 14 
yeas’ imprisonment, after pro^ 
ecuticra evidence that he had in- 
vested in a Chinese credit 
co-operative, planned art exhi- 
bitions and punished articles in 
an attempt to “overthrow the 
dictatorship of the people and 
split the country”. 

Mr Wsi's brother and sister 
were allowed to attend the pro- 
ceedings but guards prevented 
the defendant from speaking to 
them. Since his detendon on 
1 April 1994, Mr Wei’s family 
had been unable to establish his 
whereabouts. Wei Xiaotao said 
his 46-year-old brother looked 
thinner, but had waved, and 
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> FlexAccount It's tune to abandon your bank, FlexAccount is the alternative: 

1 . You treat every branch as your local branch. 2. Interest - the more your, balance, the better the rate. 3. Overdraft — 
no fees to use it, no charges to set it up, no fuss. 4. Overdraft interest - almost certainly lower than die rate you 
have now. 5. Payment card - £100 cheque guarantee, debit and cash caid in oh t. 6. 24 hour 
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smiled in courL But the trial had 
to be suspended for nearly half 

an hour, he added, when the de- 
fendant suffered an attack of 
high btood pressure, mfonna- 
fton that will raise fears about 
the state of Mr Wet’s health. No 
film footage was broadcast on 
the main evening television 
news* announcement of Mr 
Wei’s “crimes’’, but pho- 
tographs released by the gov- 
ernment news agency showed 
an expressionless figure sitting 
in a chair in the courtroom. 

Mr Wei denied the accusa- 
tions in a vigorous 10-point de- 
fence, delivered seated, in 
which he said “all my activities 
respected the Chinese law”. 
His two lawyers argued that ev- 
idence bad been extracted from 
old letters and articles, and 
been quoted out of context In 
what most have been extreme- 
ly painful for Mr Wei, the only 
prosecution witness was his for- 
mer dose asdstant, Tbng Yi, 
who was sentenced last year 
without trial to two-and-a-half 
years “re-education through 
labour”. She was certainly put 
under immense pressure to 
testify. 

The harsh sentence will act as 
a reminder to Chinese people 
that the government still refuses 
to tolerate any pressure for 
political change. Mr Wei is the 
most prominent symbol of Chi- 
na’s stifled pro-democracy 
movOMOL He was a leading fig- 
ure in the Democracy Wail 
protests of the late Seventies 
and in 1979 was sentenced to 15 
years after demanding a “Fifth 
Modernisation” - democracy. 
When he was released on parole 
in September 1993 as part of 
China’s campaign to win the 
2000 Olympics for Peking, Mr 
Wei immediately resumed his 
calls for political reform and 
greater human rights, as well as 
trying to raise money for the 
families of those killed in the 
Tiananmen Square massacre 
of June 1989 . 

International condemnation 
of Mr Wei's sentence was swift 
yesterday. A British embassy of- 
ficial expressed “shock and dis- 
may”. The US, Germany and 
Australia were among other 
countries to protest against the 
verdict Analysts in Peking com- 
mented that the trial has coin- 
cided with renewed rumours 
about the health of China’s 91- 
year-old patriarch, Deng Xi- 
aoping, and that Mr Wei’s 
conviction has confirmed the 
tough hne on dissidents ahead 
of the transitional period. 

With Peking blanketed by 
the first snow of winter, the 
No I Intermediate People’s 
Court was ringed by soldiers and 
plainclothes public security of- 
ficials from early morning yes- 
terday. Despite earlier 
government assertions that the 
trial would be “open”, foreign 


reporters and onlookers were 
barred from getting dose to the 
court compound, and only 
hand-picked Chinese were al- 
lowed to observe proceedings. 

The Chinese government 
case against Mr Wei included 
extraordinary accusations about 
the dissident's alleged fund- 
raising activities. In court, pros- 
ecutors charged that he had 
purchased a 12 per cent stake 
m a Chinese credit co-operative 

as part of plans to create a fund- 
ing institution for pro-democ- 
racy activities. Further money 
“for his subversive cause” was 
to be raised through art exhi- 
bitions. According to Chinese 
state television, Mr Wei had also 
published articles in the foreign 
media attacking the Chinese 
government, asked foreigners 
for “hundreds of thousands of 
dollars”, and consorted with 
other dissidents while out cm pa- 
role, inducting Wang Dan, one 
of the June 1989 student lead- 
ers. “He exchanged signals with 
anti-China organisations 
abroad to overthrow the dicta- 
torship of the people and split 
the country.” the prosecutors 
said. 

Mr Wei gave a very different 
interpretation of events. He 
said that his efforts to raise mon- 
ey to help Tiananmen mas- 


Wel Jingsheng: concern 
over state of his health 

sacre victims had been “from a 
h umani tarian point of view, and 
was not subversive”, according 
to his brother's report of the tri- 
al. As for his articles, Mr Wei 
was reported to have said: “My 
articles were faxed abroad with 
the government’s permission 
and cannot serve as proof of the 
crimes of which I am accused.” 

During his six months of 
freedom between September 
1993 and April 1994, Mr Wei 
was adamant that he would 
never leave China, even though 
other dissidents have in recent 
years been granted asylum 
abroad. 

In sentencing Mr Wei, the 
judges also stripped him of his 
political rights for three years, 
a common procedure with Chi- 
nese dissidents and one which 
can create problems for the 
famili es. 


Words are cheap 
in Hong Kong 
newspaper war 


STEPHENVINES 

Hong Kong 

Not only are Hong Kong news- 
paper publishers prepared to 
earn nothing from selling their 
papers, one publisher is actualfy 
paying vendors to sell them. 

Tie newspaper price war that 
brought about this crajy stale of 
affairs broke out in earnest at die 
weekend but has its roots in the 
June launch of the brash and in- 
novative Apple Daily. Alone 
among the mass’ circulation 
dailies, it says it will stand up to 
bullying from China and now 
claims to be outselling all oth- 
er papers in the colony. 

On Saturday the established 
market leader, the Oriental 
Daily News, announced it was 
slashing its price from HK$5 
(4p) to HKJ2 (Up); it was 
qwcklyfoDowed by all the other 
mass-circulation papers, with 
one exception. However the 
Hong Kong Daily News went a 
step further and dropped its 
price to a mere HK$L Previ- 
ously all newspaper prices were 
controlled at the same level by 
an informal cartel At this price 
the Daily News is haring.to pay 
vendors HKS0.75 for every copy 
sold. 

The Oriental Press Group, 
publisher of the Oriental Daily 
News , says it started the press 
war “to reward readers on our 
28th anniversary”. 

This version is not accepted 
by a senior executive at Singftio 


ter the Oriental Daily News 
launched the price war because 
it can no longer tolerate l _the 


threat posed by Apple Daily 
“They want to retain their mar- 
ket leadership,” he said. 

Apple has responded by 
knocking just HK$1 off its 
HKS5 cover price, promising to 
freeze it at that level iwtQ 1997, 
“unless the situation gets much 
worse”, said Loh Chan, the 
paper’s editor. 

His paper is a mixture of sex 
and crime stories, alongside 
hard-hitting political commen- 
tary and some of the best news 
reporting in Hong Kong. 

The paper’s publisher is Jim- 
09 Lai, the former retail cloth- 
ing tycoon. He has been one of 
the Chinese g ove rn ment’s least 
favourite publishers since he 
wrote a blunt, insulting article 
about the Chinese Prime Min- 
ister, li Peng. 

Giina’s dislike of the new pa- 
per was signalled as soon as it 
was published and Apple re- 
porters were banned from cov- 
ering a meeting of Hong Kong 
policy advisers in Pe king . 

The paper has proved there 
is a strong market for a publi- 
cation prepared to consistently 
criticise both China and Chinese 
officials. The extent of its pop- 
ularity has led to rumours that 
China will close Apple after it 
resumes sovereignty over Hong 
Kong in 1997, 

Meanwhile, the price war is 
sending the shares oz newspaper 
companies through tile floor. 
Ken McKenzie, publisher of 
local trade magazine Media, 
said: “I just don’t think a price 
war at a time of rising newsprint 
pikes makes sense for a prudent 
business, bur there’s a lot of pas- 
sion in newspapers.” 
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Before you buy a mobile phone 
this Christmas, remember... 

Vodafone has the only analogue 
network in the UK that can offer you 
protection against fraudulent usage. 

Our ingenious system makes it 
impossible for fraudsters to run up 
calls on your bill. Only Vodafone can 
give you this comfort. 


And what's more, buy a Vodafone 
during December and get a big cheque 
back on your calls. 

Every connection to Vodafone's 
LowCall or Digital services qualifies 
for a healthy rebate on call charges. 

For full details ask your mobile 
phone specialist or high street retailer. 
This offer must end on December 31st 
1995, so hurry. 


NOBODY GOES FORTHER TO KEEP 
YOU IN TOUCH. 
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Fear of future wars 


hangs over treaty 


TONY BARBER 

Paris 


Europe's most violent conflict 
since the Second Wtorid Whr will 
be officially declared at an end 
today when a peace treaty for 
Bosnia-Herz^govioa is signed at 
the EfysSe Palace. In an effort 
to consolidate the settlement, 
foreign ministers of Serbia, 
Croatia and Bosnia met outside 
Paris yesterday to discuss mu- 


tual diplomatic recognition. 


Such a step would in theory 
increase chances of a lasting 
peace, as it would indicate that 
Serbia and Croatia had aban- 
doned the idea of carving up 
Bosnia between them. Howev- 
er, as delegations from Eu- 
rope, North - America and the 
Islamic world arrived, the mood 
was one less of self-congratu- 
lation than of misgivings. 

The settlements, reached 
after three weeks of US-bro- 
kered talks last momh in Day- 
ton, Ohio, represent a 
compromise between the am- 
bitions of Bosnia's Muslim-led 
government, the Bosnian 
Croats and the Bosnian Serbs. 
In accordance with the gov- 
ernment’s wishes and those of 
the world at large, the settle- 
ment preserves Bosnia as an in- 
dependent state in its pre-war 
frontiers but it weakens the ap- 
plication of this principle by of- 


ficially dividing the country into 
a Muslim -Croat federation and 
a Bosnian Serb republic. 

lo make a reality of the 
agreement, a 60,000-strong 
Nato-led force, including troops 
from Russia and about 10 oth- 
er non-Nato countries, will be 
deployed in Bosnia, probably 
starting on Monday. Britain is 
contributing 13,000 troops, the 
United States 20,000 and 
France about 10,000. 

Nato governments say their 
forces will remain in Bosnia no 
longer than a year, during which 
time the aim is to forge a com- 
prehensive anus-control regime 
for the former Yugoslavia, put 
together an economic-recon- 
struction programme, help two 
million refugees return home 
and arrange free elections in 
Bosnia. 

Presidents Slobodan Milo- 
sevic of Serbia, Franjo Tudjman 
of Croatia and Alija Izetbegovic 


E 


of Bosnia will sign the treaty 
knowing that several of the 
most explosive disputes divid- 
ing them since 1991, when the 
Yugoslav wars broke out, re- 
main unsettled. For Mr Milo- 
sevic, a particularly difficult 
issue is eastern Slavonia, an en- 
clave of Croatia bordering Ser- 
bia which was seized by Serb 
rebels, backed by the Belgrade- 
led Yugoslav array, in 1991. 

Under a deal done on the 
sidelines of the Dayton accord, 
Croatia is to regain control of 
eastern Slavonia in a maximum 
of two years. But h remains in 
question whether the Croatian 
government is willing to grant 
genuine autonomy to the Serbs 
of the region, or whether it is 
biding its time until it can ex- 
pel the Serbs by force, as it did 
last May and August to the Serb 
communities of western Slavo- 
nia and the Knin Krajina. The 
Serbs of eastern Slavonia are 


Sarajevo Serbs reject Dayton deaf 


the return of Croat and other 
non-Serb refugees driven out 
since 1991. Their objective 
seems to be the maintenance of 
the artificial Serb majority cre- 
ated in the region over the 
past four years, so that eastern 
SI avonia remains under de fac- 
to Serb control with the closest 
possible ties to Serbia proper. 
In Bosnia, a main point of dis - 
agreement is the Breko corridor, 
connecting Bosnian Serb pos- 
sessions in northern and east- 
ern Bosnia. The Bosnian Serbs 
want it widened to enhance 
their security but Croats zn the 
area have protested in recent 
weeks because they stand to lose 
land in the nearby historically 
Croat region of Posavina. The 
dispute could not be resolved in 
Dayton and is going to inter- 
national arbitration. Whatever 
the judgment, it is likely to im- 
plant a desire for revenge in ooe 
or the other. 


Sarajevo — The Bosnian Serbs' referendum on the Dayton 
provision for the return to government control of Serb-held 
areas of Sarajevo produced the expected result yesterday of 
a 99 per cent vote against the deal, according to the Bosn- 
ian Serb news agency, writes Emma Daly. It claimed a 91 
percent tum-out in “Serb Sarajevo" of 778,149 people, de- 
spite UN estimates that only 75,000 live in the area. Fears 
were expressed for the future under the control of those the 
Serbs had shelled for nearly four years. 


□certainty also surrounds 

is 


the future of Sarajevo, where 
several districts in Bosnian Serb 
hands are to be handed over to 
the Moslim-Groai federation. If 
the settlement is to uphold the 
principle of mutual national 
tolerance rather than counte- 
nance the enforced separation 
of each Bosnian nationality 
from the other two, it is vital that 
Serbs in the rebel sector of Sara- 



jevo should not abandon their 
homes for the 49 per cent of 
Bosnia allocated to the Ragman 


Serb Republic. The difficulty in 
restoring even a modicum of 
trust has been demonstrated in 
the Muslim-Cnoat federation. 


where the southern city of 
Mostar remains divided into two 
sectors two years after Muslims 
and Croats stopped fighting. 
Many Muslims are unocmwnced 
Groats m western Herzegovina 
have given up tape of uniting 


their land with Croatia. It it 
equally dear that Bosnian Serb 
leaders view the accord as tem- 
porary, to be replaced one day 

by unificati on nf all Serb lands. 
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko 
Mladic may never stand trial in 


a UN court for alleged war 
crimes but even if they stepped 
down, their replacements are 
more likely to seek closer rela- 
tions with Serbia than t o rebuild 
Bosnia in co-operation with 
the Muslims and Croats. 
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you need 


for vour PC this Christmas 


Only at PC World. 
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REVEAL CHRISTMAS CRACKER 
Includes Quad Speed CD-ROM 
drive, 16 Bit stereo soundcard 
and stereo speakers, top 
CD-ROM titles including 
FIFA International Soccer & 
Theme Park. The ideal starter 
upgrade kit. 


£ 169 


PERIPHERALS 


US ROBOTICS VOICE ENABLED 

vJESbis Fax Modem. Complete communications 

<m solution. Fax. 

^ phone, data & 

^ voicemail. Cables 
and software 
included. 



CREATIVE LABS DUAL SPEED 

► Internal CD-ROM Drive 

► Dual Speed 

► Fully motorised bay 


HARD DRIVES 


MAXTOR HARD DRIVES 

► 850Mb 

► 3 -2Gb 

► 1.6Gb 

AD with FREE Dummies Book 


£42-§S 


£ 159 


EX 

VAT 


MODEM 


MOTOROLA internet solution 
v_34bis Fax Modem. 

Includes installation software 
2 nd cables. Also includes 
INTERNET trial software. 

Was £199 05 VAT 



£ 179 


ex 
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ZSPDRIVE 


IOMEGA ZIPDRZVE 
100Mb external (loppy drive 
system. Speed ofa hard drive. 
Idea] lor backup or transferring 
massive amounts of data. 


MUUMRDM HOME MT 


CREATIVE LABS CD KTT 
Quod Speed Internal CD-ROM 
drive 16 Bit stereo soundcard 
with advanced signal 
processing. Also includes 
tap Microsoft CD-ROM tides. 



£ 299 


EX 

WOT 


SCANNER 



LOGITECH COLOUSPAGE SCANNER 
34 Bit colour scanner. Up to 
400 dots per inch resolution. -- _ 

Can scan up to 6 pages per minute. £vAQ 


Xerox perfect scan technology. 


EX 

W 


KEYBOARD 


MICROSOFT NATURAL 
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i Windows 95 
Compatible Keyboard. 
Revolutionary 'split 
l '^4 keys' design. 

Includes Windows 95 
shortcut keys. 


OVER 1200 
SOFTWARE TITLES 


GRAPHICS 


COREL VENTURA PUBLISHER v5 

Hie ultimate 
desktop 
publishing 
solution 
from Corel 
available at an 
astonishingly 
low price. 

Was £199 




Microsoft's new 
fully Anglicised 
1996 version of 
the complete 
28 volume 
encyclopedia in 
one CD-ROM. 


£ 42 


CmmMUA *96 


The ultimate reference 
point for anybody 
interested in at»w 
More than 20,000 reviews. 




EX 
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4 IN 1 

Compilation pack indudes 

► Funschooi 4 the classic collection. 

► Funschool spiffing. 

► Fuiwchocd paint and create. 

► Funadtod maths. 

AQ In one superb gift 
packed box. 


£ 25 


EX 
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STORES 

NATIONWIDE 



a 


£ 59" 


464 464 


Microsoft's ultimate music 
resource complete witb 
artist profiles, provocative 
reviews as wdl as song dips 

and music suggestions. 


*34 


£ 34 
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LATEST GAMES 
RELEASES 
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STUNNING SEQUEL 
TO REBEL ASSAULT 
Now with even better 
graphics, more game 
play and shinning 
movie sequences. 

If you ask Santa for 
anything this 
Christmas, ask for this; 



Trepan in the drive of your life. 
Super graphics and outstanding . 
sound effects. 


NEW A 


The latest version of the blockbusting 
toolbaH ifAinrfrjflii'iiiy rtimimig 

3D graphs absorbing gameplajr and 


aO new virtual stadium technology 






SEQUEL TO TTCC 
Fly the top secret European. 
Sopecphne. Amazing graphics 
with super scenery. 


UTHMKJR 



SEQUELTO 
7TH GUEST 
AmaiingiyregSgtic 


jpnueplay in this truly 

interactive adventure 



ABERDEEN 

BIRMINGHAM 

JUNCTION 9 Off U6 

BRISTOL 


CARDIFF 

COLCHESTER 

EDINBURGH 


LEEDS 

LIVERPOOL 

MANCHESTER 

NORTHAMPTON 

PORTSMOUTH 

READING 


SLOUGH 

SOUTHAMPTON 

SPRUCEHELD 

STOKE 

LONDON AREA 

BRENTFORD 


CROYDON 

ENFIELD 

GUILDFORD 

LAKESIDE 

MEDWAY 

STAPLES CORNER 


OPENS 

THIS 

SATURDAY 


GLASGOW 

F1NN1ESTON 

STREET 


OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 

HUUMM HOURS: 9MK TO 8PM WSEXDW5 - 9AM TO CPM SflURDJtf. HAM TO 5PM SUKMST (EXCEPT SfftUCEnELD) 


ALL PRICES SHOWN EXCLUDING VAT. VAT WILL BE CHARGED AT 17.5%. 'Sprocottmiiw»eHoure»u*OTW0<w^ 
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San Francisco to get its first black mayor 

Sanfoaodsco — Willie Brown, the powerful former Speaker of 
the California Assembly, easily defeated the incumbent, Frank 
Jordan, inazun-off election and wifi become the city’s first black 
mayor next month. In Chicago, Jesse Jackson Jr, 30-year-old son 
of the civfl rights leader, celebrated a landslide victory over his 
Republican opponent, the lawyer Thomas Soraer, in an election 
to tta Honse of Represent AP 

Bones unearthed at Che Guevara site 


LaPftz — Searchers fotnid human banes and asknll near the site 
in Bolivia where the guerrilla leader Che Guevara is believed to 
be buried, but will take at least a week to identify the remains. 
The government ordered die dig after two retired army gener- 
al involved in Guevara’s capture and burial disclosed last mouth 
that the guerrilla leader and some of his followers were buried 
under an airstrip in southern Bolivia. . AP 


BBC newsman shot dead in Tajikistan 

Moscow— - A 50 -year-old Thjik journalist, Mohyoddin Alempcnir, 
who rqxnted for the BBCs Persian Service from Dushanbe, the 
Tajikistan capital has been shot dead outside a .city park. 
Nearly 40 journalists have been killed in the former Soviet re- 
public since 1992. AP 

Papandreou fights off his fever 

Athens — The 76-year-old Greek Prime Minister, Andreas Pa- 
pandreou, was in a stable condition, fighting an infection with 
antibiotics and breathing without the help of a respirator, a hos- 


ing* 


i for his 
fteuier 


bulletin announced. Hie was still i 
kidneys, but no longer had a fever. 

Swiss release Mexican drugs suspect 

Berne — The Swiss authorities have released Antonio Gastanon, 
one of two suspects held in a drugs and money-laundering case \y 
aUegedly linked to the former Mexican President, Carlos Safi- 
nasdeGortari. He is the brother of Mr Salinas’s sister-in-law PauBF % 
na, who was arrested with him and remains in custody. JRad& 
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NEW YEAR OFFERS 



FLORENCE m 

# December -4 nights In 

entral** Panorama Hotel, # / CM 
B&B. Hjgbts from Gatwick. M . 

MADRID 

Time0ff 30 December- 2 nigl 

ft ' I QA ; central** CSper Hotet 
L I 07 BA fruits from Gatwi 

BARCELONA 
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30 December - 2 nights in 

centra/***** Gran 'Hotel 
Havana, B&B. BA from 
Heathrow. 


£zer 

Time Off 


EUROPEAN OFFERS 


PARIS 

® m m S -■ cnr„t«r Sovereign 

UNBEATABLE 
VALUE! 

Any any train 

2 nights in centrally located ** Grand Hotel de 
P&ris, en suite bathroom. B&B. Includes trawl by 
Eurtwtar. Extra nighte £22 per night 



PRAGUE aa 





2 nights in central fflOM Time Off 
*** Hotel Julian, 
en suite bathroom, _ . 

B&R Rights from Heathrow. 

Extra nights from £19. Depart particular 
Sundays and have third night free. 

BRUGES from £89 • 2 nts - Self drive 
AMSTERDAM from £145 - 2 NTS ** * 
ROME from £214 ■ 2 nts ★★* 
BARCELONA from £189 • 2 nts 
MADRID from £189 • 2 nts ** 
VENICE from £219 • 2 nts 
FLORENCE from £232* 2 nts *★★★ 

jfisSE&t ^ rKmmUoas pinna Mon lo Frl 09.00 lo 18 jQ(V*A»- 

‘'"ft 0181-960 9066 

Cli Y i KAYELLER DIRECT LTD 
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TONY BARBER * 

fans ; - 

A former Reach- mte nieww* . 
agent, acting as the personal en- 
voy of President jactjues 
Chirac, played a key part m"se- 
aumgdierelfiasec^two Rreneh 


cuituwu. uwxw m junmi OCTO CaD- 

hvity. West era - officials said 
yesterday.' 

Jean-Charies^ Marchiani, -.a' 
Corsican who ncwholds the se- ■ 
nior government job ofprefect 


ui'the Vars department of 
soiithemFraiice. secretly ^sit- 
ed Belgrade at the end of last 
week. His mission became pub- 
bckaowiedgewhen be retnnied 
with the captives on Tuesday to 
die military airport at Vula- 
<xmblay, west of Paris. Mr 
Chirac, y*o was at the airport 
: made a point of. c alling out to 
Mr Marchiani l “Bravo, bravo." 

The President' evidently se- 
lected Mr Marchiani for the 
mission because of the former 



agent's experience in handling 
hostage crises. An intimate as- 
sociate of Charles Pasqua, a fel- 
low Corsican and former 
interior ministe r, Mr Marchiani 
was involved in efforts to free 
French hostages in Lebanon in 
the 1980s. . 

Liberation speculated that 
'Mr Chirac’s decision to use 
Mr Marchiani had angered the 
government, especially the for- 
eign and defence ministries, 
which might have viewed the 


mission to Belgrade as an un- 
acceptable form of “parallel 
diplomacy". Mr Pasqua. when 
in government, and Mr Marchi- 
ani were once criticised for 
taking foreign policy initiatives, 
particularly in relation to Islamic 
countries, that went beyond 
their official responsibilities. 

. However, if the government 
was surprised by Mr Chirac's ac- 
tivation of Mr Marchiani as an 
alternative diplomatic channel 
to the Serbian leadership, it was 


giving nothing away yesterday. 
The Foreign Minister. Heive de 
Charette, said: “The plan was 
to have as many contacts as pos- 
able and Mr Marchiani was pari 
of that effort." 

The airmen. Captain 
Frederic Chiffot and Lieutenant 
Jose Souvignet, were shut down 
near the Bosnian Serb head- 
quarters of Pale on 30 August 
as they look pan in NatcT air 
strikes against Bosnian Serb 
targets. The Defence Minister. 


Charles Milton, said yesterday 
that France would have 
refused to sign the Dayton 
peace treaty if they had not been 
freed in time for today’s sign- 
ing ceremony in Paris.’ 

He also said France would 
have insisted that United Na- 
tions sanctions on Serbia, im- 
posed because of Belgrade's 
role in instigating the wars in 
former Yugoslavia, should not 
be lifted in their entirety. As 
events turned out. the Serbian 


president, Slobodan Milosevic, 
once again demonstrated his 
ability to bring the Bosnian 
Serbs into line by helping 
France's efforts to free the 
airmen. 

French officials suggested 
lhaL the successful outcome 
owed most to the work of three 
presidents - Mr Chirac. Mr 
Milosevic of Serbia and Boris 
Yeltsin of Russia. Although Mr 
Yeltsin is still in a sanatorium 
outside Moscow recovering 




Among . the- 'nuns, .of .east 
M os tar, where buildings Be 
shattered and children pick 
their way among the nibble, mu- 
sic offers a path to some kind 
of harmony among the 
of the city. In a small (Out in- 
tact) room amid the bombed- 
out ruins of a hotel, a group of 
children sing, their voices rising 
to a crescendo. of cheers and 
laughter:, a music lesson . for r 
pupils of. the special school. ' 
- Nigel Osborne, professor of 
music, composer and critic (for 
the Independent) has poured Jhs 
energies into btiilding a music 
centre in Mostar, a means not 
only to restore the rivffiratioh 
of me city bui also to advance 
into the nest century. At present - 
the centre is a facade, the inter 
nor gutted by the refentiessfire 
from the west rbank of. the 
Neretva- river, where Bosnian 
Croat militiamen made war on 
the people of the east,-most of ■ 
them Muslims.)^ 
soon begin. Meanwhile, Mr 
Osborne, in con jun c tio n with 
the charity WurCMd, one of 
four cb aritiessn^o rt^^ the. - 

human need&r^ ■ ■ . 

The centre will have a ti> . 
partite misaom education, mn-' 
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sic therapy and a state-of-the-- 
art recording studio. .TJrisJast. fa- 
cility is hoped to attract bands 
and orchestras from all over the 
region, brin ging an economic 
boost to east Mostar and, per- 
haps,. persuading those in. the 
west mat there zs at least one 
good reason to repair relations 
with former neighbours. 

The educational aspect is ab . 
ready working, based on the 
'' ikw Bosnian cmrknlran, which 
requires an hour of mosie sfudy 

a week. Mr Osborne, and . 
WaiOrild have run refresher 
coiizses for music teachers at 
primary schools in Mostar and- 
are distributing to schools tire 
insrmmeDtsneeded in the cor- 
riciduin. There are plans afoot 
for Bosnian professors to visit 
British universities and vice-ver- 
sa: Miisic teaching JocaDy will 
focus on cMctenof primary age 
and a fow. of 'the verytalentedl 
iv-Last and perhaps most im- 
pbrtants'the pbmnedmusic 
ther^jy dqpartinent- In Mr Os- 
borne’s vision itwillcombine a 
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from a heart attack. Mr Chirac 
said the pilots would not have 
been released without his as- 
sistance. 

The French praise for Mr 
Yeltsin contrasted with the luke- 
warm view taken of US efforts 
in the crisis. Playing down the 
role of President Bill Clinton 
and his special envoy. Richard 
Holbrooke. French officials 
said the US had not been pri- 
marily responsible for securing 
the pilots' freedom. 
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CHILDREN OF 
WAR APPEAL 


I would like to make a 
donation to help children in 
former Yugoslavia. I enclose > 
a cheque/postal 
order/CAV/CAF card for 

£. made payable to 

one of the following 
charities. 

□ Child Advocacy i 

International 

□ British Red Cross ! 

Former Yugoslavia Appeal 

□ war Child i 

□ Save the Children 

(ptease tick as appropriate! 
Signature 



Beating the drum for peace: A boy at the music therapy centre now being built in Mostar 


. clinical practice with a research 
and training department Mu- 
sic therapy is a newish practice 
but gaining ground all the time 
among the medical profession; 
Bosnia has all too many po- 
tential patients. “Most of the 
Tbroken^Bsehris here have -been 
sewn up and rehabilitation will 
be the priority,*’ he said. He 
hopes that potential therapist 
win want to study in Mostar. 


Musicians are raising funds 
for the centre. Luciano Pavarot- 
ti, who has already given 
WarChild £300,000 (£196,000), 
is to present another cheque for 
$150,000 next week, from sales 
of a CD, “Pavarotti and- 
Fh'euds”, recorded at a conceit 
in Modena . The centre also will 
benefit from sales of “Miss 
Sarajevo", a single by Pavarot- 
ti, Bono and Brian Eno. 


While the Help Bosnia CD, 
recorded in 24 hours last sum- 
mer, was primarily aimed at rais- 
ing money for medical and 
food aid. some profits from the 
recording will go to the Mostar 
venture. Sales and profits of the 
disc, which featured members 
of Bhir and Oasis, Paul Mc- 
Cartney and Paul Weller, have 
far outstripped expectations. 

Perhaps music might seem a 


frivolous way to help a country 
of refugees, of wounded, hun- 
gry and bereaved - yet Bosnia 
needs food for the soul, loo. 
WarChild ran a bakery in east 
Mostar, providing more than a 
million loaves of bread to its in- 
habitants; WarChild still deliv- 
ers food aid. But now. the 
agency argues, there is a need 
to expand beyond the materi- 
al. “Here what's needed is a cul- 


Photograph: Keith Brame 

tural regeneration." said 
Jonathan House, the WarChild 
representative in Mostar. The 
country's urban educated mid- 
dle-class has been ravaged by 
the war (and its rural popula- 
tion uprooted in huge numbers). 
The cities need to provide the 
life and opportunities to prevent 
a second exodus and encourage 
a reversal of the brain drain. 

The people of Mostar still 


Ptease post your donauon(s i to: 

.The Independent Children of 
i Wdr Appeal. 

! c/o the Independent, PO , 
Box 4011. London E14 5BB j 
THANK YOU j 

need the basics for survival, but 
they also need a broader vision 
for" the future, and they do 
need your money to realise 
that vision. Once the centre is 
operating - particularly in the 
way that Mr Osborne hopes - 
there will be added incentives 
to cross the line and play to- 
gether with former enemies. 
Only through mutual depen- 
dence will Bosnia survive. 

Dtjana. 12. and Edina. 15. are 
pupils at the schooL standing 
around giggling after the lesson 
with Mr Osborne. “It's great.” 
Dijana said. "We like learning 
songs.” It Ls a kind of therapy, 
a dose of normality for a peo- 
ple brutalised by war. But per- 
haps most important, the music 
centre will not be a humani- 
tarian hand-out but a project 
that can involve all Bosnians. 
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international ~ 

France in revolt: Beleaguered Prime Minister tries to bolster position as government denies that reform pack age, is EU-driven 

Juppe under fire 
from all sides 


MARY DEJEVSKY 

Paris 


The French Prime Minister 
Alain JupptJ, appeared to be 
fighting to keep his job yester- 
day after Tuesday's vast street 

demonstrations against his wel- 
fare reform plans. 

Despite renewed support 
from President Jacques Chirac, 
who called on ministers to shew 
“firmness and calm'', Mr Jup- 
pe 4 was the object of widespread 
criticism, not just from opposi- 
tion politicians and commen- 
tators, but from within his own 
political grouping as well. 

Strikers in the key railway and 
public transport sectors are still 
refusing to return to work de- 
spite a string of concessions, and 


the question now being asked is 
whether Mr Juppt* is the prob- 


whether Mr Juppd is the prob- 
lem rather than the solution. 

The sharpest comment came 
from a young Gaullist MP, 
Philippe Briand. who said - in 
remarks later denied - “There 
is a Juppe- problem. He is in- 
capable of explaining things ... 
It is not enough to have ideas 
and work hard. He has no rap- 
port with the population.” 

Exactly bow disastrous Mr 
Juppe's communications have 
been was illustrated by 3 poll 


taken for a television discussion 
programme last night. It 
showed thaL barely 40 per cent 
could identify any of Mr Juppfi’s 
22 reform proposals - despite 
a concerted publicity effort by 
the Prime Minister's office. 

In an unambiguous effort to 
bolster his position, Mr Juppe 
held unscheduled meetings yes- 
terday afternoon with a series 
of heavyweights from the po- 
litical right, including two for- 
mer prime ministers, Edouard 
Balladur and Raymond Barre, 
and the former president Valery 
Giscard d’Estaing. 

He also announced that he 
would personally chair the “jobs 
summit” - the agreed designa- 
tion of the "social summit” de- 
manded by the trade unions, 
which will take place on 21 De- 
cember. The most hard line 
union leaders, Louis Viannet of 
the CGT and Marc Blondel of 
the Force Ouvrifere, insist they 
will negotiate with no one ex- 
cept the Prime Minister. 

There was a little consolation 
for Mr Juppe from a poll of em- 
ployers, most of whom said 
that he should stand firm, and 
expressed confidence that the 
government knew where it was 


gomg. 

The number of times that 


Paris protests 
find an echo in 


Belgian streets 


In the third of a series on EMU’s future, 
Sarah Helm finds fear and confusion 


Brussels - “Maastricht should 
not be carried on the backs of 
the workers,” said Claude 
Schoonbnidt, a green-dad for- 
est ranger who sounded his 
hunting horn as 40,000 Belgian 
public-service workers massed 
near the Place de Bnouckere. 

“Save our pensions,” shout- 
ed the postal workers. “No to 
social-security cuts,” chanted 
the train drivers. By mid-after- 
noon the centre of Brussels was 
echoing to the same cries that 
have been beard throughout 
France for the past three weeks. 

Up on a hilL where the Eu- 
ropean institutions sit in an 
isolated cluster, officials were 
deaf to the protests. As they pre- 
pared for tomorrow’s Madrid 
summit, when the 1999 deadline 
for introduction of the single 
currency will be reaffirmed. 
Commission offidals insisted 
the protests in France and Bel- 
gium had nothing to do with Eu- 
rope's drive towards a single 
currency. The European Union 
wanted to gel “doser to the cit- 
izen”. said Jacques Santer, the 
Commission President. 

But all the evidence from the 
streets of Brussels suggested 
that citizens feel alienated and 
confused. Belgians, too, are 
rising up against the economic 
cuts imposed by their govern- 
ment as part of the effort to 
meet the Maastricht criteria 
for the single currency. 

For the Belgian government, 
failure to make the economic 
grade and being left out of 
monetary union at the start 
would be devastating. A 
founder-member of the com- 


munity, Belgium has never 
voiced - till now - serious 
doubts about the value of inte- 
gration, and Jean-Luc De- 
haene, leader of the governing 
coalition, seems determined to 
win the economic battle ahead. 

Belgium's main problem is its 
public debt, standing at 134 per 
cent of gross domestic product 
(GDP). The Maastricht criteria 
say countries wishing to join the 
European Monetary Union 
must aim for debt of nearer 60 
per cent, or sbow significant 
signs of progress towards that 
target The deficit is under bet- 
ter control, and is estimated to 
be 4.5 per cent of GDP this year, 
edging down towards the Maas- 


tricht 3 per cent target. But with 
unemployment at 9.8 per cent 
and slow growth, drastic mea- 


sures are being imposed to 
bring the economy into line. 

Trade unions say Mr De- 
haene plans to slash more than 
110 billion Belgian francs 
(£2L5bo) from the 1996 budget, 
threatening jobs, pensions and 
pay. 

The revolt in Belgium is not 
as widescale as in France, nor 
is it expected to spread so far. 
The government here is a 
broad-based coalition including 
the Socialists, unlike in France, 
where workers are rising up 
against the diktat of the Gaullist 
right. But the anxieties being 
voiced are perhaps equally sig- 
nificant for the future of the Eu- 
ropean Union, revealing as they 
do an undercurrent of discon- 
tent about Europe in one of 
most unquestioningly pro-Eu- 
ropean member-states. 


Gun-toting judge 
may be outlawed 


DAVID USBORNE 

New Ybrk 


The decorum of the New York 
judiciary has been rudely punc- 
tured by a hitter feud - punc- 
tuated 'bv name-calling and 
implied death threats - be- 
tween a Long Island judge and 
a prominent defence lawyer. 

Judge Marc Mogil has never 
been a figure of conformity. The 
vanity plate on his car used to 
read “GUHTY”, he has bran- 
dished a gun in the courthouse 
and advertises his passion for 
Dying with a full-size man- 
nequin that stands by his desk 
dressed in a pilot’s uniform. 

His days on the bench may be 
numbered, however. The state 
judicial commission has for- 
mally accused him of harassing 
the lawyer, Thomas Liotti, by 
sending insulting and threat- 
ening messages. A referee may 
recommend as early as tomor- 
row that the judge be disbarred. 

The war between the two 
men apparently began when Mr 
Liotti, as president of the local 
Bar association, invited the not- 
ed civil rights attorney William 
Kunstier, who died earlier this 
vear, to speak at a meeting. 


Judge MqgQ despised Mr Kun- 
stler and began his campaign 
against Mr Liotti. 

Mr Liotti has testified that he 
began receiving the missives 
from Judge Mogil about two 
years ago. They were often 
signed “Wyatt Earp'\and usu- 
ally bore stamps of cartoon 
characters. 

At first, the messages were 
simply insulting, addressing Mr 
Liotti as a “donkey turd”. Sub- 
sequently, however, one con- 
tained a plan of where Mr 
liotti lived with an “X” over the 
position of his house. The mes- 
sage read: “Do you see bow easy 
iUsto disappear from the face 

Mr Liotti may'have con- 
tributed to the feud with re- 
marks at a swearing-in of judges 
in Judge Mogfl’s county. He of- 
fered a list of “13 things to avoid 
to be a good judge”. Later, the 
judge presented Mr Liotti with 
50 copies of “13 ways to avoid 
being an obnoxious lawyer". 

Judge Mogil denies the 
charges. “I love being a judge,” 
be said. “I love having an input 
into people's fives. I have a wall 
full of letters from people 
whose lives I have changed.” 


individual union offidals said 
yesterday, they had “won” also 
suggested that a return to -work 
might be only'a matter of time. 

The question is whether Mr 
Juppe can wait that long. The 
balance between the Prime 
Minister and the protesters 
seems increasingly fine, with 
strikers taking' new courage 
from Tuesday’s huge protests 
and Mr Juppe maintaining yes- 
terday that “there is no longer 
any reason for the strike”. 

Aside from giving trade 
union leaders the written con- 
firmation and “further guaran- 
tees” they have asked for, the 
one crucial point he has left to 
concede is the basic restruc- 
turing of the welfare system - 
something he has ruled out. 

The Foreign Minister, Herv£ 
de Chare tie. vigorously denied 
yesterday that the welfare re- 
forms have anything to do with 
the European Union, the Maas- 
tricht treaty or the timetable for 
a single currency. The possibil- 
ity, however remote, that the 
protests could unite the public 
and private sectors of the econ- 
omy in common revolt against 
the EU would be the ultimate 
nightmare for the government 
of a country that sees itself as 
Lhe heart of Europe. 









Solitary man: The French Prime Minister Alain Jupp4 after yesterday’s cabinet meeting at the EJysee Palace 
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not so sweet 


Russiaii electiQns: Linked to the government's 
fbitunes, Chernomyrdin's party risks a thrashing 


philreeves .. 

- -Mcscow.'; o.; r v- : • 

: Viktor Chernomyrdin jmt. a 
; ; brave .-face yesterday on signs 
■ - v lhat his; 

P ar ty 'Wffl > not fere ‘well in - the 


- His difficulty, and that of his 
■ party, is simple: most Russians 
~fed up wi to worsening povert y 


f ; »» «ui u5tvi. Tninn mmai py 

-^oqfly-n^stii^ihere will be 
I^tu rn’’ io the governmepfs re- 
-forms - no matter what hannens- 
m tefc ballot bag. - . 

■ -'Faced with poll; afier-poll 




nists are considerably more 
p^nlaf ihan his centrist Our 
Home Is Russia, the Prime 
Minister appealed to Russians 
not to “rock the boat”i arguing 
that thedountiy’s fortunes are 
abort to-tom the comer. . 

’Next year “must and will be- 
■bonie the fifSt year of economic, 
growth - -I d- Russia”, . he; >said.~ 
stopped, - we 


. O w<)My«Nibu Win UiV ; 

rewards of free market reforms 
have been snaffled by a grotesr 
qttely weaWy minority — are 
dbont as inchned to be&eve. its 
iife-is-not-as-bad-asritrseems 
pitch as they are to abanfon 
vodka in favour of goat’s milk.. 

- In the eyes of many, especially 
in rural areas, these are the 
, woist of times- ' . ‘ . 

• . This may ex plain why. Our 


of nationalists. lt is no coinci- 
dence that its leaders include 
Nikita Mikhalkov, the director 
of the Oscar-winning master- 
piece Burnt By The Sun, ■ 

ChmHon^canipajgncoloctis 
cepp U P everywhere - framed- . 
vertising billboards adorned 
with Mr CSicmomyrt im ’s grim' 
features to the Bouhoi theatre 
: aud Moscow rock concerts. 

No one deputes that the par-- 
tyhas a hngp drawback in being ■ 
associated with ah unpopular 
government But its statn&as the 






flation estimates were down' a 
.viable banking system had been 
iridtxha^ andthe rouWebatf: 


wffl todfey riotc^up iris third tat--' 
: irifafirs^ tanfistoivhe . 


IJUjIUft UiUbC . 

• ;inj^-Sqviet Russia. Thegrey 
‘ formeir^nMhistryf^ 
cotdd ‘ hardly have .chosen a 
" tougher CQidest than Si® day’s ; 
etectfonsfer tireStateDuma, or 
lower house of parliament. . . ; 


at best, ametfiocrS pexfraMice : 
intbe electiott and, at worse, a 
■thrashing. A hhmicfr- im ^liftHl**; 

polls suggest that it will not tal- 
fyimich above 10pCTcaot;h may 
■ even, get little more than -the 
5^ramrequiredtoqujdifyfbr 
a share of the 225 seats -in the 
Duzna d&aribnted under ;pio-- 
:portioaal represeitiatfcHL ; 

- ThsisnMforwantoflQ^tK. 
Thc.party was set up .-in -Arm! 
with the blessing of JPresicfeb t 
Boris; Yehrin as part of a: plan 
to establish two centrist blocs m 
fhehope of drowning out their 
opponents* Li repent weeks its 
-team of profes^Mial strategists 
.harebeea running an expensive 
and sophisticated campaign 
aimed at presentihg it is as a 
moderate: and modem,- even 
h^ahemative to the more tra- 
ditional image' of the Commu- . 
nBtsand the knee-jerk rhetoric 


exal sizeable advantages. It has 
plentyofmoney-tfaeby-pnxt- 
uct of- the support it wields m big 
business ana banking, and 
anpong other benefiriaries of pri- 
vatisation. And it has unrivalled 
access to the.media: In particu- 
lar, party-linked business inter- 
ests own -©percent of OKX the 
-state-controlled Russian public 
televiskm channel. 

These perks do not appear to 
-have done much good-Yester- 
dajr Mr Chernomyrdin admitted 
that the government had made 
mistakes, which it bad sought to 
correct 

There is one final advantage 
which the party’s conspiracy- 
minded opponents see as 
potentially significant: the gov- 
ernment - and therefore, indi- 
rectly Our Home - controls 
most of the administrative ap- 
paratus that will count the votes. 
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Turkey wins 
long battle 
for EU free 
trade deal 


Brave face: A workman putting the finishing touches to a billboard showing Viktor 
Chernomyrdin of Our Home is Russia, which is scoring just 10 per cent in polls 


i HUGH POPE 

Istanbul 

From an impromptu party in the 
foreign ministry tn hmad smiles 
of triumph from the Prime 
Minister. Tansu Ciller. Turkey 
celebrated the European Par- 
l/aments assent yesterday to a 
long-awaited free trade pact that 
both sides hope will put Mus- 
lim Turkey in a Western orbit. 

After months in which diplo- 
mats wondered if the vote 
would even take place because 
of European reservations about 
Turkey's human rights record, 
the parliament in Strasbourg 
voted 343 to 149. with 36 
abstentions, to allow the cus- 
toms union to go ahead from 
1 January. 

“A new horizon has opened 
for TUrkey. We are now ready 
to make a giant step forward," 
said Mrs CUler. who had pushed 
through just enough laws to per- 
suade MEPs of her intention to 
continue democratic reforms. 

Turkish and Western diplo- 
mats who had fought for the 
pact over 32 years were 
delighted, too. although one Eu- 
ropean ambassador wriN said he 
hoped the promises for the 
future were “not like Turkish 
traffic lights, more for decora- 
tion than any signal of which 
direction you can go." 

But some changes will be real. 
Europe already accounts for 
half of Turkey's trade. The fig- 
ures are set to rise fast as Turk- 
ish exports to Europe increase, 
especially of textiles, and Eu- 
ropean imports grow as duties 
of 10 to 40 per cent disappear. 
Turkey also will adopt a com- 
mon customs tariff with Europe. 
The commission will give some 
375 million ecu (£3 10m) over 
Ova years, and further loans 
worth about 2bn ecu are ex- 
pected as well. 

The European stamp of ap- 
proval also will tempt new in- 
vestment into one of Europe's 
lowest wage areas. New patent, 
competition and other laws 


that were a condition of customs 
union have already attracted big 
companies keen to exploit 
Turkey's position on the cross- 
roads "between Europe and the 
Middle East, as well as the 
Mediterranean and the Black 
Sea. 

Even so, Pauline Green, pres- 
ident of the Socialist Group, 
said many voted yes “with sor- 
row. with heavy hearts and 
without enthusiasm". And just 
as the reluctant Europeans 
hedged their co-operation 
round with calls for peace talks 
with the Kurdish rebels and a 
new initiative to reunite divid- 
ed Cyprus, a minority of Turks 
had their own reservations too. 

"The concessions, the sellout 
of Cyprus, the trampling un- 
derfoot of our national honour, 
this will all come later," wrote 
Emin Colasan. a columnist in 
the nationalist daily Huniyei . 
“Europe will send its ‘observers’ 
and its demands. They will tell 
us what to do.” 

Bui most of Turkey s 65 mil- 
lion people - 72.6 per cent, ac- 
cording to the English-language 
Turkish Daily News - approve of 
the free-trade pact, believing it 
will bring lower prices, closer co- 
operation and belter laws. 
Many are also determined on 
full membership of the Euro- 
pean Union, even though 
Turkey's 1987 application was 
shelved in 1989 and now has 
been overtaken by Eastern Eu- 
rope. Cyprus and even Malta. 

“We will enter the European 
Union. We will go there with 
our mosques. We will make 
them accept us." said Mrs 
Ciller, who has made customs 
union a main plank of her cam- 
paign ahead of parliamentary 
elections which are to be held 
on 24 December. 

Mosques may not be the first 
thing the Europeans want, but 
one reason they voted for cus- 
toms union was to try to shore 
up ihe crumbling secular state 

? /stem that has'govemed the 
urklsh republic since 1923. 


Mystery of 
‘dingo baby’ 
lingers on 


ROBERT MILD KEN 

Sydney 

They came to clear their names, 
but.' when they left court yes- 
terday. the parents of Azaria 
Chamberlain, the “dingo baby”, 
declared that Australia's 
longest-running mystery may 
not be over yet. 

Lindy Chamberlain-Crcigh- 
ton and Michael Chamberlain, 
her former husband, arrived at 
the Darwin coroner's court yes- 
terday. 15 years after Azaria's 
disappearance at Ayers Rock, 
seeking an unambiguous find- 
ing that they' had had nothing 
to do with her death. They 
have ahvays maintained that the 
nme-wcek-old child had been 
taken by a dingo, or wild dog. 

But John Lowndes, the 
Northern Territory coroner, de- 
livered an open finding, de- 
claring he was unable to state 
precisely how Azaria died. Mrs 
Charaberlain-Creighton, he 
said, did not kill her daughter, 
but there was insufficient evi- 
dence to conclude that a dingo 
had done so. Far from putting 
tile case to rest once and for all. 
as Azaria's parents had hoped, 
yesterday's verdict has opened 
it up to renewed speculation. 

Lindy and Michael Cham- 
berlain divorced in the wake of 
the legal, political and media 
saga tfiat engulfed them in the 
years following Azaria's disap- 
pearance from the family’s hol- 
iday tent at Ayers Rock on 17 
August 1980." Her body has 
never been found. 

Both parents have remar- 
ried, Mr Chamberlain. 5 1, to an 
old friend and Mrs Chamber- 
lain. 47. to John Creighton, a 
furniture store proprietor in the 
United States, where she now 
lives. 

Both were in court to hear 
yesterday's verdict, and both 
expressed their disappointment 
afterwards. Mrs Chamberlain- 
Creighton said: “We're pleased 
that the coroner has gone one 
step further in clearing our 
names. We can't say that we're 
pleased with the open finding. 
We’re reviewping that at the 
moment. So, 1 guess this may 
not be the end of (he case al- 
ter all. and you may hear from 
u$ again.” 

Mr Chamberlain said: “We 
warned a dear statement on 
how Azaria died and what took 


her life. We seem no further ad- 
vanced on that.” 

The Chamberlains had asked 
for this, the third coroner's in- 
quiry into Azaria's disappear- 
ance. in order to formally 
expunge an earlier finding that 
left open the accusation that 
Mrs Chamberlain, as she then 
was. had murdered her infant 
daughter. The first inquiry in 
1981 supported the parents' 
claims that a dingo had 
snatched the sleeping child 
from the tent, and concluded 




1 


Lindy Chamberlain and new 
husband, John Creighton 

that a person or persons un- 
known had intervened to dis- 
pose of the body. A second 
i nqu iry t he fol lowing year com- 
mitted Mrs Chamberlain for tri- 
al for murder and her husband 
for being an accessory. Both 
were found guilty. 

After serving three years of 
ti life prison sentence. Mrs 
Chamberlain was released in 
198h when Azaria’s matinee 
jacket was found at the base of 
Ayers Rock, a vital piece of ev- 
idence which supported her 
claim of innocence. Although a 
Royal Commission inquiry lat- 
er exonerated the Chamber- 
lains, and their convictions were 
quashed, the outcome of the 
second inquiiy has never been 
declared legally void. The 
Chamberlains finally achieved 
its burial yesterday. But they 
wanted more: a ringing decla- 
ration that (he dingo did it 

So much lime and anguish 
has passed since Ihe fateful 
night at Ayers Rock, however, 
that xhey mav have been asking 
too much of the coroner. Aus- 
tralians will continue to gossip 
about the Chamberlains and ar- 
gue about what happened to 
their hahv. 


rh’Jy' "X: ■ y 
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Sir David Lightbown 


David Lightbowo’s main qual- 


ity was loyalty. He believed in 
tothele 


loyalty to the leaders of his par- 
ty and loyalty to the principles 
of Conservatism. From his days 
on Lichfield District Council to 
his translation to Member of 
Parliament and from there to 
the government whips’ office, 
Ligbtbown was a loyal man. 

Having been elected as MP 
for South East Staffordshire in 
1983 when he was already 51. 
he probably thought that be 
might not be able to enjoy the 
fullest ministerial career which 
presents itself to younger men, 
but his vast experience and at- 
titudes commended themselves; 
his appointment to the whips’ 
office in 1986 was inspired 

Ligbtbown was a large man 
in all respects and possibly the 
last Regimental Sergeant-Ma- 
jor to enter the whips office. He 
saw the changes in the Con- 
servative Party as new intakes 
of young Mft arrived after the 
1987 and 1992 general elections 
and our majority dropped, and 
thought that these new MPs 
needed to be educated in the 
ways of Parliament and in the 
advantages of United Action. 

Any new member who fell 
foul of one of the whips' main 
commandments, such as miss- 


jug an important vote, would re- 
ceive the benefit of David Light- 
bo wu’s advice and concern. 
They might have felt the treat- 
ment was robust, but 1 know of 
members who are eternally 
grateful for the way in which 
Ughtbown, having set them on 
the right course and pointed out 
to them in no uncertain fashion 
the transgressions they had 
committed, then escorted them 
to the smoking room for a 
drink and to the Member’s 
Dining Room for a meat be was 
a caring and congenial man. 

There was a certain political 
radicalism about David light- 
bo wn. He could not abide 
hypocrisy and cant, and found 
socialism in all its forms com- 
pletely “beyond the pale", 
though he was just as happy to 
provide the homely advice and 
hospitality to opponents that he 
would so willingly provide to 
one of his own party. 

At a time when the “plastic" 
packaging of politicians has ar- 
rived, Ughtbown remained an 
individual. like a number of us 
he voted consistently against the 
televising of the House of Com- 
mons proceedings because he 
believed that it would affect the 
spontaneity of MPs. 

During the Maastricht debate 


he was credited in the popular 
press with, at the least, some ro- 
bust behaviour towards the re- 
calcitrant rebels. The tabloids 
called him “The Tferminator". 
The troth is that he was deeply 
upset by such rebellion wfaenhis 
base beliefs were so concerned 
with loyalty. The approach was 
never as robust as was aBeged; 
and I believe he retained great 
affection from the “objects" of 
his activity. 

When Lightbown’s seniority 
in the whips’ office led him to 
take on the duties of a Royal 
Household Officer, this was a 
source of pride. He was devot- 
ed to the Queen an d, in die 
same way that he believed in 
loyalty to the Leader of the Par- 
ty and his Government, he be- 

— 1^ li.. J. ^4.* 


rang and we all had to make 
haste to the House of Commons 
to vote; Ughtbown had no time 
to change as he was dispensing 
presents from his sack to the 




fij „m:- 


m 


whips’ children, so he pro- 
ne 


wed to the government lob- 
by in his fall outfit. He was 
obliged to remove his headgear 
to satisfy the g ov e r nm ent Idler 
that he actnafly was the Mem- 
Sooth East! 




bex for Sooth East Staficrdshire. 

ligbtbown had many inter- 
ests outside the House, induct- 
ing rugby. (Controversially, in 
1984, he suppo r ted the rugby 
football tour of South Africa.) 
He died whilst aw w wtnig the Ox- 
ford and Cambridge Varsity 
rugby match. 

Timothy Kirkhope 




heved in loyalty and devotion to 
Monarch. Hew 


: would regale the 
whips’ office with stories of 
how hard the Queen works 
and how committed die is to the 
service of her country. He loved 
being a part of that. 

When there was time to re- 
lax, there was no finer sodalis- 
er than David Ughtbown. with 
the support of his wife Ann. He 


David Lincoln L&ubown, poBti- 
dan: bom Derby 30 November 
1932; member, Lichfield Dis- 
trict Council 1975-86 (Leader of 
Council 1977-83); member, 
Staffordshire County Council 
1977-85; MP (Conservative) for 
St affordshire South East 1983-95; 
Assistant Government Whip 


\3 


regularly performed the role of 
Santa Claus at tl 


1986-87, Lord Commissioner of 


the whips’ 

Christmas party. At the 
laeotheDivis 


three years ago the Division 


1987-90; ViiePbumiberi^tSk 
Household 1990, Comptroller 
1990-95; Kt 1995; married; died 
London 12 December 1995. 



Ughtbown: two months ago, in UchMd Photograph: Phfl Hr tc ftman 


Sir Godfrey Agnew 


Godfrey Agnew was for 21 
years Clerk of the Privy Coun- 
cil. The main function of the 
Council today is to give formal 
effect to Proclamations and 
Orders in Council, winch are is- 
sued by the Crown under pre- 
rogative or statutory powers. 
Such instruments are enacted 
“by and with the advice of Her 
Majesty’s Privy Council". 

In fact the Crown acts on the 
advice of the Government in the 
exercise of the prerogative, and 
where statutory provision easts 
the power has been authorised 


are issued for such matters as 
proroguing, dissolving, and 
summoning Parliament and de- 
claring war or peace. Orders in 
Council may be legislative, ex- 
ecutive, or judicial in effect A 
Privy Council is called for cer- 
tain ceremonial occasions, such 
as the acceptance of office by 
a newly appointed minister. It 
was to the proper ordering of 
all such matters that Agnew 
devoted his working life. 


“Off to a farewell party at the 
Privy Council office, with nice 
little speeches by Godfrey Ag- 
new and myself. We have had 
a love-bate relationship." Urns 
Dick Crossman in his weekly di- 
aries in the entry for 1 Novem- 
ber 1968. There was far more 
of a love than a hate element. 
A worm’s eye view it may have 
been, but I was, as the late 
James Reston would put it, 
“under the carpet” at the many 
meetings Crossman had in his 
House of Commons room with 
Agnew, when I was Parliamen- 
tary Private Secretary to the 
Lord President of the Council. 

They got off to an inauspi- 
cious start Agnew did not know 
that Cn)6sman had to wear a 
corset across his middle body for 
medical reasons, and therefore 
found it difficult to ambulate 
backwards in tte presence of the 
Queen at formal Privy Council 
inductions. As soon as he knew, 
Agnew bent his ingenuity to- 
wards integrating protocol pro- 
cedure and medical problem. 

Crossman referred to Agnew 



appealing. In his entry for 11 
January 1967 Crossman wrote: 


As we left 1 felt this time it had been 
a great deal easier. [Sandringham.] 
I suppose the truth Is that she [the 
Queen] really Ekes people she talons 
and every time you see her she 
lends to like you tetter simply be- 
cause she’s got mare used to you. I 


new whether she preferred the' 
to as because they were otir social so- 
— ‘ — sand he said “Tdon't think so. 


penars i 
The Qu 


Queen doesn’t dis- 

tinctions betweenjioliticians of dif- 
ferent parties. Tney all roughly 

beknwm the cmw mml ranrgntym 
her view." I think that's true. 


Agnew: love 


JamNp 


Photograph: Desmond OTVefll 


as a jackass on first acquain- 
tance, which he later told me 
was grotesquely unfair but one 
of tire hazards of keeping a di- 
ary in which it was illegitimate 
to excise bad wrong judge- 
ments. That relations dramat- 
ically improved should be 
attributed largely to Agnew's 
pawky sense of humour and 
amusing insight He had a re- 
fined, sardonic wit which was 


I was actually in Crossman’s- 
common room - it was early 
evening gin-and-tonic time - 
and I recollect they both chuck- 
led uproariously. The remark 
epitomised Agnew’s subtle hu- 
mour and was funny because 
Agnew sensed Qossnan’s own 
view of himself, very much as 
Wykehamist upper-class. 

Some 15 yeas after Richard 
Crossman was in his grave I 
asked Agnew how he looked 
back on Crossman. Agnew 
smiled that unmalidous arch 


smile. “The Chinese tell us that 
fortunate are those who live in 
interesting times. I was fortu- 
nate with all 12 of my bosses tire 
Lords President of the Council 
but Crossman was such fun.” 
Reflectively, Agnew added, 
“And you know any man likes 
to be remembered, even as a 
footnote in history. Were it not 
for my appearance in the Cross- 
man diaries only my family and 
dose friends would have re- 
membered that I ever existed.” 
On another occasion I asked 
Agnew what he thought his Job 
was. “lb lubricate relations be- 
tween the Palace and Govern- 
ment and to make sure not so 
much that protocol prevails, as 
that relations go smoothly. If 

C like, I am the Sir Charles 
is or the Sir Freddie War- 
ren [successive secretaries of the 
government Chief Whip] and 
embodiment of the parliamen- 
tary usual charmefe between 
parties and the physical em- 
bodiment of the usual channe ls 
between Palace and the 
governing party.” 


Godfrey Agnew was well re- 


garded by the Queen and her 
holt 


Household. She knew him well 
because his first wife was the 
daughter of the famous Charles 
Moore, who was her father’s 
and her racing trainer. 

LoTO Hailsham of St Maiyie- 
bane, who was twice Lord Pres- 
ident of the Cbundl, looks bade 
on Agnew with affection. “We 
worked well together,” he said 
Doubtless the same could be 


eis 


id by any of the 10 other boid- 
s of this great office of state. 


Tam Datyefl 


courtier 

bean Tunbridge WeBs 11 October 
1913; Semor Cleric, Privy Coun- 
cU Office 1946-51, Deputy Clerk 
of the Privy Councu 1951-53, 
Clerk 1953-74; CVO 1953, 
KCVO 1965; Deputy Secretary, 
Cabinet Office 1972-74; CB 
1975; married 1939 Ruth Moore 
(died 1962; three sons, three 
daughters), 1965 Lady (Nancy) 


Tyrwhilt (two stepsons, one step- 
daughter); died 10 December 


1995. 


Mary Lascelles 


Since the moment in 1919 that 
Mary Lascelles arrived at Lady 
Margaret Hall from Sherborne 
School for Girls, Oxford was her 
spiritual and, for all but a few 
years, her actual home. She was 
Tutor in English at Somerville 
College for 30 years and for 13 
years Vice-Prmripal. Promo- 
tion to a Readership, since it en- 
tailed the loss of her tutorial 
teaching and her rooms in col- 
lege, gave her less pleasure 
than her election to the British 
Academy in 1962. 

“I was born on the slopes of 
an extinct volcano in the 
Caribbean. I am bound to ad- 
mit that this is the most re- 
markable fact I shall have to 
record: from now on the tale 
must grow more common- 
place." So begins Mary Las- 
cell es’s Memoir of her life, 
printed privately in 1989. Com- 
monplace, however, is not the 
adjective that her pupils or col- 
leagues at Somerville normal- 
ly applied to her. Mary 
Lascelles was a great teacher, 
and to all who knew her a 


great personality. Her stan- 
dards of politeness, punctuali- 
ty and integrity were as 
formidable as her scholarship, 
and almost everyone remained 
in awe of her long after the mo- 
ment when it was indicated 
that they might call her Mary. 

No two of her former stu- 
dents can meet without an ex- 
change of stories about her. 
Most of them have paced the 
street outside bex little house in 
North Oxford to ensure that 
they arrived exactly on time, and 
the story goes that Esther 
Rantzen rang her bell a polite 
three minutes late to be greet- 
ed with the words: “Ah, you have 
come at last. I shall just go and 
re-heat the scones.” 

Tfea-parties and tutorials aSke 
were memorable rather than re- 
laxed occasions. Her neatness 
and precision seemed to make 
others more prone than usual 
to clumsiness and faux pas. 
Rugs and occasional tables be- 
came h azards. “Bools and food 


student who incautiously placed 
a book beside his tea plate. A 
friend recalls saying to her, at 
the time when the law was 
changed to allow cheques to be 
dated on Sundays, that she still 
felt inclined to put in Monday’s 
date. u If I were to write a 
cheque on a Sunday,” re- 
sponded Mary, “I should, I 
think, be truthful about the 
date.” 

If conversation was some- 
times inhibited it was because 
you lived in terror of splitting 
an infinitive in her hearing or 
using a slang phrase of which 
she would disapprove. Sloven- 
ly English was painful to her. 
She took great delight in telling 
how an earnest German student 
had come up to her after a lec- 
ture aad said, “I seek and I seek 
fear the language of the common 


people, and I find it in you.” He 
was some way from the mark. 


He simply meant. Mazy ex- 
plained, that there was no 


on the same table: that is my de- 
finition of squalor," she told a 


lere was mercifully no jar- 
gon in her scholarly works. “In- 


terpretation and appreciation” 
were her declared aims, 
achieved so successfully that the 
book with which die made her 
name in 1939, Jane Austen and 
her An, is still selling well in a 
paperback edition. R. W. Chap- 
man, whose edition of the nov- 
els inspired her to write on Jane 
Austen, became hex friend and 
mentor. Later she took over 
from him the editing of John- 
son’s Journey to the Western 
Isles for Yale. Johnson may 
seem an incongruous subject for 
a lady scholar of Mary Las- 
ceiles’s fastidious tastes. His 
table maimers would have been 
found wanting, but in conver- 
sation they would have ex- 
changed aphorisms on nearly 
equal teams. She also turned hex 
attention illummatingty to 
Shakespeare and Scott. 

Rigorous and readable as 
her scholarly works were, it 
was none the less as 'Ritor and 
Fellow of Somerville that Maty 
Lascelles was at her best. Her 
pupils of the 1940s admired the 
elegance and beauty of “The 


Lass” but above all her teach- 
ings. “She gave an overpower- 
ing, a lasting impressfon,” wrote 
one, “that literature was excit- 
ing. She was a great teacher.” 
Sbe was also a great influence 
within the college. Janet 
Vaughan, the Principal, dis- 
cussed everything with her and 
could rely on her impeccable 


of her kindnesses, but they 
were many. Generations of un- 
dergraduates, like her col- 
leagues, came to sense her 
affection for them and her in- 
terest in what they were doing. 
That interest continued long af- 
ter they went down and die took 



LasceBes: fastidious tastes 

Photogapti: Lotte Meftner-Graf 


a <guet pride in their success. 


creasing blindness finally 
drove her in 1990 from retire- 
ment in Oxford to her sister’s 
home in Norfolk. 

Her death severs one of the 
last links with what she called 
that “smaller and more friend- 
ly world, gone beyond recall” 
whose values she upheld un- 
waveringly. 

Eric Anderson 


Mary Madge Lascelles, English 
scholar and teacher bomGnma- 
da, ffkst Indies 7 February 1900; 
Tutor in Engpsh Language and 
Literature, Somerviue College, 
Oxford 1931-60, Mow 1932-67, 
Vice-Principal 1947-60, Hon- 
orary FeOow 1967-95; Lecturer in 
English Literature, Oxford Uni- 
versity 1960-66, Reader 1966-67; 
FBA 1962; books include Jane 
Austen and her Art 1939, No- 
tions and Facts 1973, Selected 
Poems 1990; died Cromer, 
Norfolk 10 Decanter 1995. 


Robert Shelton 


Since Stephen Sedley put away 
his pen and decided to con- 
centrate on the law, we haven 1 
had a popular music critic wor- 
thy ofthenameon this side of 
cte Atlantic -apart, that is, from 
the rubicund, genial presence of 

Robert Shelton, who brought to 

his craft the more considered, 
lhsrate techniques that bad 
previously graced die pages of 
the New York Times. 

In the eyes of history, of 
course, Bob Shelton will be re- 
membered as the first critic to 
bring to international promi- 
nence the. name of Bob Dylan, 
when he ignored the bin-tappers 
at Gerde’s Folk City in Green- 
wich Village to concentrate 


upon die support act, a young 
man whom he d 


described as 
“resembling a cross between a 
choirboy and a beatnik”, whose 
voice was “anything but pretty”. 

But Dylan wasn’t the only 
new singer to get the benefit of 
Sheltorrs perceptive encour- 
agement. it was his review in 
1959, two years earlier, of an 18- 
year-old Joan Baez whose 
“achingly pure soprano” be 
lauded at the NewDQrt Folk Fes- 


usually, for someone who 
shunned the press unless be 
could play mind games with 
them. Dylan was fairly co-op- 
erative in its creation, encour- 
aging family, friends and 
acquaintances to co-operate as 
well, and the result was a fas- 
cinating melange, moving swift- 
ly between critical judgements 
of his subject's words and mu- 
sic to deftly sketched word pic- 
tures of places tike Hibtong, 
Dylan's home town, “a running 
sore” from which “was extract- 
ed a billion gross tons of 
earth -more than was dug for 
the Panama Canal - which 
yielded 500 million tons of iron 
ore". 

Shelton was not an analytical 
critic in the tradition of George 
Bernard Shaw, or even of Wil- 
frid Metiers, whose musicolog- 
ical analyses of the Beatles’ 
cadences caused his highbrow 
colleagues to scoff. He was 
rather an enormous enthusiast, 
who conveyed with the accura- 
cy of a great reporter exactly 


rival that pitched her into the 
stardom trait wa 


t was to put h er on 
the cover of Time magazine in 
1961. PhD Ochs, Peter Paul 
and Mazy, Judy Collios and Jose 
F elician o were also helped on 
their way, not to mention the 15- 
year-old Jans Ian. Ian’s con- 
troversial ballad of cross-racial 
sex, “Society’s Child”, couldn’t 
find a record company with the 
courage to issue it until Shel- 
ton’s advocacy brought her to 
the attention of Leonard Bern- 
stein, who featured her in a tele- 
vision special devoted to the 
new music emerging from the 
coffee bars and cellars of 
Greenwich Village. 

Shelton wasn’t merely an ad- 
vocate, however, because he 
could get involved. It was he 
who persuaded Mike Force, 
pro prietor of the six-storey late- 
19m-centuxy brownstoue brnld- 
ing.on West 4th Street, to run 
Monday-night amateur talent 
nights at Gerde’i folk City, and 
ft was te who suggested calling 
them hootenannies, the name 
Pete Seeger, Woody Guthrie 
mid the Almanac Singers had 
given to their 35-cents-a-head 
Sunday-aftemoon smgarounds 
20 years earlier. The term 
passed into the jargon .of the 
burgeoning folk scene, lending 
itself to a magazine and a tele- 
virion show (which, ironically, 
blacklisted Seeger, because of 
his left-wing views). 

Unlike some critics, who 
habitually laud their own per- 
dpience, not to mention omni- 
science, Shelton was quick to 
admit that be missed Dylan’s 
first appearances at Gerde’s, be- 
cause he was more interested in 
the biQ- topping blues singer, 
John Lee Hooker. And while bis 
description of Dylan in the 
New York Tones of Friday 29 
September 1961, as “one of the 
most distinctive stylists to play 
in a Manhattan cabaret in 
months . . . it matters less 
where he has been than where 
he is going, and that would seem 
to be straight up”, probably did 
for DyUu what be had done ear- 
lier for Baez; in his biograptty 
of Dylan Shelton claimed that 
it was an accidental space at the 
top of the review page which 
gave t he piece undue promi- 
nence: ‘The layout, the picture 
and the headline trumpeted 
Dylan even louder than my 
story” 

. He was working on the bi- 
ography when he came to Lon- 
don in the late Sixties, and for 
many years it seemed like an un- 
gainly albatross around his 
neck He wanted to produce a 
measured, literary apprecia- 
tion of a great popular poet, but 
publishers wanted the person- 
al minutiae that are. supposed 
to make good pop books. Un- 



Shefton: promoted Bob Dylan 


what h was like to be there, and 
how great it must have been. 

He was also a great profes- 
sional. I remember that when 
Dave Laing assembled the un- 
Hkety quadnnnvirale of Shelton, 
Robin Denselow, himself and 
me, to collaborate in docu- 
menting die development of 
folk rock from folk in The Elec- 
tric Muse, it was Shelton who 
went through the proposed 
contract with an old pros eye, 
and : spurred us on to demand 
a larger advance, which to our 
surprise was promptly agreed by 
Methuen, the publishers. 

What was amazing was that 
this great, historic documenter 
of a turning-point in the histo- 
ry not only of popular music but 
of world music was not given a 
British platform worthy of his 
eminence when he came to 


live in England. He wrote for 
the7*me?foraw 


■a while, but then 
settled for akwiyarts-pageedit- 
ingjob on the Brighton £vem/^ 
Argus, leaving that as be strug- 
gled with diabetes to contribute 
film reviews to the Birmingham 
Post. Eventually, in 1986, his 
book on Dylan had come out, 
under the title ATo Direction 
Home , and it turned out to be 
well worth waiting for, not 
merely creating a folly round- 
ed portrait of its subject, but also 
of the era that gave him birth. 

But even the book’s success 
did not land him the sort of 
work his eminence deserved. 
Strange are the ways of 
commissioning editors. 

It was not Shelton's only 
book. He also wrote the text for 
Dave Gate's wonderful collec- 
tion of photographs The Face cf 
Folk Music, as well as the some- 
what pot-boiling Country Music 
Story, in cotiaboration with Burt 
Goldblatr. But his true monu- 
ment exists, not in hard covers, 
but in the yellowing files of 
newspapers on both skies of Che 
Atlantic, the history of how 
when the mode of the music 
changes, the walls of the city 
shake. 


Karl Dallas 


Robert Shelton, journalist: bom 
Chicago, Illinois 28 June 1926; 
died Brighton 11 Decerriberl995. 


Births, 
Marriages 
& Deaths 


DEATHS 


COTTEREUz On 11 December, 

peacefully in hospital. Ion Douglas, 
aged 65. formerfy of the BBC Drama 
Department. Rural service at Gow- 
er’s Green Crematorium (East 
Chapel) on Tuesday 19 Decem b e r at 
L 15pm. Family Items only, but do- 
aatiam aay be sent to fahmsons* So- 


ciety, 22 Upper Woburn Place, 
_ ' iWClHQRA. 


London 

ROSE; Professor Gillian, of Warwick 

University, passed nwtry in hospital on 
Saturday 9 December 1995. Loved 
and missed by her Saber, mother and 
family, Funeral service on Friday 15 
December at L3tan at the Cathedral 
Church of St Michael. Coventry. 
Burial to take place on Monday 18 
De cemb er. at Hampstead 

Cemetery Chapel, Fortune Green 
Road. Hampstead, Loudon. Flcw=rs 
and enquiries to Grimmett and 
Timms Funeral Director, 118 Atony 


Road, Coventry CV5 fiNG. Tele- 
6747 " 


phone 01203 674746. 

POWELL: waiisun Pearson. On 11 De- 
cember 1995, after a kjqgiHncS*. aged 
70 years. Son of tte late lames and 
Mary PtiwelL Service at 1pm on 
Tbesmnr 19 December at the Cbanter- 

hiuh cVrrr m ln n'nm HnH Family 

flown only please. 


A n m iin fwnitiN for Gazette BIRTHS, 
MARRIAGES & DEATHS shook! be 
sad hi writing la die Gntte Editor; 
The Independent, 1 Cnada Squme, G*. 
may 9nd London E14 SuL. tele- 
phoned ta 0171-293 2011 (24-boor 
a ns wering machine 0171-293 2012) or 
teed t»0l71-2^2&lfi, and ait diarstd 
at £6^0 a Unc (VAT extra). 


Forthcoming 

marriages 


Mr T. L G- Wbitmarsh 
and Miss J. A. Lewis 
The engagement is announced be- 
tween Tbn. rider stm of Guy ate Judy 
Whitmarsh, of Richards Castle, 
Herefordshire, and Julie, elder 
daughter of Derek and the late 
G3£an Lewis, stepdaughter of Eileen 
Lewis, of Shinty Row, County 
Durham. 


Birthdays 


Captain tte Hon Sir Nicholas Beau- 
mont, director. High Gosforth Ibik, 
66; Mr Vivian BendaU MR 57; Pro- 
fessor Richard Cassfly, operatic 
tenor, 68; General Sir Desmond 
Htzp3tricL farmer Deputy Supreme 
Allied Commander, Europe, 83: 
The Right Rev John Grmdrod, for- 
mer Archbishop of Brisbane, 76*, Sir 
Quinton Hazell , former director, 
Foreign and Colonial Investment 
frust, 75; Sir Anthony Kershaw, for- 
mer MP. SO; Mte Barbara Leigh- 
Hunt, actress, 60; Mr Thomas 
McAvpy MP, 52; Mr Charles Moms, 


1503; Henry IV of Navarre, Kh% of 
France, 1553; Roger Eliot Ry, 
printer and critic. 1866; PhnlB aa d 
(Engfcne Grinds!), poet, 1895. 
Deaths: George Vfe h mgion. first US 
president, 1799; Msnrice Baring, 
novelist, playwright and poet, 1945; 
Stanley, first Earl Baldwin of Bewd- 
ley, statesman, 1947; Myraa Loy 
(Katerina Myrra Williams}, actress, 
1993. On this day: Maiy acceded to 
the Scottish throne, 1542; Roald 
Amundsen reached toe South Foie, 
1911; Constance, Countess Matt- 

ievicz. a Sinn Fein canfidate, became 

the first woman to be elected to tte 

BritHhpHiaiiMnt |f |jhnqghiifaedid 
not take bex scat, 1914; women in 
Britain voted for the first rime at the 

Genera] Efoction, 191SL Ibday h the 
Ffcast Dty of Saints Fingar or Gwjn- 
near and Phtah. St John of tte 
Cross, St Nicagns of Rhcims, St 
Spiridkm and St Vhnantms Fbrtu- 
natns. 


guests ax a dinner held yesterday 
evening at tte Mansion House, Lon- 
don BC4, to mart tte visit of Mr 
LecmkJKririnna,PresidentoftheRe- 
pobEc of Ukraine, and Mrs Kochma. 


Foundation for Science 
and Technology 
Lord Butterwratli was in the chair at 
a lecture and dinner discussion held 


Scien ce and Technology at the 
Royal Society, London SW 1 _ Pro- 
fessor Robert Worcester, Sir John 
Egan and Professor Lewis Wblpert 
spoke on “Do Government and In- 
< ] > U g Pies , . < W^ n Tkf«anri Fngrow! T we. 

ten to Public OpunaaT 


ROYAL ENGAGEMENTS 

AtOanl 
Pttex.naDaWl 


Conner MP and government minis- 
Ubeito Morrocco, 


ter, 69; Mr Alt . . . 

painter, 78; Sir John Osborn, former 
MP, 73; Dune Ruth Rail ton, founder 
Of foe National Youth Orchestra, 80; 
Miss Janette Scott, actress, 57; Mr 
Stan Smith, tfnrni* c h amp i on, 49; Mr 
Key Thomason MP, 51; Sir Stem 
Towodey, Lord-Lieutenant ofLan- 
cashire, 74; Miss RosalynTureck, con- 
ductor, lecturer and writer, 81- 


Lectures 

Ihte Gallay:J. 'WtDiain Shank, *nie 
Conservation of Modem Arc 
’Why?", lpm. 

University College London (Dar- 
win Lecture Theatre), London WCL- 
Professor Keith Mason, “Surveys of 
the X-Ray Sky: driving into the 
heart of quasars”. 530pm. 

RIBA Architecture Gentry London 
Wl: Sir Richard Rogers, “The 
Thames Strategy”, 7pm. 


te MdKDf Ibe Ad*h 
y BanA i hl tog c, Loado n SWL ffc a 

r littirW 



nr Ad- 
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Anniversaries 

Births: Nostradamus {Michel de 
Nostzedame) astrologer and prophet. 


Dinners 

Lord Mayor of London 
The Lord Mayor of London, Mr John 
Chalstrey. and the Lwty Mayoress, 
Mis Chalstrey, together wife the 
SteriSs and tbrirladka, received the 
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3 far tbr RrryW l 

National Ballet at the Batanetiu 
Lonkm SWL ia *1 aTBetewiDSiiK^ 


Changing of the Guard 

The tfa-deW Canto Mauled Keslaaai 

■ttorntfi Ae Quart Ufc Gaud at BoncGur&! 

UmbBraSoaikcOKrtlMiUieb. 

nest nab IbeQimA Gaud. 

ty li n; .l l Jk a».t^proBdBdbyihcOotitPBM 
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Arrears can be paid over full mortgage term 


Cheltenham & Qoocester pic v 
Morgan; Court of Appeal (Lord 
Justice 'Evans, Lord Justice 
Write and Sir John May); 

S December 1995 


LAW REPORT 

a 


14 December 1995 


In deciding what was a “rea- 
sonable period” in which to al- 
low a defaulting mortgagor to 
repay arrears of interest, and 
pending which to suspend the 
grant of possession to fl* mort- 
gagee, the court should take as 
its starting-point the full length 
of the remaining term of tte 
mortgage and calculate tte in- 
stalments accordingly. The ex- 
isting practice of imposing a 
shorter fixed period of two or 
nme years should no longer be 
followed. 

Hie Court of Appeal al- 
lowed an appeal by toe mort- 
gagor, Mrs Christina Noigan, 
against the ruling by Judge 
O’Mally, sitting in Shaftesbury 
County Court on 27 June 1994, 
that she should.be allowed no 
more than four years to repay 
to the mortgagee, Cheltenham 
& Gloucester pic (formerly 

Cheltenham & Gloucester 
Bmkfing Society), arrears of in- 
terest then amounting to 
£20,000 under a term mortgage 
that was to have lasted until 
2008, and that she should 
thereafter be granted no further 


stay of a possession order ob- 
tained by the mortgagee in 
1990. The case was remitted to 
the judge fen- reconsideration. 
Miles CroaOy (Clement Jones, Bopv- 
or) Jbr the mort g agor, Mokobn Wz- 
£03 (SJ. CmnshoK Gloucester) for 
tbcmortgqgee. 


Lord Justice said that tin- 

der under section 36 of the Ad- 
ministration of Justice Act 
1970 foe court could adjourn 
posses s p ro ceedings or stay, 
suspend or postpone any pos- 
session order granted to a 
mortgagee, “for such period 
...as foe. court thinks reason- 
able” and subject to arty con- 
tfitkms it foougtat fit, where tire 
mortgaged land consisted of or 
included a dwelling houses “if 
it appears to the court that 
... the mortgagor is likely to 
be able within a reasonable pe- 
riod to pay arty sums due un- 
der the mortgage or to remedy 
foe default .T. 5 

The words “any sums due” 
were initially interpreted as 
referring to the entire mortage 
debt but section 8 of the Ad- 
ministration of Justice Act 
1973 provided that “a court 


may treat as due under the 
mortgage on account of the 
principal sum secured and of in- 
terest on it only such amounts 
as the mortgagor would have 
expected to be required to pay 
if there had been no such pro- 
vision ...” for repayment of foe 
whole sum in t be event of de- 
fault 

Thus in foe common situa- 
tion where, as in this case, the 
whole mortgage debt became 
repayable upon any default in 
the pa yment of instalments, the 
court m exercising its discretion 
under section 36 of foe 1970 
Act could now treat the “sum 
due* as being only the arrears 
of instalments or interest. 

The question then arose as 
to what was a “reasonable pe- 
riod” to allow the mortgagor to 
befog tb c repayments up to 
date The judge said that m his 
experience “aperiod of two to 
four years is the maximum 
that w5ll ordinarily be allowed”. 

Bnt Mr Qroalty, retying on 
dicta in First MIddlesbarougfi 
Trading & Mortgage Co Ltd v 
Cummgham {1974} P&CR 
69 at 75 and Western Bank v 
5chte&r[1977J Ch 1 at 14, am- 


tended there was a primary as- 
sumption that a reasonable 
periodwas the term ofthemor- 
gage, which in this case had 13 
years left to run. 

Although his Lordship 
would not go so for as to make 
it an “assumption”, it did seem 
that the logic and spirit of the 
leg&afion required the court to 
tate as its startmgpoiot the full 
term of foe mortgage and to 
pose at foe outset the question: 
would it be possible for 
the mortgagor to maintain 
payment-off of the arrears te 
instalments over that period? 

Such an approach would de- 
mand a more detailed analysis 
of present figures and future 
projections than had hitherto 
been customary. Borrowers 
might heed to provide a de- 
rated budget The court would 
also have to resolve disputes 
oyer how much of the out- 
standing debt should be at- 
tributed to interest and how 
much to principal. Bui such 
problems should not be al- 
lowed to stand in foe way of giv- 
ing effect, to the clearly 
intended scheme of the 
legislation . 

Lord Justice Evans and Sir 
John May concurred. 


fttnl Magrath, Barrister 
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Engineering a plateful of trouble? 


T Tow can you teflffthe food 
xlon vour Dlate has h e*n 


XjLoh your; plate has been 
genetically engineered? The 
short answer is: you canX The 
difficult question is: should you 
he worried? ,., ; . _ 

No one knows fox sure, and 
consumer groups and, this 
week, Prince Grades, find that 
uncertainty worrying. At a con - 
ference on biodiversity the 
Prince criticised the “confi- 
dence bordering on arrogance” 
of the derrefopers of genetically 
engineered plants and animats, 
and said he was “profoundly 
apprehensive" about their 
products’ possible effects^ 

His words may hit a sensitive - 
spot with' a public already 
alerted to food issues by the row 
oyer the safety of beef. In the 
past fortnight concern has 
grown about .whether eating 
beef carries the risk-s of devel- 
oping the human equivalent of 
mad cow disease (an ailment 
which is unequivocally, hot 
caused by genetic engineering). 


If the Prince 
wanted to start 
another food 
scare, his 


timing could 
hardly have 
been better 



lowed, they would claim astro- 
nomical damages. A foi of tilt 
research now going on tries u- 
determine what the risk is that 
spliced genes might jump 
between species. It happen? 
with ease between bacteria: wh> 
not with higher organisms? 

“Its a remarkably safe field.” 
insists Dr Cree. “Genetic mod- 
ification lets you be much more 
precise about what changes jw 
make. It's quicker and easier, foi 
example, to produce a new 
breed of wheat. If you want a 
higher plant, you" work oui 
which part of the genome [the 
entire sequence of the plant’s 
DNA] affects its height and just 
alter that." 

Dr Cree admits that the pos- 
sibDity of genes jumping from 
one species to another is a con- 
cern, “though that is not borne 
out by experience”. Scientists' 
confidence about genetically 
engineered food stems from 
the fact that we have been eat- 
ing other species' genes for 


A traditional 
(genetically engineered) 


When did 
consumers ask 
for tomatoes 
that are slow to 
rot, or salmon 
that grow 10 
times faster? 


If the Prince wanted to start 
another food scare, his timing 
could hardly have been better. 
Next February, Safeway and . 
Sainsbury’s wffl ^start selling, 
tomato purfie made fronitoma- . 
toes whose genes; have- been 
tweaked so tohftiie font takes 
far longerlo rot Thoi^they 
are not IegB%cbliged to label 

the product any differently from 
other purges, both sopemrar- ' 
kets say they wffi do st But ‘ 
equally, they also intend to go ’ 
ahead and put them on sale.- . 

“There are obvious benefits 1 , 
from genetically engineered 
foods, such as taste and longer 
shelf Efe," says a spolassmao tor 


Sainsbuxy’s. "They will be 
clearly labelled as sneh.” b the 
company worried about am^her 
fppd scare? No, it is not. “The 


Prince is entitled . to his own 
opinion, as is the consumer.” 
Developed by the British bio- 
technology- company Zeneca 
(jEbriner^rpariLofhC^ 
ucts that make the par£e have . 
already b^dnlfted^ 
stein tomatoes" In the Zeneca 
tomato, a-gene that creates a 
plant hormone called ethylene . 
is represseto Ethylene bone of - 
the tey components in rotting. 
Tteefedcdixqjrcssinghisthi 
the fruit takes up to40 per cent 
longer tricot-*, key figure for 
food companies frying to , dis- 
tribute it to for-fjung shop ox 
processing centres. Ana the 
commedbnTeni^isareself-evi- 
. dent: the world market for the 
fruit is worth £23hn annually. ■ 
Bar the whole process, of 
alleriiig - foods and animals by 


the most modem of techniques 
— to create what is known as a 


(GMO) - has drawn fire from 
. consumer organisations, and 
from Tim Lang of the Centre for 
Food Pblicy at Thames \&Dey 
University. “It’s symbolic of 
whafs happening in the food 
iziaiket The consumer only gets 
any choice about what happens 
at the end.” 

.Professor Lang is strongly 
critical of the enormous com- 
mercial bandwagon behind 
genetically altered food. “Eighty 
per cent of the patents taken out 
on GMOs have been taken by 
14 companies," he says. “There 
is an important point about tbe 
politics of science here: three 

.th&*Birt when have comaimeif 


ever asked for tomatoes that 
take longer to rot, or salmon 
that grow 10 times faster?” 
The possibility of creating 
organisms that might not arise 
naturally has been around since 
the 1970s, when the technique 
of using “recombinant DNA” 
was developed. DNA is the 
genetic material for every living 
organism, consisting of a double 
helix of miffions of pairs of four 
baric amino acids. Every few 
million such pairs comprises a 
gene. Recombinant techniques 


There is wheat that is resistant 
to herbicides, so the fields where 
it grows can be sprayed with 
impunity. There are tomatoes 
made frost-resistant by includ- 
ing genes from cold-water fish. 

Professor Lang says: “The 
big question is the ‘'What if?’ 
What if a pest-resistant gene 


gets out from a crop and 
becomes incorporated into 
other plants? What if mutant 


can splice a gene from one plant 
or animal into another. Using 


insects get resistance to pesti- 
cides? Thai’s an aspect which 
hasn’t been brought out.” 


these methods, researchers have 

already produced a menagerie 
of GMOs. There are potatoes 
with extra genre from bacteria 


that live in the gut; when fried, 
the potatoes mate crisper chips. 


a consumer association which 
monitors the use of genetic 
engineering in modern life. 
“The implications of these 
foods are so colossal,” she says. 


“What’s different about genetic 
engineering is that we are able 
to move genre from one species 
to another, from animal to ani- 
mal, or from an animal to a 
plant. We don’t know what Ihe 
risks associated with that are. 

“After all, if someone had 
suggested to you 40 years ago 
that the use of under-arm 
deodorants and hainspray would 
lead to an increase in skin can- 
cer because of ozone damage, 
people would have laughed. 
Now they take it as read. The 
issues with genetically engi- 
neered food are so complex that 
we don't even know what the 
questions should be.” 

However, Gavin Cree, who 
chairs the Bioinduslry Associ- 
ation’s reguJatoiy affairs advi- 
sory committee, says: “No one 


anywhere has ever been 
harmed by a GMO - so we re 
doing pretty well. Judged by its 
record, genetic modification 
hardly needs regulation at all." 

There is. however, regula- 
tion: in the UK. the release of 
GMOs is polked by a part of the 
Department of the Environ- 
ment known as ACRE (Advi- 
sory Committee on Releases to 
the Environment). It carries out 
risk assessments and oversees 
the implementation of UK reg- 
ulations in the use of GMOs. 

Critics of companies involved 
in genetic engineering portray 
them as pushing ahead without 
knowing the full implica lions of 
iheir work. In fact they have a 
very strong motive for being 
cautious: if somebody did eat a 
GMO and some dire result fol- 


cemuries. and so far no one has 
grown wheal on their head oi 
begun to moo. 

It is commercial pressure 
lhal is driving genetically engi- 
neered foods towards the mar- 
ket: once the gene has been 
added to an animal or plam. it 
lakes less effort to get ihe fin- 
ished result. And ihe companies 
can argue that shoppers always 
want fresher, brighter, tasliei 
foods, in greater volumes. 

But consumers may have the 
last laugh. There will be growing 
pressure on retailers and man- 
ufacturers to put dear labels on 
altered foods. That in turn 
makes it likely that people wiii 
mm away from such "Franken- 
foods" to ordinary ones - even 
though there might be no risk 
and ihev could taste better, 


This wEI come as a shock to 
students ofEngfisb fiterature, and 
renders thousand theses mill and.. _ 
void; but Sylvia Piatfr well-known 
suicidal depressive, poet mid novelist, 
was in fact a joBy souL 

Her famil y have discovered among 
her private papers a children’s story, 
“The It-Doesn’t Matte: SuiT, about a 
young boy, Mb*. who becomes the - 
proud owner of a “woolly, whiskery, 
brand-new, mustard yellow suit with 
three hrass buttons shining Hke mirrors 
on the front of it, and two brass ... 

buttons at the back, and a brass button 
on each cuff. Rejected by all his older 
brothers, the suit gets snipped and 
stitched untflTt is just right for Max, 
and endows him with magical qualities. 

The story, written 1 in 1959, four 
ears before Plato's death by her own 

Fhber 
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with selling his store's own brand of 
beer, Hamids Traditional Lager, has 
taken a surprising twist. Harrods’s very 
own lager has been spied in shops that 
other Harrods products don’t reach. 
Tfesco supermarkets are stocking the 
brand - the first tone that the top 
. peoples’ store has allowed its name to 
nestle alongside the Spam and baked 
beans on a lower people's store’s 
shelves. Cymes would be wrong to think 
tins denotes that Harrods Traditional 
Lager has not sold in large quantities. 
What it does denote, explains a 
Harrods spokesman, is a recognition of 
the new egalitarianism abroad in One 
Nation Kmgfatsbridge. “Etr from being 
miotic oil she ikhs or billionaire 
businessmen,” he says, “most of our 
customers are just ordinary people like 
yon and me, the same sort erf people 

who shop at Tfesco.” I'm off to buy that. 
Tesco hamper for Christmas. 


sponsorship. They do not believe it is 
tenable given Shell's drilling in 
Nigeria, whose government recently 
executed campaigner Ken Saro-Wiwa. 

Dr John Hemmings, the RGS’s 
director, is unmoved. He plans to 
discuss tbe issue at the annual RGS 
conference in January, and not before. 
One complainant believes that toe 
dispute could break the uneasy alliance 
between radical and conventional 
geographers and that toe IBG could 
break away again after the conference. 
“Since many of the radical geographers 
never wanted the merger anyway, they 
will not mourn a break-up.” 


features a detail from Frank Cadogan 
Cowper’s “Our Lady of the Fruits of 
the Earth”, and shows toe Madonna 
with child watched by a flock of sheep. 
The fruits of the earth are no doubt a 


reference, with ironic self-deprecation, 
to toe munificence that Mrs Bottomley 


to toe munificence that Mrs Bottomley 
notably foiled to distribute last month 
when nearly all her portfolio suffered 
post-Budget cutbacks. And the sheep 
no doubt constitute a nod in toe 
direction of Tinner Prize winner 
Damien Hirst, who would have 
dissected and pickled them. 


V / I 


Think again about sunny Sytvla Pfjsth 


There are seismic upheavals 
brewing within the smooth' alabaster 


12^ 


U£ * 


and Faber next year. A Faber 
spokeswoman said: “People wfll have 
to revise their views about Plato after 
ihfe. Jt wasn’t even known that toe 
wrote prose for children. This is a 
delightful and magical book.” _ 

Dr Margarita Stocker. English don 
at St Hilda's College, Oxford, said: “it 
does seem we have accepted an 
exagger ated image of a wretched and 

oversensitive creature.” What next — 
an undiscovered Virginia Woolf 
limerick?- _ ’ 

Mohammed Al flayed* experiment 


Society’s headquarters in Kensington. 

The row is over Shell, from whom 
the RGS receives £40,000 annually. 
Not a snm to be sniffed at - at least 
that is what the glands frontages at the 
RGS think. - 

However, a faction of 40 academics 
who used to belong to toe Institute of 
British Geographers - a radical left- 
wing camp which rivalled toe RGS for 
62 years until the two merged, 
uncomfortably, last . January - have 
written an .open letter to the RGS 
complaining about Shell’s 


So confusing, these London orchestras 
with their ridknloasty similar names. 
How can one be expected to 
distinguish between a London 
Philharmonic, a Royal Philharmonic 
and a Phtiharmonia? Especially whoa 
one is Lord Gtrwrie, the chairman erf 
the Arts Council, which gives those 
orchestras millions of pounds. After a 
recent London Philharmonic concert, 
toe beaming earl went np to the 
orchestra’s top brass and confided to 
ritwra; “We’ve had a terrible time with 
tbe Budget, but I think we’re going to 
be able to help vrito the £100,000 yon 
need to sign Christoph DobnanyL” 
Now it is Crne that Dohnanyi, maestro 
of the Cleveland Symphony Orchestra, 
has long been an object of desire for 
one London orchestra - but, alas, not 
the London PWIhanmmic. It is the 
Phflharmonia’s bosses who will be 
rubbing their hands in glee at 
Cowrie’s generous gesture. Never 
mind, it’s an easy mistake for a chap 
to make as he signs tbe cheque. 


At Baroness Chalker’s ministry, 
toe Overseas Development Agency, 
they are pondering a weighty matter: 
whether or not to renew the grant for 
Dom Syem, Russia's first radio soap 
opera/created by the BBC and 
modelled on The Archers. 

Dom Syem goes out every weekday 
for 15 minutes. But instead of rural 
Ambridge, the setting is a Moscow 
apartment block. Instead of Dorset- 
shire's affluent fanners and struggling 


rustics there is Baba Polya (canny 
granny). Yura (the plumber). Van 


Christmas card watch: Eagle Eye 
is struck by the humour in the card 


chosen by Virginia Bottomley, the 
National Heritage Secretary. Her card 


granny), Yura (the plumber), Varya 
(who runs her own flower business), 
and teenagers Kolya, Olya, and Tanya. 

The programme is the brainchild of 
Liz Rigjbey, the Archers' editor for 
three years until 1989, and was 
launched two years ago, when it 
received an ODA grant of £500,000. 
The programme has been a huge 
success but its future is uncertain. The 
ODA is considering withdrawing its 
grant and Russian businesses are being 
approached for sponsorship. Perhaps 
the BBC could cut costs by combining 
toe two soaps - with Jack Woolley 
exporting Grey Gables to the Urals 
ana the Grundys setting up a vodka 
still in the bam. _ _ __ 
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Who should judge 
the journalists? 


"few weep when newspapers have to 
i‘ XT pay huge libel damages. The general 
public pictures a rich proprietor with 
j. Jeep pockets abusing an underdog- J unes 
j: relish the chance to exact an expensive 
■ _> revenge: it is fortunate for some reporters 
h that hanging is not an option. 

In this atmosphere of common con- 
tempt. particularly for tabloid journaUs- 
-• tic techniques. libel awards - the only cml 
damages controlled by furies - have 
^ come to bear little or no relation to the 
.. much smaller sums usually won by victims 
of other wrongs. , ^ _ 

... The family of 12 -vear-old Tim Pany, 
c killed in 1995 by an IRA bomb in Whr- 
rington, was awarded just £7*500 for his 
- loss by the Criminal Injuries Compensa- 
;i Jon Board. This compared with £350,000 
r damages awarded to Elton John for an 
co article in the Sunday Mirror which falsely 
?• claimed that he suffered from the eating 
- ; disorder bulimia nervosa. 
k: The inflated level of damages also acts 

•j as a muzzle on the press. Small publica- 
-i lions face the danger of going out of busi- 
V ness on the basis of a single lost court 
i case. The New Statesman and Private Eye 
? both narrowly escaped closure after such 
cases. 

*• At last* this week, the courts stepped 
:. in to bring some sanity and rationality 
• ' into the system of civil damages. On Tues- 
-i day. Sir Thomas Bingham, Master of the 
■f Rolls, drastically reduced Elton John's 
- award to £75.000. More significantly, he 
-f ruled that juries should be informed of 
ai typical awards for accident victims, so that 
£■ the size of libel damages can be kept in 
- r • proportion. In future, a judge may, for 


example, point out that aparaplegxc 
gets a maximum of £125,000 for the 
injury. 

This move is a welcome step towards 
making juries more realistic in the sums 
they extract from guilty media. But it may 
not work. Judges have tried in the past 
to reduce jury generosity to plaintiffs. 
Reforms have entitled Appeal Court 
judges to cut awards. It is already routine 
for trial judges to offer vague guidance 
on what a jury might consider appropri- 
ate compensation for an offence. None 
of these measures has had any perceiv- 
able effect on libel juries, which have con- 
tinued to disperse cash in telephone 
number amounts. 

So what happens if Sir Thomas Bing- 
ham's initiative cuts no ice with juries 
and they continue to award millions? 
Some might then call for the complete 
abolition of jury awards, suggesting that, 
while die jury should adjudicate on 
matters of guilt, punishment ought to be 
left to the judiciary. This change would, 
no doubt, lead to a drastic cut in libel 
damages. 

But it would be a mistake. Ordinary 
people should have a say on how to com- 
pensate those wounded by words. It is a 
right that may need some circumscribing: 
if juries continue to make excessive 
awards, a cap might have to be set on 
what they can give away. But assessing a 
reputation - and the damage done to it 
by defamation - is best done by a person’s 
peers. It would be a bad day for British 
justice if readers, listeners aria viewers no 
longer sal in judgment on and set the 
punishments for errant journalists. 


Cleaning out the 
Korean stables 


*• Tt could prove to be a historic, cleans- 
y •Xing storm. In South Korea, events in 
£ recent weeks have had the manic quality 

* of an improbably action-packed TV mini- 
1,1 series. Not one but two former presidents 
11 are simultaneously on the rack - and 
il many of the country's top businessmen 

are implicated in the scandals, too. 

Ex-president Roh Tae Woo confessed 
’{' last month to having amassed $650m for 
0 a slush fund, of which almost a third, 

- according to his own admission, went into 
•' his own pocket He is now behind bars. 

* Ex-president Chun Doo Hwan, me&n- 
y while, who seized power in a military coup 
:: 15 years ago this week, has found that his 

- past has caught up with him, too. He has 
n been arrested in connection with the mas- 

sacre of students in the southern city of 

* Kwangju in 1990, in which at least 200 
people died. 

The case of Mr Chun is almost straight- 
forward. The brutal crackdown - Tianan- 
men, but without the same international 
outrage - had left a gaping wound which 
has never properly healed. The case of Mr 
Roh is more ambiguous. First, there was 
the embarrassing fact that President Kim 
himself was helped into power courtesy 
of Mr Roh. Second, the corruption 
allegedly involved some of South Korea's 
biggest and most successful companies, 
including Hyundai and Daewoo. 

President Kim had repeatedly insisted: 
“Let history be the judge.” Now he has 
suddenly performed a remarkable turn- 
around, pressing for a clean-out of the 
Korean stables - a turnaround which has 
left Koreans curious but not always 
enthusiastic. Mr Kim himself said yes- 
terday that he was forced to move 
because the corruption had been “beyond 


imagination". Cynics contend that the 
explanation for this sudden conversion is 
to be found not in morality but in. domes- 
tic politics: South Korea is due to have 
elections next spring. 

Either way, the latest dramas contain 
an important message: new-found pros- 
perity does not need to provide a carte 
blanche for everything that came before. 

TWenty years ago Smith Korea was both 
poor and undemocratic. Now it is neither. 
Free elections were held in 1993, and the 
country is one of Asia’s richest. It is sig- 
nificant that it is just at this point - when 
economic and political self-confidence 
have been achieved - that South Korea 
seems finally to be moving towards a reck- 
oning with its own past It is sometimes 
argued that the success of the Asian tiger 
economies is somehow incompatible with 
full democracy. But that need not be the 
whole story. 

Caution is still needed. The whole 
Korean hullabaloo might vanish, almost 
as suddenly as it began. But the lessons 
from elsewhere in the world seem to be 
that expectations, once aroused, are dif- 
ficult to dampen down. Even the bosses 
of the chaebols. South Korea’s industrial 
giants, themselves now insist that they, 
too, want to do a cleaner kind of business, 
instead of paying a kind of informal 
corruption tax. 

It is still unclear whether South 
Korea’s apparent new determination to 
dean up its act is a serious change of tack 
or merely a pre-election blip which will 
leave corruption shaken but not stirred. 
None the less there are reasonable 
grounds for optimism that the country is 


hesitantly embarking on the next stage 

of its democra lisa ti on. 



^ > 




Diana, chaste temptress, cruel hunter. Goddess of the Moon (with apologies to Ben Jonson, Hymn to Diana) 

-LETTERS TO THE EDITOR ■ 


Tony Blair’s ideology has little to do with the Labour Party 


From Mr Jim Denham 
Sir: Donald Maantyre (“How to 
revive top-quality democracy”, 
12 December) tells us that Tony 
Blair is frustrated that he has not 
been given credit for shaping 
what he (Blair) sees as “a new, 
coherent, three-sided ideology” 
for Labour. 

What is this exerting new tri- 
angular ideology? Apparently h 
consists of (1) equipping business 
for “massive technological 
change", (2) a “one nation* ap- 
proach to social policy and (3) a 
“new politics" which seems to 
boil down to increasing the pow- 
ers of local government and mak- 
ing Prime Minister's Question 
Time less confrontational 

AH very laudable, I am sure. 
But isn’t describing this as an 
“ideology” - and a “new, coher- 
ent and three-sided" one at that 
- a bit pretentious? Harold Wil- 
son pioneered (1), Edward Heath 
still champions (2) and Paddy 
Ashdown no doubt approves of 
(3), even though Mr Blair is still 
playing hard-to-get on PR. 

And a final, minor point: what 
has any of it got to do with any con- 
ceivable definition of socialism? 
Yours faithfully, 

Jim Denham 
Birmingham 
12 December 


From Mr David Rendd, MP 
Sin Your substantial coverage of 
Tony Blair’s proposal to impose 
a system of all-powerful mayors 
on local go ve r nm ent highlights 
the hypocritical nature of 
Labour's current approach to 
local democracy. Ear from put- 
ting “voters back in the driving 
seat of local gover nment " (lead- 
ing article; “Someone worth call- 
ing mayor”, 12 December), Mr 
Blair's proposal may simply make 
it easier for central government 
to strengthen its hold over local 
authorities. r 

It was after all Mr Blair who, 
only weeks earfier.-drummed the 
leader of ^Isalfcooncfl, David 
Church, out of the Labour Partly, 
Under the Blair plan, many 
more local authorities would be 
dominated by a highly person- 
alised leadership. Yet Mr Blair 
has made it dear that be wiH only 
allow such leadership to remain 
in place if it conforms strictly to 
national Labour Party policy. 

It is bard to believe that the 
policy represents any new philo- 
sophical co mm itment to local 
democracy. Ultimately, Labour 
must face up to the fact that local 
democracy is not meant to offer 
maximum convenience to prime 
ministers - or to leaders of the 
opposition. 


It is intended to offer focal sive to increase 
people as effective means of ments, so incliv 
gove rnin g their own affairs hi a take out private 
way that is taffy accessible and feasible to have : 
accountable, this is a simple so parents 
point, but it does not fit whhMr increase in 
Blair's vision of a preskfeaj E&dpcopfag 
Britain where he and his efife t pukes the 
band of tSsapks puff all grants to< 
strings of power. dents will 

Yours sincerely, • ofthdrow 

David Rendel - triesioju 

MP for Newbury (Lib Dem) wefitatby 
House of (foramens cnees to * 

London, SW1 “individua 

nDax m^ 

expected to foot the bxH for new and ahead 
Labour’s new Britain. Mr Blair to live on 
says be wants to “equip people Under .a j 
and business for massivc global. meat, I ca 
and technological change” with- things will; 
out resorting to the old left’s pol- • and many 
icy of “limitless expansion of Britain. It 
public spending and rights with- ruined this 
out responsibilities". . Prime Mn 

In other words, the new people will 
Britain we can look forward to pice, 
is one where welfare spending touts faith 


Totting i|p 
the tipplers 


Is should 

s; it is not From Dr Chris Cook 
childcare. Sin What will the ; Government 
0 pay: the now do about its Health of the 


so parents wifl have to pay; the now do about its Health of the 
jnagease in (he number of young Nation target to reduce the num- 
peopte String to university bers of men and women drinking 
rpakes the payment of student more than the sens&te limits of 
grants too expensive, so stu- alcohol? Their targets; based on 
Seats will have to pay for more the bid recommendations, which 
ofthcsrowneducaricKL Mr Blair mortdbctorestifl uphold, were less 
tries lo justify his plans to exit than one in sa men, and less than 
we&re bymi&iB&wooUy refer- me m 18 women drinking more 
cnees to “the community” and than the recommended amounts 
“indjviduaT responsibility’’, but by 2005. Until yesterday, the evi- 

I fl idCT ft I f tfcffv AntiMfe «Me ftioT tkinvi Lon mbriA nrt * 


ratoric fegfcs the dcsiocwas&^ thOThwm&deiio 
xSScjf of leaving progress towards this end. 
tfcjQOE to fluid - Tb OPCS Health Survey for 

'■ England t9$3 ‘(published by 
W^imy -first HMSOm 1995) Sowed 30 per 
ybo^universsty cent of men drafting more than 
iowwhat it islifcc 21 units per week, and 13 percent 
verge of poverty, of women drinking more than 14 


and already I know what it is like 
to live onlhe verge of poverty. 


Under .a mew Labour g o v er n - units per week. Published data do 
meat, I can only imagine that not show corresponding figures 


ftnological change” with- thing? w® get a lot worse for me 
orting to the old left’s pol- and many people throughout 
“limitless expansion of Britain. It was the Tbries who 
spending and rights with- ruined this country, but under 
ponabflities". . Prime Minister Blair ordmaiy 

Jther words, the new people will be made to pay the 
i we can look forward to . pice, 
where welfare spending touts faithfully. 


will be cut under the auspices of 
“individual responsibility*. Blair 
provides an accountant's view of 
the welfare state: it is tooexpen- 


Wake up call from the nuclear dream 


From Dr Patrick Green 
Sin Charles Arthur’s claim that 
British Energy’s decision to aban- 
don the proposed SizeweU C and 
Hinkley C nuclear reactors is 
bad for the UK economy (Analy- 
sis; “Nuclear pull-out poses 
threat to the economy”, 12 Dec- 
ember) ignores some simple eco- 
nomic facts. 

Far from justifying its exis- 
tence in the public sector, nuclear 
power was killed because it can- 
not survive without massive pub- 
lic subsidy. The Government’s 
May 1995 White Paper, The 
Prospects fa- Nuclear Power, made 
it transparently clear that there 
are no strategic, industrial or 


environmental arguments which 
can be substantiated to justify 
such continued subsidy. 

Quite simply, every billion 
pounds spent subsidising a new 
nudear power station is a billion 
pounds that could be spent more 
cost-effectively elsewhere. Pound 
for pound, investment in energy 
efficiency can lead to twice as 
many jobs created as investment 
in nudear power. Energy effi- 
dency is a fc more cost-«ffective 
way of combating climate change . 
than nuclear power. 

In the medium to long term, 
renewable energy offers a more 
sustainable and cost-effective 
means of meeting the UK 


energy’s needs without the envir- 
onmental impact of fossil-fuel 
burning or nudear power. Wind 
energy is already cheaper than 
nuclear power and does notpro- 
duce a legacy of nudear waste 
that will remain hazardous for 
timescales transcending human 
experience. 

New nudear power stations 


Brendan ONhu 
Edgware, 
Middlesex 
12 December 


A place for 
stowaways 

From Mr R. G. MSJbum 
Sin I was shocked, but not sur- 
prised, by Raymond Whitaker's 
article “Life toms for the stow- 
away massacre” (11 December). 


for the new limits, which corre- 
spond to weekly totals of 28 and 
21 units respectively. However, 
the survey did show-15 per cent 
of men drinking more than 35 
units per week, and 4 per cent of 
women drinking more than 25 
units per week. 

Extrapolating from these fig- 
ures, we might estimate that 
about 23 per cent of men (one in 
four) and 7 per cent of women 
(one in 14) are drinking over tbe 
new limits. In other words, by 
moving the goal posts the Gov- 
ernment has at a stroke virtually 
achieved its targets for women, 
and has gone a longway towards 


Sin I was shocked, but not sur- success - despite absolutely no 
prised, by Raymond Whitaker's change in the nation’s drinking! 
article “Life toms for the stow- Presumably, the Government 
away massacre" (11 December), could Tnaintam the old limits as 
During June and Jufy this year, I targets for Health of the Nation. 


wfil only add to the nation's exist- ■ travelled as a passenger on the This would seem contra dictory, tp 
ing legacy of nuclear waste for. container ship Contsktp Atlantic say the least. Assmruog that it 
which no permanent solution ! from Felixstowe to Karachi. moves to the new Grhits,~it is m 


Your chance to pick a personality to forget 


Y es, it’s coming to the end of 1995, 
so it is time to vote in our annual, 
alternative Non-Personality of the 
Year contest again. AD you have to do 
is vote for the person who you t hink 
has contributed most to making 1995 
a year you would rather forget about 
So. obviously that leaves out Nel- 
son Mandela, but it still leaves in 
everyone else - Will Carting, the 
Princess of Wiles, Richard Branson, 
John Major, the entire government of 
Nigeria and many other excellent 
candidates. 

Previous winners, don’t forget, 
have included Jeffrey Archer, Peter 
Mayle, Paul Gascoigne and Virginia 
Bottomley, so do not vote for them 
again this year - unless you feel par- 
ticularly vindictive. 

Here is a list of this year's leading 
candfoates.wifoabriefresum^oftheir 
qualities to gwyou an [idea of the kind 
of person we are hoping to make our 
Non-Personality of the Year. 

Brian Mawhinney 
The Vinnie Jones of politics. The 
hard man of the right. The Norman 
Tebbit de nos jours. The player the 
Tories send on to cripple the oppos- 
ition. The man who appears on the 
media at the first sign of adult polit- 
ical argument to put a stop to it He 
likes to caD himself doctor, so that at 



overwhelming interest in other peo- 
ple’s sex lives and an urge to interfere 
m them, then the Fbpe is the ultimate 
dirty old man. He is the head of the 
Roman Catholic Church, a quaintly 


uiests cannot marry but are 
to interfere with Htde drikfren. 


scenes of accidents he can barge his 
way through, shouting, “Let me 
through, Tm the chairman of tbe Tbry 
Party!” and trample the injured per- 
son to death. The man who, many 
Tories fear, will lead to another Tory 
election victory if not stopped 

John Lennon 

People who say that Paul McCartney 
was the soft,^ wimpish one of the Bea? 
ties obviously never listened to any of 
the slush that Lennon recorded in his 
last dozen years. Nor (fid they listen 
to the Beaties’ new single, which was 
a heartiess posthumous practical joke 
played by the three survivors on 
Lennon, though not very funny in any 
other way. 

The Pope 

If the definition of a tfiny old man is 
a rather sad and tooefy figure with an 


Lord Lacan 
The longest-nmnin, 
the run. Or not, as ti 


og aristocrat on 
the case may be. 


NkfcLeeson 

Leeson is well in the running for the 
Businessman of the Year award qp the 
grounds that he took on and bank- 
xupted his own bank, winch is a thing . 
all of us from time to time have longed 
to do and dom of us has ever managed. 

Ian Paisley 

Ncn the power for evil that he oooe was, 
bmstffl a potent reminder that you do 
not have to be Iranian to be a power- 
hungry ayatollah. In 1978, Derda Mur- 
phy described (in her book on 
Northern Ireland, Place Apart) how 
&e attended a service given by Pais- 
ley in Belfast and how, after an hour 
and a half of listening to “this 
demented figure”, she left the church 
and “knew Ihad been in the presence 
of pure evil”. No one has ever quite 
replaced Paislqy on this Satanic levcL 


Janet Street-Porter 
As Eddie Izzard gets more soft and 
feminine, Street-Porter goes the 
other way. It is said that there are no 
jobs for life any more - in Street- 
Porter's case there just seem not to 
be any jobs any more, except acting 
in documentaries about her losing 
her job. She made a famous speech 
in Edinburgh in 1995 and no one can 
remember a thing she said in it. Not 
her year in some ways. 

Eddie Izzard 

Izzard once said that he would not go 
on TV and do his jokes. Now he is 
on TV chat shows all the time, but all 
credit to him - he has kept to his 
word and never does any of his ■ 
jokes. 

Duncan Ferguson 

This is the Everton footballer who 
was sent to prison for striking an 
opponent and thus messed up the 
whole Fantasy Football season, 
because no one ' knew hew well he 
was performing for the prisotf team j 
and if he was scoring any goals. 

Is there anyone YOU would Ske. to 
nominate for Non-PersojiaBty of the 
Year ? Just let us know on a postcard 
(onfyusee-mail if you ore nominating 
BUI Gates). 


which no permanent solution 
exists. The new station would 
produce radioactive waste during 
its operating life and would need 
to be d«x>mniissioned at the end 
of it, or some 50-100 years there- 
after. The UK’s nuclear waste 
management and decommis- 
sioning bill currently stands at 
around £40bn. 

Continued investment in 
nudear power would therefore 
be distinctly bad for the UK 
economy arm is not necessaxy. It 
is time to wake up from the 
nudear dream, Mr Arthur. 

Yours sincerely 

Patrick Green 
Senior Energy 
Nudear and Climate 


At that time the ship also had effect saying that th£ present ley- 
a stowaway, from a container, on cis of alcohol coasunrotian * ' 


I board He had travelled from the population are a&eady dose 
Karachi to Bombay, Felixstowe, to acceptable. This is despire an 
Hamburg, Antwerp and back to estimated 40,000 ribohol-rdated 
Karachi again. A journey of - deaths in this cquWfyeach yeaar-ji 
some 65 days’ duration. Due to and an estimated. ' «wt to the 
the integrity of the German offi- nation of 
cere he had been well treated, if utabte to alofliriHmw prob- 
confined. terns. Of course,^ ^ftiaioalcost 

I observed his treatment by a is easily offset 

multiplicity of bureaucrats on rebeavedthnwAwW 
the way. He was interviewed, taxation. It is JP* 

photographed and even finger-. ccaxtoj^that to ^^^^tiJe 
printed, but no one permitted Nation was not ae nffigt ant con- 
mm to land. The oofy practical skfaaation in tius manw. 
care be received on shore was Yours sincerely, - 
from the Felixstowe Seafarer’s CkrjsCook - '• <1 . 

Centre, which clothed him. The Consultant and Senior Lecturer 


terns. Of course,^ ^ftaaidalcost 

r« ration it tehmp- to avow the 

condnson that the Ifcahh of the 

mn< 


Friends of the Earth 
London, N1 
12 December 


Unpalatable pud 

From Mr Patrick Hodgkinson 
Sin Like Matthew Harris, Biben- 
dum’sehef (Magazine: "Flail fig", 
9 December), I also dislike 
Christmas pudding. It still holds 
memories of a fearsome aunt 
who served its fried leftovers to 


crew were anticipating a passen- National Addiction^ Centre and 
ger for lifel Maudsley Hospital 

Political and economic London, SE5 . 
migrants will not disappear just 13 December 

because we wish it The only 

long-term solution is to make life _ _ . _ ' _ , 

more worthwhile for them at POIK IOT tft€ CHOP 
home. 

Meanwhile, we need to From Mr JuBan Means 
develop a protection mechanism Sin If I were in the meat trade,! 


Pork for the chop 


for our seafarers. Nine stow- think I would be pi 
aways can be a real hazard on a a long Christinas 
ship that might only have two Friday, pork sales w3 
crew oaduty at certain times of more than BSE be< 


lidbeptenwgtotakc 
riBxnas. btQu. Ftam 
: sales w 31 probably dip 
BSE bedfriue to the 




the Victorians have thought of a 
more nauseous bridge between 
goose and Stilton? 

Sensible 

is s umme r pudding, 
aeaning the teeth, it prepares 
the paJate for cheese, b rigteg 
with it the promise of summer to. 
come - royally poetic. And 
brandy butter with the cream: ye 

Drub! * 


next port of call, followed by Chrfetmas hmch taMe. After I saw 
repatriation to . their port of the film in August, ; in lb® hyper- 


'*ga| 


embarkation at the expense of carnivo rous US, pork safes report- 
that government Alleast the edfy dropped by 20 percent 
problem can then be returned to Yours, 
where it belongs - political JuuanMorjus . 
debate - rather than providing Appleton, Oxfordshire 

continuing dangers to the lives o? ' ' ■ ■ — 

sailors and even to the lives of Letter? should be stkfre 



Yours etc, 

Patrick Hodgkinson 
Bath 

10 December 


Yours faithfully, 

R.G. Milburn 
Wisst Wickham, Kent 
12 December 
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,, winners take all 

A global ‘star system’ is developing in which pay differentials are wider than ever. But there is a downside 


I t ^ bera a good week for society’s 
winners in the worlds of pop music. 
; .finance and sport. . Hus year's list of 
-k-c*? P .ewaets among the British dod 


w 


y 


£12.7m and EricClapton 
T :_£5J«n. It was bonus time in the C5ty, 
; wi fh-2&e r theLondon staff at the US 
. iowsfinenl- bankers Goldman Sachs 
-:,;;oollectingabom£3m apiece on top of 
i-; : ; «alanes.^iid NBC, the Araeri- 
; ^cau television group, signed a deal 
r paymg ^2.3bn for ! the US Olympic 
television rights till 2008 - a sum 
- which demonstrates the pulling power 
hi world media of Olympic athletes, 
' wtuch will eyeatualtybe reflected in 
fees paid subsequently to the most 
successful. • ‘ 

There is a common thread here. 
These three diverse fields of human 
endeavour have all seen an astonish- 
ing widening of pay differentials dur- 
ing the past 20 years. The gap between 
the competent but un extra o rdinar y 
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ias never been greater. 

The entertainment, finance and 
sports businesses have long rewarded 
their stars generously. Indeed, 1 have 
written here about the Pavarotti fac- 
tor: the handful of people who are so 
outstandingly talented that they are 
able to command vastlymore than the 
next rank of performer. 

But now they- are being joined by 
a second group, of people who are 
simply highly skilled in various activ- 
ities and who have managed to pro- 


pel themselves to star status. 

Look at any professional activity — 
the law, management, medicine, edu- 
cation - and the tendency is for people 
.who are seen as exceptional to earn a 
great deal more than those who are 
perceived as “less good". 

The usual explanation is to see this 
process in political terms; we have 
become a greedier society, with greater 
rewards to “fat cats" - a trend encour- 
aged by the free-market right, which 
has been the dominant political force 
of the last 15 years in both the US and 
Britain. 

But the “star system” phenomenon 
is too widespread for this political 
explanation to be fully credible. The 
driving force is economic: seismic 
changes are taking place in the world 
economy which mean that the “best” 
people (in the sense that the market 
deems them to be best) are capturing 
an ever larger share of the earnings 
cake. 

The whole phenomenon is charted 
in a new book just out in the US, The 
Winner-Take-AQ Society, by Profes- 
sors Robert Frank and Philip Cook 
(The Free Press, $25). Their thesis is 
that the practice of handing out dis- 
proportionate rewards for small dif- 
ferences in performance is spreading 
from a small number of professions to 
many other activities, with disastrous 
soda! consequences. 

The authors write principally in 
terms of the US, where the star sys- 
tem extends more widely than in the 
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UK. So it would be wrong to take then- 
analysis and t ransfe r it undiluted to 
Britain. Nevertheless they are on to 
something important We are subject 
to the same forces and many of our 
stars sell to the world market in the 
same way as top Americans. 

There seem to me to be three quite 
separate forces at work, which the 
authors note but da not clearly dif- 
ferentiate. First, an ever more com- 
plex world economy genuinely does 
need greater and greater s kills in its 
workforce. Second is the combined 
effect of technology and the inter- 
national media, which has both cre- 
ated a global demand for “stars" and 
made it possible for those stars to 
deliver their product to a world mar- 
ket. And third, large social changes 
have produced a society in which 
distribution of the spoils has become 
more important than the generation 
of wealth. 

What is wrong with this? There is 
surely nothing wrong with highly 
skilled people being highly rewarded 


for their work. We need, as far as is 
possible, to train and encourage 
more such people. There is surely 
nothing wrong with the creation of 
stars if those stars give pleasure to 
millions, as stars of entertainment 
and sport do. So why would the 
authors of The Winner-Take-All 
Society warn of “disastrous social 
consequences"? 

One reason is that it distorts 
people's aspirations. Too many people 
are sucked into an attempt to reach 
stardom, despite the fact that mathe- 
matically the vast majority will fail and 
will end up miserable as a result. 

Another is that a society which 
places more and more emphasis on 
the division of the spoils, rather than 
the creation of wealth, simply inflates 
the pay of the an ever-spreading con- 
stellation of “stars". 

This applies, particularly, not to the 
outstandingly talented, but to the 
highly skilled. Consider a court case. 
The winner does usually take all. So 
it is worth paying any amount to 
obtain the best' barrister rather than 
the second best, because the best will 
win. Hence the extraordinary escala- 
tion of legal costs taking place 
throughout the world 

Similarly, the cost of takeover 
battles, with the enormous fees paid 
to investment bankers and other advis- 
ers, might he seen as an example of 
“winner" fees for an activity which in 
the short-term at least, does not 
increase, but merely redistributes 


wealth. Pop stars give pleasure, but do 
lawyers and takeover specialists? 

The star system is well-developed in 
American education, where the hand- 
ful of world-class universities and 
business schools are paying very high 
salaries to attract star lecturers who 
will underwrite their brand name. 
The result is that the overall cost of 
higher education in the US has rock- 
eted as increased costs have to be 
passed on to students in fees. 

It is a million miles from explaining 
a phenomenon to justifying it, and still 
further from explaining to developing 
ways of countering such a powerful 
force. 

There are some things that can be 
done: the most obvious is to improve 
the supply of highly skilled people. We 
cannot readily increase the supply of 
Pavarottis, but we can do something 
about the supply of skilled profes- 
sionals in all walks of life. Government 
does have a role. 

But if the principal driver of the 
winner-takes-all phenomenon is global 
economic trends rather than domes- 
tic political ideologies, it becomes 
clear that politicians can do relatively 
little to intervene. 

Maybe in the end the answer is in 
our own hands: we should place a far 
greater value on individuality - the 
wonderful cultural and intellectual 
variety of the world - not the mass- 
produced and globally consumed 
“celebrity” upon which we have 
allowed ourselves to become hooked. 


General Grade’s trench war 

This weekh spat between Channel 4 and ITV is about more than quality, says Thomas Sutcliffe 


W hen Michael Grade arrived in 
his new office at Channel 4V 
headquarters in 1988, he did so with 
a threat ringing in Iris ears. “I am 
handing on to you a sacred crust,” 
Jeremy Isaacs had warned him when 
the two met in a corridor. “If you screw 
it up, if you betray it, HI come back- 
and throttle you." * . 

W To date Grade remains onthrottled, 

which . may simply be because Isaacs 
is too. hug running the-JXoyal Opera - 
House to watch mu di-tel evasion. Bui- 
lt seems there are plenty of o&erswho - 
would behappy to carry out his threat 
For ahnost two years, ITV and C4 
have bear fighting airench war over 
their funding arrangements. Grade, 
argues that it fa absurd and unfair for 
C4, notionally a minority channel, to . 
remit money to ITV (the result of -a 
deal strode when C4 was aflowied. to 

ITV used a. blizzard. 

of statistics and 
selectee accounts of 
C4V schedules 

sell its own advertising. Half of all rev- 
enue oyer a certain threshold figure 
goes to ITV companies, in return for 
a guarantee against failure. The fail- 
ure never came and this year C4 paid 
ITV £74m). 

ITV, wdi dug in behind contractual 
ramparts, replies that Grade did not 
object when the. deal was agreed and 
• besides, it needs the money to support 
the public service element of its own 
output. .The row that broke out this 
week about whether C4 is meeting its 
original brief is amply a new front in 
an old war, a strategic thrust at what 
ITV perceives to be a weak part of the 
front. 

The barrage was opened bjr Steve 
. Morrison, managing director ofUWT 
0'- who argued that Grade had -aban- 
doned C4’s distinctive pubKc: service 
remit. 'He made his case with a- bliz- 
zard of statistics and some highly sel- 
ective accounts of the schedules. His 
account of Sunday evening for exam- 
pfe, turns out to be cannfly myopic and 
offers a useful example of haw reliable 
such arguments can be. He concedes 
i fiat Channel 4's Equinox, broadcast at ■ 
7pm, is excellent. But “what hap- 
pened as the channels moved out of 
peak thne.ai lCL30pm? On LWTyou 
could have seen news and then arts. 
C4’s contribution to being distinctive? 
A thriller movie starring Val Kilmer 
and Joanne Whalley-Kilmer ” Tlus 
was. in fact, a low budget film noir, 
part of a perfectly respectable series 
that C4 has been running. 

Morrison also neglects to mention 



with characteristic terseness: “1 said 
that he was a commercially minded 
television executive who would seek to 
take the station downmarket, make it 


more popular, prepare it for privatis- 
ation". Grade would probably admit 
proudly to commercial nous but has 
already been acquitted of the last 
charge (he fought hard to prevent priv- 
atisation, foregoing considerable pers- 
onal enrichment in the process). Pre- 
sumably Isaacs did not think it would 
be admirable for his replacement to 
make the station less popular - he was 
simply searching for a form of words 
that would encompass the odd oblig- 
ation of a public service channel not 
to be too successful. 

In fact. Grade has made the chan- 
nel more popular, but an examination 
of the schedules hardly bears out the 
suggestion that he has plunged dowu- 


Frghting fund: Channel 4 has been disputing Its financing with ITV for two years Photograph: Jane Baker 


what happened in peak time. While 
LWT was broadcasting The Beatles 
Anthology and London ’s Burning, C4 
offered viewers Soviet Echoes, part of 
a distinguished series about classical 
mnac under Communism, and The 


with Europe. If Grade is really 
mg in on ITV’s mainstream audit 


mov- 
ing in on it Vs mainstream audiences, 
he seems to be losing his old touch. 

The truth is, of course, that lamen- 
tations over the death of C4 are pre- 
mature, and the tears are distinctly 
crocodilian. It is undoubtedly true that 
Grade has changed the nature of the 
ehanfn*! There are many amatl fihn- 
m along collectives on whom the irri- 
gating funds no longer foil, many 
independent film-makers who find it 
impossible to pursue their private 
(and often surprisingly productive) 


obsessions. The channel is less eclec- 
tic, less lumpy, less downright weird 
than it used to be. It is hard to imag- 
ine seeing now one of the programmes 
broadcast in its first yean an airmail 
letter from New Zealand feminists 
that was solemnly read aloud as the 
camera panned down the writing 
paper. Even defenders of Grade sense 
the change of temperature. “It doesn’t 
have the passion about experiment 
that it used to have," says Anthony 
Smith, one of the founding fathers of 
the channel, “but 1 certainly don't 
think the ideal has been betrayed." 

Some of the serious programmes, 
however, are marred by an addiction 
to marketable controversy. Secret Lives 
does not match BBC2’s Timewatch in 
its editorial rigour or scale; Without 
Walls is capable of fitful brilliance but, 
as Melvyn Bragg pointed out in a fol- 


low-up bombardment, it hardly con- 
stitutes lavish commitment to the arts. 

It fa true, too, Lhat Grade's instincts 
are essentially commercial. It is hardly 
surprising that ITV executives, already 
nervous about the potential effect of 
Channel 5 on their revenues, should 
fidget with their calculators when 
Grade describes their network as C4’s 
“dominant commercial competitor" 
(my italics). That is not the language 
of someone who thinks naturally of 
complementarity, or of a humble sub- 
sidiary role. One reason Grade's ITV 
adversaries are so rattled is because he 
has transformed the later part of his 
schedules, replacing discussion pro- 
grammes with popular American im- 
ports. This hits ITV where it is vulner- 
able because of the News at Ten break. 

When Isaacs opposed the choice of 
his successor in 1988, he put the case 


Grade has replaced C4’s 
late-night discussion 
programmes with 
popular US imports 


market to do so. The day on which the 
C4 schedule included snooker. The 
Munsters, Brookside, a sit-com called 
Rude Health and Hill Street Blues 
does not provide evidence of Grade’s 
baleful hand - they were broadcast on 
4 January 1988, the day he arrived. As 
one independent producer points out: 
“It’s not that the downmarket stuff 
wasn’t always in the schedules to 
begin with - it’s just that Michael’s 
doing it more successfully." 

Nor is it easy to equate more recent 
schedules with a programme of relent- 
less commercialism. The “Battered 
Britain" season, a recent examination 
of the nation's social health, gave an 
amount of time to unpalatable, “un- 
sexy" material which (perhaps rightly) 
would have been unthinkable on any 
other channel. This week's program- 
ming has included consumer series 
about finance and education, pro- 
grammes about disability, documen- 
Lary strands such as Dispatches and 
Secret Lives. Paul Watson’s film about 
a Liverpool factory and a series of 
short films about distinctive churches. 
Though American programming has 
increased greatly, it is arguable that 
C4’s purchase of sil-coms such as 
Fntsier and Rosanne has done much to 
improve television culture in the field 
of comedy. 

In short. Grade's C4 is still a very 
long way from being ITV by other 
means. But it is no longer the amateur 
channel which, in the finest sense, it 
was under Isaacs. That may be why the 
professionals are so bad-tempered. 


Martin Mears 

Sound legal advice does not come cheap 

A 


“ A 
£‘ t 


t its meeting today, the T-aw 
x * Society Council will be asked to 
approve a minimum recommended 
fee scale for conveyancing - a change 
that has Txen quite controversial-. 
Solicitors would be free to charge 
below the recommended rate put, 
they did, the transaction would not 
be covered by the Solicitor’s Indem- 
nity Fund and they would have to 
arrange their ovb insurance. 

The proposals need the consent of 

the Master of- die. Bolis. who would 
haveiobe<»fivioctt^ 

public interest. The consumenst ortn- 
oikay.-bf cobfse; is & 

always best. But the fallacy of this 


position is obvious. No one employs 
an electrician or a dentist .on price 
alone. People look for a quality serv- 
ice at a .reasonable charge. They 
also do this when they employ a solic- 
itor, but with one exception. A con- 
veyancing solicitor is regarded as sup- 
plying a package. And provided that 
the package is delivered (ie, a' set of 
keys or a cheque on completion 
. day), that is all that fa required. 

But what if the solicitor charges so 
little that be is unable to devote 
proper time to the transaction or to 
employ competent staff. What if, 
say, he foils to make proper searches 
■ so that the purchaser finds his prop- 







erty is in the path of a motorway? In 
that event, the client will sue the 
solicitor and the solicitor will resort 
to the Solicitors Indemnity Fund, a 
mutual fund sustained by the contri- 
butions of all practising solicitors. 

The profession as a whole, then, 
finds itself in the position of subsid- 
ising inferior work carried out by cut- 
price practitioners. Figures establish- 
ing a correlation between cut-price 
work and claims on the Indemnity 
Fund have now emerged. 

As the Lloyd’s deb&cle demon- 
strated, an excess of insurance claims 
can break even the strongest institut- 
ion. And the full seriousness of the 




situation cannot yet be known as 
most mistakes made in the course of 
conveyancing transactions do not 
emerge until years later. 

Alas, the public perception of 
solicitors as fat cats remains. The 
opposite is the truth. Recent Law 
Society figures show that 25 per cent 
of sole practitioners earn less than 
£10,000 per annum and 25 per cent 
of solicitors in small firms (partners 
numbering four or under) earn less 
than a senior school teacher. A 
recent Coopers and Lybrand report 
estimates that, within the next five 
years, 20 to 25 per cent of firms will 
disappear. 


It is not as though conveyancing 
fees were high. In 1993. the Woolwich 
Building Society survey found that 
our conveyancing fees were the 
cheapest in western Europe. 

The British public is used to a high 
standard of service from ail its pro- 
fessions. But the public cannot have 
professions that are skilled, efficient 
and incorruptible, and also have 
them cheap. Still less can it reason- 
ably demand that an Hi-paid profes- 
sion should pick up the bill for all its 
aberrant members. 

77re writer is president of the Law 
Societv 


Will Bosnia 
become Beirut? 


L ebanon will not be men- 
tioned at the Bosnia peace 
ceremony in Paris today. You 
do not mention disaster when 
you want to project hope. But 
Beirut lies like a curse over the 
West's forthcoming involve- 
ment in Bosnia. Radovan 
Karadjie. the Bosnian Serb 
leader, understood this when he 
ingratiatingly warned the 
Americans that Sarajevo could 
become “another Beirut". 

And the chilling memory of 
the 241 American servicemen 
slaughtered by a Muslim sui- 
cide truck bomber at the US 
Marine base in Beirut in 1983 
sent US negotiator Richard 
Holbrooke back to Sarajevo lo 
ask Alija lzeibegovic to order 
Arab fighters out of his coun- 
try. The Bosnian president 
rather optimistically gave them 
30 days to leave. 

In Beirut, where the blood- 
bath in Bosnia has been 
watched on television with both 
horror and the condescension 
of shared guilt, the Lebanese 
did not know whether to laugh 
or cry. Wasn't Sarajevo already 
worse than Beirut? In 15 years 
of civil war and “ethnic cleans- 
ing" in Leb- 
anon, 150,000 
men. women 
and children 
were killed. 

In just four 
years of war 
in the former 
Yugoslavia, 
about 200,000 
have died. 

But the 
parallels 

should be troubling the most 
powerful force in Nato. Back in 
1982. the American Marines 
arrived in Beirut at the head of 
an all-Naio force of French 
and Italian troops and - later - 
100 British soldiers. They came, 
they said, lo protect the Pales- 
tinians after the massacre at the 
Sabra and Chatilla camps by 
Israel's Christian Lebanese 
allies. In 1982. Washington 
believed it had secured the 
agreement of both Syria and 
Israel to withdraw their armies 
from the country. The Ameri- 
cans were told that local mili- 
tias would be disarmed and 
“foreign fighters'* would be 
expelled. They promised to re- 
arm the government army. 

Just like Bosnia Most fright- 
ening of all parallels is the 
American failure to plot an 
escape route. The Marine pres- 
ence in Beirut - only 2.000 
strong - was open-ended, while 
the Nato deployment, with 
20.000 US troops, is limited to 
just a year. But the American 
failure to bring peace to 
Lebanon forced the Marines to 
stay longer - until they became 
so deeply involved in the civil 
war that they were themselves 
attacked by that lonely, smiling 
suicide bomber. 

Can Nato really pull out of 
Bosnia if it fails, if the war re- 


ROBERT FISK 


ignites, or if those ambiguous, 
frighteningly complex para- 
graphs of the Dayton agree- 
ment prove loo difficult for its 
troops to put into practice? 
The LIS failure in Lebanon 
forced President Reagan to 
search for new policy interests 
in the region: will the current 
US administration have to find 
new goals in the Balkans if it 
faces humiliation there? 

The Americans also have a 
habit of declaring their desire 
to assist one political group or 
ethnic community while ending 
up supporting another. The 
Marine deployment in Beirut 
was intended to ensure the 
protection of Palestinians and 
the withdrawal of foreign forces 
from Lebanon. But it ended up 
supporting a Lebanese gov- 
ernment that loathed the Pales- 
tinians. and opening a defence 
alliance with the Israelis who 
had invaded Lebanon. 

The Bosnian government has 
now been told it will control a 
unified Sarajevo, that the front- 
iers of Bosnia are inviolate, 
that courts and civil society will 
be resurrected after three years 
of massacre. But the Americans 
are relying 
on their 
Croat friends 
to hold the 
Bosnian fed- 
eration tog- 
ether which 
is why the US 
ambassador 
to Zagreb 
denied that 
the Croats 
had “ethni- 
cally cleansed” 200,000 Serbs 
out’ of Krajina last summer - 
even when the Croats were dri- 
ving the Serbs out, murdering 
elderly survivors and burning 
every village. The Muslim- 
Croat alliance in Bosnia may 
look good on paper, but it is as 
brittle as gold leaf. 

And if the Croats grow tired 
of Izeibegovic’s puppet show in 
Sarajevo, they can turn out the 
lights. What will the Bosnian 
Muslims do when they realise 
that the American peace is 
founded on the good offices of 
their two enemies, the Croats 
and the Serbs? 

In Beirut. 13 years of winter 
storms have bathed the 
scorched ruins of the US 
Marine base, but the bum- 
marks can still be seen on the 
concrete, the faded signs for 
drinks in the Marine mess still 
visible behind the long, wet 
grass and rubble. Somehow, 
they seem more powerfully 
symbolic today than they have 
for many years. The Lebanese 
discovered the price of civil war 
-just as the Bosnians will now 
discover it that their future is 
decided not by themselves but 
by outside powers. And the 
outside powers must reckon 
with the fury of those they 
came to help if their promises 
turn to dust. 



Good-bye 

battery 



Seiko Kinetic®. The first .and only quartz watch:- 
that generates its own energy from your efvery 
movement. The perpetual accuracy of quartz 
naturally, without a battery. Its tiny powerhouse 
converts even your slightest movement into 
electrical impulses. Ecologically sound and ultimately 
reliable. Seiko Kinetic is so efficient that you only 
need to wear it for one day to ensure enough energy 
reserves to last at least a week. Wear it continually 
and it will never let you down, ft's built to fast 
Someday aS watches w3 be made this way; 
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Mixed reception: Chancellor emerges undoubted winner in battle with Govemorof Bank of England □ City divided on scale of the reduction 


UK paves way for 
world-wide fell 


in interest rates 


PAUL WALLACE 

Economics Editor 


Interest rates were last night set 
to fall around the world. Fol- 
lowing Britain's quarter-point 
fall to 6.5 per cent, Germany is 
expected to shave rates today 
and New York markets are 
already pricing in a rate cut. 

Wall Street surged late yes- 
terday, sending the Dow Jones 
Industrial Average index 
through 5,200 to record levels. 

In the UK, Kenneth Garke's 
decision to cut rates brought to 
an abrupt end the shortest and 
shallowest interest rate cycle in 
recent history. 

The decision to cut rates by 
only a quarter point disap- 
pointed industry and com- 
merce, but signalled further 
cuts to come in the new year. 

Britain’s markets showed 
muted enthusiasm: gflts ended 


fidence in the real economy. 
There was an equally sharp 
clash of views over whether 
the united front presented by 
Mr Clarke and Eddie George 
over the decision had restored 
the credibility of the present 
monetary arrangements in 
which the Bank has been given 
more influence in the shaping 
of interest rate policy. The ex- 
tended stand-off over the sum- 
mer between the Bank’s call for 
higher rates and the Chancel- 
lor's refusal to sanction it had 
threatened to bring the new sys- 
tem into disrepute. 

Mr Bell said that the cut had 
more credibility because Mr 
Geoige had recommended it. 
However, Mr Bootle voiced 
his suspicion that “there was 
probably a negotiation before 


fractionally stronger, and ster- 
ling strengthened from 82J5 to 


S3 on the trade-weighted 
exchange rate index. 

In the short sterling contract 
used by the City to bet on in- 
terest rate changes, there was a 
further hardening in expecta- 
tions that further rate cuts were 
on the way. By the end of the 
day. it was implying base rates 
of 6 per cent by June. 

City economists were divid- 
ed about the move. Steven BelL 
chief economist at Deutsche 
Morgan Grenfell, said the cut 
was the right decision because 
conducting monetary policy was 
like peering into the fog - 
“you’re less likely to fell into 
traps if you take small steps." 

However, Roger Bootle, 
chief economist at HSBC Mar- 
kets, said the decision to cut by 
a “niggardly" quarter of a point 
was both timid and dangerous, 
given the ebbing away of con- 


posed to any cut and 
wanting a half per cent, with the 
quarter point cut emerging as 
a compromise". 

Despite this mixed reception 
to the cut in rates, one thing is 
dear: it marks an extraordinary 
turnaround in expectations. The 

day after the Bank of England 
lifted rates last December from 
5.75 to 625 per cent, the City 
consensus was that rates had 


Base rates 



much further to go in 1995 - to 
8 per cent by June and almost 9 
percent by December. With the 
economy growing at 4 per cent 
in 1994 and Britain’s sorry track 
record in curbing inflation, a sus- 
tained tightening in monetary 
policy seemed inevitable. 

In the event, rates peaked 
after one further rise to 6.75 per 
cent in February. Yesterday's cut 
in rates acknowledged the reality 
that growth has slowed much 
more than bad been expected - 
and that inflation has not ac- 
celerated out of control as had 
widely been feared. 

In between came the epic 
struggle between Mr George 
and Mr Clarke over the call by 
the Governor of the Bank of 
England for a further hike in 
rates in May. Apparently as 
much to the surprise of his own 
Treasury officials as to the 
Bank, Mr Clarke unexpectedly 
overrode Mr George's recom- 
mendations that a further jump 
in rates was needed to offset the 
inflationary effects of the 5 per 
cent feH in the pound in the first 
half of the year. 

The Chancellor undoubtedly 
emerged the winner in this first 
trial of strength under the new 
monetary arrangements that 
had given the Bank more influ- 
ence in the shaping of interest 
rate policy. Bathe came out on 
top principally because the eco- 
nomic indicators went his way 
rather than die Governor's. 

Growth, which had initially 
been thought to be running at 
0.8 per cent in the first quarter 
of the year, equivalent to an an- 
nual rate above trend, was re- 
vised down to 0.6 per cent. Still 
more worrying, the expansion of 
the non-oil economy in the 
third quarter of 1995 slowed still 




DIANE COYLE 

Economics Correspondent 


Vindicated: Kenneth Clarke at the Treasury yesterday after announcing a quarter-point 
fall in rates Photograph: Edward Sykes 


further to 


under 


r to just 03 per cent, well 
half the underlying rate 


of growth the Treasury now 
thinks the economy can sustain. 

Back in May, die Bank's cen- 
tral forecast for inflation tar- 
geted by the Government - 
retail prices excluding mortgage 
interest payments - was that it 
would peak at almost 4 per cent 
early next year and that it would 


be at 3 percent at the begming 
of 1997. In November, the Bank 
still cautioned that inflation 
would be just over the Gov- 
ernment’s target of 23 per cent 
or less in two years. 

“Our view has changed,” Mr 
George told a press conference 
after the decision to cut rates. 


New information since the 
November report pointed to an 
improved outlook for inflation, 
such that the Bank now thought 
the Government would proba- 
bly hit its Inflation target - 
Today's figures for inflation 


Kenneth Clarke. Chancellor of 
the Exchequer, said the econ- 
omy was likely to grow by less 
than his 27 percent forecast this 
year before picking up in 1996. 

Mr Clarke told MPs that the 
feet (hat interest rates could be 
cut from a level of 6.75 per cent 
at this stage of the economic re- 
covery showed that there had 
been a remarkable transfor- 
mation in the British economy. 
Speaking before the Treasury 
Select Committee he also said 
he was more confident than ever 
that the Government would hit 
its inflation target. 

However, the Chancellor 
sounded a note of caution about 
prospects for future rate cuts. 
These would depend on month- 
ly-month evidence. “We’ve not 
spent our time achieving a low- 
inflation recovery in order to 
throw it away.” 

In an echo of Nigel Lawson's 
dismissal of “teenage scrib- 
blers” when he was Chancellor, 
Mr Clarke said be bad learnt 
“not to take any notice of pan- 
ic-stricken advice and day-to- 
day reactions”. He added that 
now the public finances bad 
been bought under control the 
Government had begun to re- 
duce taxation again. 

Mr Clarke said the main 
question at yesterday's meeting 
with Eddie George, Governor 
of the Bank of En^and, had 
been whether to cut rates by a 
quarter or a half. Mr George 
had recommended a quarter- 
point cut, which Mr Clarke 
had been minded to make 
anyway. 

. Yesterday’s buoyant figures, 
especially a record number of 
new vacancies, and recent ex- 
change rate weakness, had 


luck or shown judgement, the 
icllor said: “Some say it 


Chancellor 

was lucky, some say canny. I kill 


think it was the right decision.” 
said g 


employment last month, the 
27th in a 


will provide an early test of the 
dibflit 


credibility of the derision. 


prompted caution. A falling 
ry, Mr 


pound was ~ inflationary, 
CJaike said. Mr George told tbe 


row. the Chancellor 
said labour reforms meant the 
sustainable unemployment rate 
was lower than it used to be. 

The Chancellor said rapid 
growth in the money supply 
measures was puzzling at a 
time of such marked slow-down 
in the economy. 


Fall in unemployment and stronger retail sales raise hopes 


The economy was surprisingly buoy- 
ant in November, figures on unem- 
ployment and retail sales suggested 
yesterday, writes Diane Coyle. Un- 
employment fell to its lowest level 
since May 1991. Retail sales volumes 
grew by more than expected aftera 
lacklustre performance in recent 
months, although the underlying 
trend remained subdued. 

However, there was no sign that 
falling unemployment has put 
pressure on wages. Economists ex- 


pect the higher recent level of pay 
settlements to raise earnin g s growth 
before long, but underlying average 
earnings growth remained un- 
changed at 3.25 per cent in Octo- 
ber, and in manufacturing was the 
lowest since the series began 15 
yeans ago. 

City economists are optimistic 
about the retail price index due to- 
day - and available to the Chancel- 
lor and Governor yesterday. Kevin 
Darlington, an economist at Hoare 


Govett, said: “The labour market is 
continuing to give the signals we 
would hope to see at this stage of 
the recovery” 

The number claiming unemploy- 
ment benefit fell by 22,400 to 
2,244300 - 734,000 below its peak 
in the recession. Unemployment was 
lower in all regions. Yesterday's 
labour market figures also provid- 
ed other evidence of encouraging 
strength. The number of vacancies 
available at Jobcentres last month 


reached its highest level since May 
1990, while the number of new 
vacancies posted was a record. 

There was an increase of 13,000 
in employment in manufacturing in- 
dustry in October, mainly in the 
food, drink and tobacco sector, 
after three successive monthly fells. 
The number of manufacturing jobs 
was 55,000 higher than a year 
earlier. 

Figures for the total workforce in 
employment showed a perplexing 


fell of 22,000 in the three months to 
September. But as this was almost 
entirely due to a drop in self- 
employment, many economists 
expect this to be revised. 

Last month brought an increase 
of 0.6 per cent in the volume of re- 
tail sales;, the biggest rise by far since 
February. Taking the latest three 
months, a better guide to trends, the 
rise was only a modest 0.1 per cent 
compared with the previous three 
months. 


Richard Brown, deputy director 
general of the British Chambers of 
Commerce, said the figures were 
nothing to get excited about “The 
position in the high street remains 
relatively subdued. Much as we 
would like to see consumer confi- 
dence piclringim, we are not seeing 
the beginning of a consumer boom.” 
Tbe biggest factor behind 
November's advance in sales was a 
2.7 per cent recovery in sales of 
clothing and footwear, probably 


mainly due to the onset of normal 
winter weather after a mild October. 

Sales of household goods and de- 
partment store sales also improved 
in November. Sales at food stores 
were flat, and have fallen 0.9 per cent 
in the latest three months. 

Ciardn Barr, an economist at 
Deutsche Morgan Grenfell, said 
this pattern probably reflected con- 
sumers' sensitivity to price increases. 
Food prices have been rising faster 
recently. 


Pearson reshuffle sets 
succession fight scene 


NIGEL COPE 


Pearson, (he media group which 
owns the Financial Times, 
announced a boardroom re- 
shuffle yesterday which paves 
the way for a three-way battle 
for the top job when the chief 
executive, Frank Barlow, retires. 

The changes were announced 
together with a gloomy trading 
statement which knocked al- 
most 10 per cent off Pearson 
shares. The company warned 
that this year's profits will be hit 
by heavier- than -expected re- 
structuring charges and signif- 
icant job losses. Analysts 
downgraded profits forecasts as 
the shares fell 49p to 667p. 

Pearson has addressed the 
succession question by saying 


that Mr Barlow will continue as 
chief executive until the annual 
meeting in May 1997. A suc- 
cessor will be announced then, 
the company said. 

As the company is thought to 
favour an internal candidate, 
that puts three men in con- 
tention. One is John Makinsoa, 
managing director of the 
Financial Times, named yes- 
terday as the group’s new fi- 
nance director. He will replace 
James Joll next April. Mr JoU, 
who is 59, will leave the board 
at the end of 1996. 

Another candidate is Greg 
Dyke, the head of Pearson TV, 
who will be promoted to the 
main board in March. It is the 
first time Pearson has granted 
a boardroom seat to one of its 


divisional chiefs. David BelL 
who is chief executive of the 
Financial Times group, will also 
join the board in March and is 
a possible heir-apparent. 

The changes were welcomed 
in the City, which has been look- 
ing for fresh blood on the Pear- 
son board. Pearson said 
yesterday that its re-organisatioa 
costs would cost around £45m 
instead of the £12m previously 
expected. The company has al- 
ready made significant redun- 
dancies at Westminster Press 
and at the Financial Times, 
where the Isle of Dogs printing 
plant was closed. 

It is now spending a further 
£32m cutting backroom office 
costs, which wil] require further 
redundancies. 


Hobson agrees £121m 
bid from Hillsdown 


JOHN SHEPHERD 


Andrew Her 
brate bis 30m birthday as a seif- 
made multi-millionaire after 
agreeing yesterday to a £121m 
bid from Hillsdown Holdings 
for Hobson, the company he has 


transformed in just two years 
from being a supplier of con- 
doms to Nigeria into a food 


manufacturing business. 

He owns 10 milli on shares 
and has options at 27p each on 
a further 3 million. Hfllsdown’s 
cash offer is pitched at 31p a 
share, tipping a total of £3 .22m 
into his bank account before the 
customary letter from Her 
Majesty's Inspector of Taxes 
lands on the doormat 

Mr Regan, chief executive 


and son of Bill Regan, the com- 
pany doctor drafted into Spring 
Ram, is also on a two-year con- 
tract, paying a basic £153,000 

annuall y and providing the 
chance to earn a 100 per cent 
bonus. However, neither Mr 
Regan nor other directors have 
yet negotiated compensation 
deals with Hillsdown. 

“No packages have been 
agreed with executive directors, 
because I wanted them to make 
a decision on (he takeover offer 
on behalf of shareholders and 
not for themselves,” he said. 

He has no intention of swan- 
ning off ; but intends to get 
back into business as soon as 
possible. “People have asked me 
where’s this money going to get 
. I’ve told them irs all gome 


me. 


back on risk. Of course I am go- 
ing to cany on,” he said. 

A friend of Mr Regan said he 
would not be surprised if he 
launched himself at another 
quoted company. Before Hills- 
down came on the scene, Hob- 
son bad run the slide rule over 
dozens of potential targets. 

Hobson bos held pro traded 
negotiations with Hulsdown for 
several months. 

For its money, HrDsdown will 
be getting a company largely 
built up through acquisitions. 
Deals under the stewardship of 
David Wigglesworth, chairman, 
and Mr Regan, chief executive, 
notably include last year's 
£lllm purchase of the food 
manufacturing arm of the Co- 
operative Wholesale Society. 


STOCK MARKETS 


3730 I SCV , 


sne ; — 

l . 1 - , 


3BTD n. 

.sinw 



iteo.-...; 

\ ■ Nf-y 



ilWt-v j : 

a.-- - 


. am -j fc F . IV . ,,, 

Kfopatt 


Mu 

Ctea 

Wltta* OmpM 1995 


1995 Lh 

TteN 

FISE100 . 

—1652.40 

+7.50 

+0,2 

3680.40 

2954.20 

3.94 

EISE250 _ 

-3942.30 

JlILM- 

+0.2 

— 3991.30 

8300.90 

3.58 


1812.40 

+3.80 

+0.2., 

1821.50 

931.00 

3.86 

FT Small Can 

.1938.68 

-0.92 

■QJL 

J993.1t 

__ 1678.61 

334 

FT AB Share 

1785.58 

+140 

+02 

1837.78 

1469.23 

3.82 

New YUrtt* 

5198.41 

+23.43 

fOS 

5198.41_ 

3832.08 

277 


19283.48 

-29.29 

-0.2 

19584.04 

.14485.41 

0.78t 

Hona.Kom _ 

9920.88 

-6.41 

•frl 

1003233 

6967.93 

3.B7+ 


-2270.80 

-18.97 

. _r05_ 

2317.01 

1910.96 

uet 

Pais 

1833.76 

-15.18 

-0.8 

2017.27 

-1721.80 

5L23t 

Mflan 

9074.00 

-51.00 

-0.6 

9931.00— 


1.74+ 

MwW 

.3.T2iflQ 



—118,88- 

204.08 

_ 


•te Jaws <15* ton. tar Jwc *n* d M30 tom 


tFt/HMMfUBVk* 


INTEREST RATES 


US Ion? bond 



— ■ ■ ‘ 

mqinniran 


Rod nil * 4 


Mu 

I Note 

liter 

teteMN to* 

taU Wtelp 

UK 1 

853 

6-25 

7.42 

852 

7.59 050 

US 

5.90 

550 

5.73 

751 

B.Ofi 7.R7 

■fa™ 

051 

054 

1.35 

. 458 


Germany 

4.13 

3.72_ 

B.D9 

L50 - 

655 



1 ’ll A 1 N PRICE CHANGES 1 

fin 


fafe 

lOmm 

Rexam 


, 

1.9 9-6 

Ptescn 

SUL. 49..' JX 

SSf 

—31? - 

160 

£ £3_ 

55 

mjsm . 

East Midlands 

510 38—74 

703 38 45 

Ettnte 


189 

3.7 

larihmkR 

1405 55 - 35 

Harrtson&Cirg 

_H8 

35 

British Steel 



CURRENCIES 



hmi 


Mar 


tofanfay Oar Har%t 


jgg to Ha 


f.{lwftn> f (London! 0.65 25 -Q.ns a.tm 

h s ai t O,lSfiJ.-56 g S.. EfflVtofctt 0.6557 -007 PfiM 

p_+p-36{if — g,, CM (London! 1 .4499 tsmi 


*» (Lnndon!15S,812 -YQ.092_1M.626 irnwi 

B,W_±MP — S2- State 94.4 ^ mS 


OTHER INDICATORS 


tafe 

OB BrentS 17.65 4- 0.02 16.08 RPI 


Ur Unt trip) Mfifi 


GoMS ' 357,75 +0,75 379.1 60P 


J4B.B_-fr3.2nc 2.4 14 Dec 


GoJd£ 25102 -0.07 243.84 

**twhtrarimi«amtli—rr it 13W tea 


TQ6.6 2-lnc 4.3 21 Dae 
— 6.75pc 525 — 


Source: FT Information 


Graduate 


•=* V- 



& 


Clarke sounds 
cautious note on 


-'.-J 


same committee last week that 
he still believed he had been 
right to recommend an increase 
. in base rates Last May, when the 
Chancellor turned down his 
advice. Mr Clarke said yester- 
day he still thought he was 
right too. “About that derision 
in May. Eddie and 1 quite am- 
icably agree to differ. 

Mr cEarke said the possibil- 
ity of a disagreement had rein- 
forced the credibility of the 
system. It was a proper frame- 
work for decision- molting. “It 
was not a row, it was a finely bal- 
anced judgement. It is not too 
surprising that neither of us 
have changed our minds.” 

Asked whether he had had 


If** 




Mr Clarke said growth was 
likely to be below the forecast 
of 2.75 per cent this year, al- 
though above 2 per cent. He 
stood by his forecast of 3 per 
cent growth next year. The 
strength of overseas markets 
and consumer confidence 
would play a role. “I do not ac- 
cept foal the only thing that will 
affect the economy is what we 
do with interest rates.” 

Mr Clarice added that inter- 
est rates were not being used to 
target a particular growth rate. 
Nor was it passible to read off 
from his forecast a prediction 
for interest rates. He admitted 
that the slowdown this year had 
been more marked than he 
expected. 

Referring to the fall in un- 
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A rate deal cooked up to restore harmony 


'Eddie George was 
left in a highly 
vulnerable position.' 
A further overruling 
at the hands of, 

Mr- Clarke would > . 
have done nothing 
for his : credibility’’ 


T^enneth Clarice and Eddie George pulled 
XYout all the stops to present a united front 
on the decision io cut rates by a quarter 
point. . We were saved the old chestnut 
about si nging from the same hymn bo ok, but 
the intention was dear: a state of harmony 
has been restored to the previously discor- 
dant relationship between the Chancellor 
and the Governor of the Bank of England. 
Most of us are left unconvinced. The suspi- 
cion, is that the Chancellor wanted more and 
the Governor wanted less; that a quarter 
point down was the deal cooked up before 
the mee ting 

/ Such no ‘doubt unworthy thoughts are 
inevitable after the clash between Kenneth 
Clarice and Eddie George over the summer. 
While that bad the fortunate side-effect of 
turning the drab pursuit of economic policy 
by the dessicated number-crunchers of the 
Theasmy and the Bank into a spectator sport, 
the players were not so happy. Despite hfs 
protestations to the contrary, Mr George was 
left in a highly vulnerable position. A fur- 
ther overruling at the hands of Mr Clarke 
would have done nothing for his credibility. 

And yet much the same could be said of 
the Chancellor. If he had ridden roughshod 
over the Governor in pressing for a cut in 
rates, critics would have had a field day. The 
charge would be that the new monetary 
arrangements had comprehensively broken 
down and we were back to interest rates set 


solely according to the dials of the political 
and electoral imperatives of the day. 

The need for a compromise was thus 
pressing from both sides. How fortunate, 
from tins perspective, that according lo Mr 
George, the new data since the Bank's 
November inflation report had pointed so 
conclusively to a further downward revision 
in the Bank's projection for inflation two 
yeans hence. How fortunate, loo, that that 
earlier forecast of inflation teetered on the 
brink of the target of per cent or less. 

Yet it is possible 10 take a more straight- 
forward view of the decision. As Mr George 
acknowledged yesterday, growth has slowed 
down more than expected and cost pressures 
have subsided. In the Bank’s view of the 
world, the chances are now that the infla- 
tion target wfl] be achieved. 

The new framework for setting interest 
rates has always marked an uneasy com- 
promise between full-blooded indepen- 
dence and the previous regime, which gave 
so much scope for politically inspired 


changes. It represents the furthest step 


towards independence that is politicals 
acceptable - witness New Labour’s reluc- 
tance to go much further. Despite the 
doubts about credibility, it has made inter- 
est rate decisions far more transparent and 
has forced both the Governor and the 
Chancellor to be more confident Lhat they 
can defend their viewpoints. Whatever Lhe 


genesis of yesterday’s cut in rates. the new 
arrangements have improved the conduct of 
monetary policy. 


Examination for 


the spin doctors 


T o many. Amec’s spot of bother with the 
Takeover Panel must look like more of 
a good laugh than a matter to be taken seri- 
ously. Public relations has long been the 
unregulated, wild frontier of investment 
hanking (to the eternal gratitude of many 
journalists) and to see Amec’s PR firm com- 
ing a cropper by using that time-honoured 
practice of a little leak here, a little manip- 
ulation there, is causing much merriment 
among those who follow these things. 

There is a serious side to it as well, how- 
ever. By breaking Lhe Takeover Code and, 
according to Kvaerner, possibly securities 
law loo, Amec's PR advisers may have done 
their client a great deal of damage. The 
embarrassment factor alone is had enough. 
It both discredits and diverts attention from 
Amec's underlying defence. To cap it all. 
Kvaerner is now threatening to sue .Amec 
should its bid fail. Such cases are notoriously 
diffi cult to make stand up. but this is none 
the less heavy-duty stuff. As to the wider 
question of whether the public relations 
industry should be further constrained, this 


is perhaps an issue on which a journalist is 
not best positioned to comment. In such 
eases it is all loo easy to shoot the messen- 
ger. Often these things are done in the per- 
ceived interests of the client if not on its out- 
right instructions. The fundamental problem 
is lhat when applied to the securities indus- 
try, many of the traditional methods of the 
spin doctor - off-the-record briefings, a 
favour for a favour, the inspired leak and lhe 
manipulative spin - become highly con- 
tentious if nol outright iDegal. 

Furthermore, unlike other areas of PR, 
these are methods applied not just to the 

narrow confines of the fourth estate. They 
are also directed, as in this case, at invest- 
ment analysis and sometimes institutional 
shareholders. The PR industry often talks of 
cleaning up its act, of introducing proper 
codes of conduct and professional disci- 
plines. But old methods die hard. 


East Midlands clears 
out the silver 


: If 


□ mid-1994. East Midlands became the 
! _firsi of the dowdy regional electricity 
j companies to tart itself up by announcing 
i that it planned to return large sums to share- 
■ holders. Last year’s glamour puss is today’s 
| wallflower. For some obscure reason East 
! Midlands is one of only three Rees not to 


have received a takeover offer, despite the 
fancy clothes and the gaudy make-up. which 

most of the resi copied. There is obviously 
no justice on the dance floor. 

Nigel Rudd, the chairman who look over 
in 1994. and Norman Askew, the chief 
executive, set out deliberately to gel rid of 
previous acquisitions, concentrate on the 
core electricity business and borrow to 
reach a more financially efficient gearing 
level. The shareholder value they have man- 
aged to deliver as a result is impressive. 

The first payout, of £ 185m in the form of 
a special dividend, came in November 1994. 
days before Trafalgar House set the sector 
alight by bidding for Northern Electric. Since 
then there has been £3UUm worth of 
National Grid shares and yesterday the 
announcement of plans to Lake the total 
handout over 16 months to more than 
£72ftm. with a £238m special dividend next 
March. That is a staggering amount of 
money for a company that, at last night’s 
price and allowing for the payment of the 
special dividend, was worth just over 
£1.15bn. It means East Midlands will have 
given back nearly 40 per cent of its value to 
shareholders, excluding ordinary dividends. 

You can argue about the morality, but 
from shareholders’ point of view, clearing 
out the family silhrer so effectively before it 
is taken away by a Labour Party windfall 
profits tax seems like a pretty guod idea. 



legal action 
against Amec 


MAGNUS GR1MOND 


Kvaerner yesterday raised the 
possibility of legal action 
against the board of Amec af- 
ter the Takeover Panel attacked 
its former public relations ad- 
visers for breach of City bid 
rules. The Stock Exchange is al- 
ready probing trading deals. 

Kvaerner, bidding £360ra for 
Amec, said in a statement 
through its merchant bankers, 
SBC Warburg, that there were 
“serious questions" arising 
Grom the Panel’s ruling, in- 
cluding whether an attempt 

market in Antec shares:. 

Erik Tbnseth, president and 
chief executive of Jhe Norwe- 
gian group, said: ' “We have •' 
asked our solicitors to make 
clear 10 the current beard ;Of 
Amec that Kvaamer reserves its . 
rights on these matters; we be- 
lieve that the Rmel statement 
may be. but the first chapter in 
a grim saga." 

The move comes just days be- 
fore the final dosing dateof the 
bid on Monday and follows - 
Tuesday’s heavy censure by the 
Panel of Amec's public relations 
advisers. Financial Dynamics. 

The Panel said that a direc- 
tor of Financial Dynamics had 
made certain comments relat- 
ing to profits levels of Amec for 
19%. The information was not 
public knowledge. The director 
is believed to be FD's chairman, 
MrTbny Knox. 

The jprofits statement and 
other unpublished matters rel- 
evant to Amec's defence strat- 
egy were allegedly-passed to an 
unnamed analyst from a stock- 
broking Gim. 

It is thought that a repre- 
sentative. from Merrill Lynch 



Erik Tonspth; Grim saga 


Photograph: FT 


was involved and lhat the tele- 
phone conversation was tape- 
recorded. 

Press reportsover the week- 
end of 2 and 3 December had 
already prompted the Panel to 
call for written confirmation 
from Amec and Financial Dy- 
namics that no such informa- 
tion had been supplied to third 
parties. 

.Rather investigations by the 
"Panel established that there 
had been such conversations. It 
ruled that Financial Dynamics 
bad failed to take sufficient care 
m talking to analysts, “which re- 
sulted in serious breaches of the 
[Takeover] Code”. 

Financial Dynamics were im- 
mediately replaced as PR ad- 
visers by rivals Dewe Rogerson 
following the decision. 

.• Kvaerner yesterday called 
on Amec shareholders to . dis- 
regard what it described as 
these “rumours of future prof- 
its". The company is under- 
stood to be considering 


whether it could take civil ac- 
tion against the Amec board in 
the event that the bid fails. 


The Norwegian group yes- 
terday bought a further 0.9 


per cent of Amec's shares, tak- 
ing Kvaemer's total holding to 
23.4 per cent. 

It is thought that the outcome 
of the bid will turn on the de- 
rision of small shareholders, 
who own around a fifth of the 
equity, and PDFM, the fund 
manager which speaks for 14 
per cent The Amec manage- 
ment is thought to be holding 
a meeting with PDFM 
tomorrow. 

Amec shares fell lp 10 99p 
yesterday, which compares with 
the lOOp cash being offered by 
Kvaerner. 

Because of the large number 
of convertible preference 
shares in issue, the Norwe- 
gians will need to own or re- 


ceive acceptances covering 54 
aft 


per cent of the equity by Mon- 
day to clinch the bid. 


Fortfe says 
5,000 jobs 
threatened 


JOHN SHEPHERD 



Forte yesterday claimed dial 
Granada's reputed boast that ft 
could save £1 00m in costs if its 
£33bn hostile takeover bid suc- 
ceeds could affect up to 5,000 
jobs, equal to one in 10 of the 
workforce. 

A spokeswoman for the 
besieged hotels company said: 
“We don't think they can do it 
[save £3O0ra]. Our wage costs 
are the lowest in the industry." 

A breakdown of Granada’s 
savings figure in recent press 
reports showed that the televi- 
sion company aimed to lop 
£4Gm off Forte’s purchasing 
bills, £35m from central costs 
and £30tn from the payroll 
she added. 

• Forte yesterday requested 
the Takeover Panel U> ask 
Granada for “formal clarifica- 
tion" of its claims that it could 
save£100m. The panel does not 
comment on individual aspects 
of a bid unless it makes an 
official ruling. 

A spokesman for Granada 
accused Forte of “mischief- 
making"; He added: “We are 
totally confident of our aph- 
ids of this, imderperforming 
business." Granada has made 

nooffi^stamme moa thecost 

savings it .could extract from 
Forte. ; ._ 

' Meanwluk. nimours are m- 
tensiiyang that a disposal of 
Fprte's WhHe Hart chain of bo- 
• teis is imminent. 
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Barciaycard moves into business buying 


Companies will be able to boy in temporary staff by credit card 
from today with the launch by Bardaycard of a revolutionary cor- 
porate purchasing system. Adopting the same credit card prin- 
ciple used by mdivjdnals, Company Bardaycard Purchasing enables 
businesses to buy from each other on credit, cutting out costly 
administration. 


Ferguson restates shareholders* hinds 


Ferguson International Holdings, the labels and electronic com- 
ponents company, has agreed to restate shareholders’ funds in 
its next set of accounts after intervention from the accounts watch- 
dog, the Financial Reporting Review Panel. The panel had been 
unhappy about the treatment of goodwill relating to the company’s 
1994 acquisition of the print and packaging group Elswick. 


Water watchdog wants separate listings 


T an Byart, director general of the Office of Water Services, yes- 
terday called for a separate Slock Exchange listing for merged or 
laken-over water companies. He has already proposed such a mea- 
sure for the Welsh 'Rater takeover of Swalec, the electricity dis- 
tributor, and said he had suggested the same to North West Water, 
which has taken over Norweb. He believes it would formalise the 
arm’s length relationship between the regulated businesses. 


QVC home shopping centre for Merseyside 


QVC, the American TV shopping company, is to create 1,100 
jobs at Knowsley, Merseyside, by establishing a new £14m call 


centre to cater for home shopping. The decision was taken after 
l 1 other European sites. 


competition from several 1 

Management, shake-up at BA 


British Airways announced a big shake-up of its top management 
following the appointment last month of Robert Ayling as chief 
executive. The number of senior executives reporting directly to 
the top has been reduced from 25 to 11. although the changes 
have led to only two departures from the company, of which one 
is a retirement. 


Fallon joins Dublin newspaper group 


Ivan FaBon, a former deputy editor of the Sunday Timas, has joined 
the board of Independent Newspapers, the Dublin newspaper 
■ u. CoiTnn ic mrrpnthr Hrtniiv rhicf executive and croup 


gfoup. Mr Fallon is currently deputy chief executive and group 
editorial director of Independent Newspapers of South Africa. 
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East Midlands to pay out further £238m 


PETER RODGERS 

Business Editor 


East Midlands Electricity is to 
pay £238m in a record special 
dividend, which will bring the to- 
tal it has paid this way 10 share- 
holders to more than £420m. 

The special dividend of 120p 
a share, which will be worth I50p 
to tax-exempt institutions such 
as pension funds, was an- 


nounced alongside pre-tax prof- 
its of £96.7m for the first half of 
Lhe year, a rise of 12.4 per cent. 

The special dividend, to be 
paid in March, is the highest so 
far among the regional elec- 
tricity companies and more 
than "the City expected. 

But investors were disap- 
pointed and the shares felt 36p 
because of what analysts saw as 
an ungenerous ordinary dividend 


policy compared with other 
Rees, of 9.2p a share, up U.hp. 

East Midlands pioneered the 
idea of returning money to 
shareholders in 1994, with a 
special dividend of £185m. 
which was announced well be- 
fore bid fever broke out in the 
sector and Rees began to lose 
their independence. 

Norman Askew, chief execu- 
tive of East Midlands, said there 


were no plans to give extra ben- 
efits to customers heyond lhe 
£54.60 rebate already announced 
as a result of the flot ation of Na- 
tional Grid. East Midlands trans- 
ferred the value of its Grid stake 
directly to shareholders. 

The company had a ‘pretty 
stringent" 29 per cent reduction 
of revenue lo achieve by 2000 
as a result of this year’s elec- 
tricity pricing review by Pro- 


fessor Stephen Littiechild. the 
regulator. “We don’t intend lo 
do any more," said Mr Askew. 

Domestic customers were 
paying 12 per cent less in real 
terms than a year ago and a 
spokesman said there had been 
£7(KJm of price cuts to cus- 
tomers since privatisation. 

The special dividend will 
raise the company’s gearing to 
about 80 per cent. 


^ AMEC 


Shareholder 


information update 


AMEC’s response 


to Kvaerner's offers 


To hear 


your Board's advice 


call 0800 77 1 1 77. 


The Directors of AMEC p.I.c. are the persons responsible for this advertisement. Those Directors confirm that, to the best of their knowledge and 
belief [having taken all reasonable care to ensure that such is the case), die information contained in this advertisement is in accordance with the 
facts and does not omit anything likely to affect the import of such information. The Directors of AMEC p.I.c. accept responsibility accordingly. 
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Chubb locks into growth abroad 


It is a measure of Chubb's geographic 
and product diversity that the mori- 
bund construction market and a con- 
tracting banking industry in Europe 
were no more than an irritation to the 
fire protection and security group. 
Good growth elsewhere more than 
made up for a downturn in those mar- 
kets and the steady improvement 
since Chubb was spun off from Racal 
in 1992 continued. 

Pre-tax profits of £44.4m in the six 
months to October were 13 per cent 
better than a year ago. bang in line with 

expectations- They were struck from 
a 5 per cent increase in turnover to 
£383.2m. Earnings per share were up 
1 7 per cent at 9.6p and the interim div- 
idend increased 12 per cent to 2.32p. 

When Chubb was demerged it was 
making an unexceptional return on 
sales of almost £700m, hardly capital- 
ising on its unrivalled stable of brand 
names. A four-year plan was imple- 
mented to widen margins and lift 
market share which, just over half-way 
through, appears nicely on target. 

As the chart shows, operating mar- 
gins have improved markedly in both 
the alarms and locks businesses. That 
has led to an impressive increase in 
cash generation, and a £65m debt bur- 
den four years ago has been trans- 
formed into a £63m cash pile. 

How the company chooses to spend 
that money will be key in determining 
whether the current good but hardly 
heart-stopping growth continues or 
shows a noticeable improvement. In a 
fragmented market, picking up small- 
ish acquisitions of £20m-£50m is the 
likely expansion route. There is no 
shortage of opportunities. Chubb is 
represented in more than 100 countries 
around the world, and while the de- 
veloped countries of the West can only 
be expected to replace their existing 
stock of locks and alarms many other 
markets have enormous potential. 
The scope for growth was underlined 
during the first half by orders pouring 
in 4 per cent faster than sales went ouL 
To satisfy that demand, an £Sm in- 
vestment programme is underway to 
build three new fire product and safe 
factories in Indonesia, South Africa and 
China. Given 13 percent sales growth 
from physical security in Asia, Aus- 
tralasia and Africa, compared with no 
change in America and Europe, that 
is a sensible allocation of resources. 

With no real surprises, analysis left 
their forecasts for this year and next 
broadly unchanged with a consensus 
expectation of £ 100 m before tax in the 


year to April and £1 10m next time. Af- 
ter yesterday's 13p rise to 313p, the 
shares trade on a prospective price- 
earnings multiple of IS, falling to 13. 
Despite drifting from a peak of 406p 
early last year, (he shares are still not 
obviously cheap. Fairly priced. 

Smith surmounts 
paper problems 

David S Smith exemplifies the prob- 
lem feeing investors in the paper in- 
dustry. Like its peers, Britain's largest 
maker of recycled paper and leading 
wholesaler of office stationery is look- 
ing forward to several more years of 
rising demand. But the industry is no- 
torious for its over-optimism, as last 
month's profits warning following ear- 
lier confidence at Aijo Wiggins amply 
demonstrates. 

It is now clear that this year's de- 
stocking has been more thaajust a blip, 
an impression that is borne out by the 
volatility in the price of waste paper this 
year. Having more than doubled and 
then halved in the space of under 12 
months, the price of a key ingredient 


for over 90 per cent of Smith's pro- 
duction has made life extremely 

difficult. 

It is testimony to the strength of the 
management that Smith has been able 
to lift pre-tax profits by nearly 48 per 
cent to £59.6ra in the six months to 
October. Its decision to raise the half- 
way payment to shareholders by 15 per 
cent to 2.45p suggests it remains con- 
fident about prospects. 

In fact, the company is rightly being 
cautious over the outlook. It has man- 
aged to widen margins in its main paper 
and packaging operation from 11.4 to 
to 12.7 per cent as selling price in- 
creases have been pushed through even 
fester than the soaiing cost of waste pa- 
per. But in doing so Smith admits that 
it has lost share in a packaging mar- 
ket that has itself seen growth slow from 
5 per cent in 1994 to 1 per cent in the 
first 10 months of this year. 

Smith’s defence against any cyclical 
downturn Hes in the Spicers wholesaling 
business and the group's niche in 
waste paper. As well as providing 
greater input cost stability than wood 
pulp, substitution means Smith’s St 
Regis Paper operation saw demand rise 
7 per cent against a market up by only 
1 per cent. 


These qualities may not be sufficient 
if demand falls off a diff, though. Prof- 
its of £ 120 m this year would put the 
shares -at 255p, up 6 p- on a modest 
prospective multiple of 9. Fading bid 
hopes give some support, bnt the 
shares are likely to remain doll. 

Disappointment 
as MFI slides 

Given the fragility of the housing 
market, it is hardly surprising that DIY 
and ferniture retailers have been strug- 
gling even more than the rest of the 
high street. The last few weeks have 
seen grim news from Magnet, which is 
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JP Morgan snatches a 
$lm steak in Harlem 


Chubb Security: at a glance 


Marfot value: £871*11, share pries 313p. 
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Yesterday it was MFTs turn to disap- 
point, with pre-tax profits down 30 per 
cent to £20m in the six months to No- 
vember. On top of this MFI rolled out 
a tale of falling margins, flat sales and 
rising costs. 

In some ways MFI has been unfor- 
tunate as it has tried to do some of the 
right things only to be clobbered by un- 
expected nasties. It has been moving 
more production in-house to improve 
margins and the proportion of NOT in- 
house manufacturing has risen from 
52 per cent of sales to 55 percent. 

However, the company did not 
counton the massive rises in the price 
of raw materials such as chipboard, 
which have shaved its gross margin 
from 53 per cent to 51 per cent. With 
higher payroll costs caused by the in- 
crease m manufacturing capacity, the 
net operating margin has shrunk even 
more dramatically from 8.4 per cent to 
5.7 per cent - although the worst 
should now be over on this front 

MFI has also been revamping stores 
under the Homeworks name. These 
stores stock houseware products as well 
as furniture and enable the c omp any 
to attack new markets and move away 
from its downmarket image. MFI now 
has 27 stores in the new format and w31 
convert a further 35-40 in the next year. 
Sales in the conversions are up 10 per 
cent. If the trial is successful all 184 
branches will be changed to Home- 
works. 

Analysts are forecasting profits of 
around £60m for the full year. With the 
shares 0_5p lower at 153 Jp the shares 
are on a recovery-stock forward rating 
of 22. But much depends on an im- 
provement in consumer spending and 
an uplift in the housing market. Hold. 


Harlem is in for a rude 
shock. It is about to be in- 
vaded by droves of Wall 
Street bankers. J P Morgan, 
the Ivy League institution, is 
taking a stake in Sylvia’s, the 
fam ous soul food restaurant 
in the heart of the dangerous 
New York neighbourhood. 

The bank and two other 
investors wfll pump in more 
than $Im to help promote 
Sylvia's flagging sauce and 
spice products business. 
Morgan believes that a paltry 
Sim annual turnover could 
go as hig h as $ 100 m. 

The colourful restaurant is 
about the only place in 
Harlem where a banker 
would be seen alive. It grew 
from a handful of seats to a 
500-table tourist attraction. 
But the food products side- 
line, launched in 1992, has 
not taken off. 

‘There is an untapped 
market out there and this 
product has name recogni- 
tion,” intones Nancy 
Ylvisaker, president of the 
bank’s community develop- 
ment arm. Whether staff will 
be lunching in Harlem is not 
revealed 

They will be learning 
Gospel singing next 

Expect some glowing re- 
search on HP Bulmer in the 
not-too-distant future. The 
rider-maker, which reported 
half-year figures yesterday, 
took the precaution of dis- 
patching a crate of its hooch 
to every relevant City analyst 
last week. For research pur- 
poses only, you understand. 

Further fuel for thought on 
the matter of the Brazilian 
electricity privatisation. 


Culture stuck: Hariem may be seeing mom Wtafl Street barters 


You will recall that the 
City was not exactfy beating 
a path to the door of Garan- 
tia, the Brazilian brokets, be- 
cause of the notorious “dead 
cat problem” - a graphic 
term for the highlevel of 
unauthorised tapping to 
which the system is prone. 
Impoverished Sao Paulo resi- 
dents are in the habit of dip- 
ping on their personal jump 
leads to overhead power ca- 
bles when they need to turn 
the lights on. To do that they 
need to short-circuit the sys- 
tem (and that is where the 
doomed stray cat comes hi). 

We now discover that the 
potential for loss of revenue 
is even greater. In feet Sao 
Paulo residents are but ama- 
teurs compared with the so- 
phisticated power thieves of 
the Orient 

Hike Hong Kong, for ex- 
ample. Not only does half 


The Granada bid for Forte may have to be abandoned. The 
1904 trust deed governing the Council of Forte (and giving 
the guardians of temperance 50 per cent of the votes for less 
than QJL per cent of the shares) is an impenetrable document. 
Bnt it appears to decree that the council must hold the capi- 
tal and income of the trust fond, “until the expiration of 20 
years from the death of the last survivor of the issue of Her 
Late Majesty Queen Victoria Bring at the date of the 
principal deed”. 

Mmm. A leaf through Burke’s Peerage appears to be in order. 


the population own a per- 
sonal pair of crocodile clips, 
but there is also a thriving 
market in stolen electricity. 
Gangs bleed off gigajoulcs of 
power, according to one in- 
dustry source, and sen it 
through the warrens of flats. 

And the rates are very 
competitive. If you buy ille- 
gal power you do not pay by 
the unit The criminals 
charge a fiat fee no matter 
how much power you use - 
one rate for, say, a fridge and 
another for a television. 

In the UK of course, we 
have been more concerned 
with the fat cat problem 
than the dead one. 

Among the helpful tips on 
sensible eating this Christ- 
mas comes advice from Air 
Miles on what to do if a busi- 
ness lunch goes horribly 
wrong - think of something 
witty. It recalls the incident 
of a businessman who 
dropped a wine glass on to 
his fork, which happened to 
be wedged under his fillet 
steak at the time. The steak 
was catapulted across the 
table and landed on the plate 
of an important client. 

“Why don’t you try some?" 
inquired the businessman. 



PolyMASC placing 10 times subscribed 

PolvMASC Pharmaceuticals' placing to raise £4.47m was 10 times 
subscribed, the fledgling biotechnology group revealed yesterday. 
The group, which grew out of research at the Royal Free Hos- 
pital School of Medicine in London, will be capitalised at £2Dm 
when dealings on the Alternative Investment Market begin on 
19 December. The prospectus, published yesterday, confirms that 
the medical school will retain a 26 percent stake, with the found- 
ing scientists holding nearly 32 per cent. 

Fallon on independent Newspapers board 

Independent Newspapers, publisher of the Irish Independent, said 
it had appointed Ivan Fallon to its board. Mr Fallon is deputy 
chief executive and group editorial director of Independent News- 
papers of South Africa. Separately, Independent Press Holdings, 
the holding company for Independent Newspapers and the O'Reilly 
Trust announced that it had increased its stake in Wilson & Hor- 
ton, a New Zealand publisher, from 43.83 to 45.15 per cent. 

Kwik Save shares tumble on warning 

An unexpected warning on margins led shares in Kwik Save to 
fall sharply yesterday. They closed 39p lower at 519p as analysts 
worried about how the group would claw back costs from sup- 
pliers during the crucial Christinas period. While the statement 
was not detailed, it is understood that Ibe retailer felt that City 
forecasts were too high and issued the warning to correct ex- 
pectations. SBC Warburg downgraded from£13(Jm pre-tax prof- 
it this year to £1 16m after the statement. 

Williams boosts firepower 

Williams Holdings has boosted its fire protection division with 
the acquisition of two companies in North America. Dual Spec- 
trum. based in California and the US market leader in high-speed 
opticaJ flame sensors for military vehicles, had sales of $17m last 
year and is costing about S 16m. Pyrene Canada, based near Toron- 
to. supplies the market with a range of industrial and commer- 
cial extinguishers and is being bought for C$4.6m ( £?_2m _) 

Sherwood nets £5.8m from City Deal sale 


City welcomes Tomkins’ $lbn Gates buy 


TOM STEVENSON 

Deputy City Editor 

The City yesterday welcomed news 
from the buns-to-guns conglomerate 
Tomkins that it has found a sensible 
use for its fast-growing cash pile. The 
proposed $Ibu (£685 m ) acquisition of 
Gates Rubber made analysts doubly 
happy because it appeared to be tak- 
ing the group back to its engineering 
roots. The shares rose 7p to 269p. 

The change in sentiment towards 
Tomkins follows three years during 
which the shares have stagnated as in- 
vestors failed to appreciate the com- 
mercial logic of the group's last big 


acquisition of Ranks Hovis Mc- 
Dougall. That move was damned for 
taking the group into the volatile 
world of bread price wars and for flood- 
ing the market with shares. 

Gates Rubber, which makes power 
transmission belts and hoses for the au- 
tomotive industry, is a family-owned 
Denver business with turnover of 
about SUbn expected this year. 
Tomkins beat off offers from two 
other bidders to secure the deal which 
is expected to be completed in the first 
quarter of next year. 

Although details are still sketchy, the 
market welcomed the fact that the deal 
will be funded by the issue of con- 


vertible shares to Gates rather than air- 
other rights issne. The £900m RHM 
acquisition was paid for with a one-fbr- 
two rights issue, bard on the heels of 


Industries 


a £3 25m cash call the previous year to 
fond the purchase of Philips Industries 
of the US. 

Geoff Allum of Henderson Crosth- 
waite said the deal was just the sort of 
acquisition Tomkins should be making. 
“It’s darned good news. It looks a very 
positive deal for Ibmkms on the in- 
formation so far available,” he said. 
Zafar Khan at Sodete G 6 nerale Strauss 
Thrnbull agreed: Tf s a sensible deal and 
one that the market will warm to.” 

Full details will not be available un- 


til contracts are finalised later this 
month, but analysts thought the deal 
would not dilute earnings in its first 
year in Tomkins. Based on the as- 
sumption that Tomkins will pay close 
to the speculated price of Slim and as- 
sume $240m of Gates’s debt, it will 
have to squeeze a 9.5 percent margin 
out of sales of Si. 6 bn to remain earn- 
mgs-neutral. Brokers believed that 
was achievable, with Gates's 13 plants 
employing 14,000 workers offering 
substantial scope for savings. 

The hope in the City is that the ac- 
quisition of Gates will mark a turning 
point for Tbmkms, which has consis- 
tently produced excellent results but 


Kimberly’s Scott 
Paper acquisition 
to cost 6,000 jobs 




for £5.8m. Cater is paying £7.25m in total for the company. Pro- 
ceeds of ihc sale will be used by Sherwood to food investment 
in its core businesses of supplying computer products and ser- 
vices to the insurance and assurance markets. 

Chemring profits leap 33% 

Chemring, the explosives to marine leisure and specialist cloth- 
ing business, announced a 33 per cent increase in pre-tax prof- 
its to £S. 6 m for the year ended 30 September 1995. It 
recommended a 732p final dividend, making a total dividend of 
I0.9p. up 1 1 per cent on 1994. The group saw an 18 per cent in- 
crease in export turnover. 
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DAVID USBORNE 

New fork 

One day after its shareholders 
approved its purchase of Scott 
Paper for S9.4bn (£5.9bn), 
Kimberly-Clark yesterday an- 
nounced that it would be elim- 
inating a total of about 6,000 
jobs within 12 months as it be- 
gins the integration of the two 
companies. 

The chairman of Kimberly- 
Clark, Wayne Sanders, said 
that 12 of the company's plants 
would be closed worldwide 
and that the company expected 
to lake a $1.4bn restructuring 
charge in the fourth quarter of 
this year. 

The Iay-ofis, which represent 
10 per cent of tire combined 
workforces of Kimberly-Clark 
and Scott, are partly prompted 
by agreements readied with 
regulators to divest certain 
brand names and product lines 
to avoid breaching monopoly 
requirements. They include 
Baby Fresh baby wipes. 

The company indicated that 
some of the plants slated for 
closure would be in Europe. 
However, it said that these 
plants would not be identified 
until final agreement was 
reached with the European 
Commission on a proposal to 
license the production of 
Kleenex bathroom tissue in 
the UK and Ireland. 

Together, Kimberly-Clark 
and Scott will be a behemoth 
in the consumer products sec- 
tor, coming second in size in the 
US only to Procter & Gamble, 
with annual revenue expected 
to be about Sl2bn. 


Its brand line will include 
Kleenex, Scott, Huggies, Kotex 
and Depend. 

Of the jobs to be lost, slight- 
ly more than half will come 
from the plants that are to be 
closed. 

On the fate of those plants, 
Mr Sanders told analysts: “We 
mil make every effort to sell 
these as operating businesses." 
Pending the final EC decision, 
expected next month, Scott 
and Kleenex will continue to 
operate as separate compa- 
nies in Europe, he added. 

The Assistant US Attorney ■ 
General. Anne Bigam an, 
meanwhile defended the Jus- 
tice Department’s insistence 
that Kimberly-Clark divest 

Baby Fresh and the other prod- 
uct lines before being given 
anti-trust clearance. 

“Tissues and baby wipes are 
used by millions of American 
fannies every day across the 
country. We can’t allow a merg- 
er to proceed that could raise 
prices of these household ne- 
cessities," she said. 

Commenting on the compa- 
ny’s plans for restructuring to 
analysts in New York, Mr 
Sanders said: “This integration 
plan will improve our compet- 
itiveness by creating economies 
of scale and leveraging com- 
pany-wide synergies. ha short 
this plan is about maximising 
value for our customers and our 
shareholders”. 

Mr Sanders said that he ex- 
pected the merger of the com- 
panies to produce savings of 
5400m annually by 1997, a year 
earlier than was originally 
envisaged. 
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Harvest time: Bulmer’s finance director Alan Flockhart (left) and chief executive John Rudgard 

Thirst for cider boosts Bulmer 


JOHN SHEPHERD 

Cider is being drunk in far 
greater quantities than even 
the most optimistic industry, 
analysts had forecast John 
Rudgard, chief executive of the 
market-leading HP Bulmer 
group, said yesterday that more 
than 11Q million gallons were 
being downed each year, and 
predicted a market size of 150 
mjflion gallons ty the turn of the 
millennium. 

However, this growth in the 
market, whkh has been boosted 
by the hot summer, may further 
attract the attention of the 
Chancellor, Kenneth Clarke. In 
the Budget he raised the exrise 
duty on strong ciders over 7.5 
per cent alcoholic volume by 50 
percent 

The extra tax has added 8 p to 
the price of a pint of cider, and 
28p to the popular 2 -litre bot- 


tles sold by the big supermar- 
ket and off-licence chains 
“This is nothing but a tax on 
success," said Mr Rudgard, 
who added that he was disap- 
pointed by the lobbying by the 
big brewers to raise taxes on 
cider - a move he described as 
‘David versus Goliath” 
Bulmer, maker of the best- 
selling Strongbow and Wood- 
pecker brands, sold almost 20 
per cent more cider in the six 
months to 27 October, which 
boosted profits before tax and 
exceptional reor ganisation rof ffs 
by 12 per cent to £l 6 m. In- 
vestors were encouraged by the 
result, and the accompanying 7 
per cent increase to 4 J5p in the 
interim dividend for the six 
months to 27 October. 

The profits growth lagged be- 
hind the sales advance for sev- 
eral reasons, chiefly sharp 
increases in raw material costs. 


a “shaqily higher” but unspeci- 
fied hike in on-licence prices. 

West Country fanners, typi- 
calfy producing 5QJXJ0 gallons a 
year of mainfy high strength 
cider,^ will suffer mare than most 
from the tax increase. This au- 
tumn’s apple harvest has been 
fermented and,, unless farmers 
dilute the strength, prices will 
have to be raised sharply - a 
move that could meet resis- 
tance from the farmers’ prime 
customers, who are typically 
drawn fromlow-ineome groups. 
- Cider producers have also 
been hit bard by a 50 per cent 
jump in prices for apple juice 
concentrate to £1^X) a ton. This 
jeap is a result of crop failures 
in the former e&t Germany and 
Boland, and a surge in demand 
for concentrate in America. 


Bulmer, however, grows 65 
per cent of its apple require- 
ments and has been cultivating 
more orchards to meet future 
demand. Many smaller cider 
companies buy-in 90 per cent of 
their apples. 

Industry observers predict 
more pain for the smaller com- 
panies next year once Matthew 
Clark has integrated the re- 
cently acquired Thunton Oder 
company with Gayroer. "When 
Matthew Clark comes charging 
out of the gate, as they will, we 
will be ready,” said Mr 
Rudgard. 

Small producers are already 
struggling to inake profits, a 
problem created by their drive 
into the economy cider sector. 
This move, coupled with the 
biggger producers pushing hard 
on premium brands, has 
exacted its toll on the middle 
market 








faded to persuade investors of its 
merits. Despite turning in an 18 per 
cent rise in profits for the year to April 
with a similar rise in the dividend pay- 
out to shareholders, the shares have 
remained under the cosh, rated less 
highJty even than its peers in Lbe out- 
of-favour diversified industrials sector. 

Over the long run Tomkins’ perfor- 
mance has been even more impressive. 
Earnings per share have risen every 
year since 1984, notching up a com- 
pound growth rate of 34 per cent com- 
pared with the average of UK. quoted 
companies of just 7 J per cent. Divi- 
dends have risen 29 percent a year on 
average over the part 12 years. 
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Allied Domecq in ferment amid talk of brewing sale 

• Shares of ABkd Domecq were tion of Courage which allowed 
” "" •• m *. rare oW ferment in late Scottish to leapfrog Ra« and 
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«. as .stories swept 

the stock market that 
die out-af-favour drinks group 
was on the verge of selling its 
remaming brewing interest 
Allied has never confirmed 


tkm of Courage whidi allowed 
Scottish to leapfrog Bass and 
become the nation’s biggest 
brewer. 
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keen to unload hs SO per cent 
shareholding in Carlsberg- 
TetJey, which suffered an em- 
barrassing profits fafl. 

. Carlsberg, the Danish 
brewer, shares owner ship of 
Cl with Allied. The allianm 
has not been particularly har- 
monious as CT has struggled 
in the highly competitive brew- 
ing environment followin g the 
Government’s controversial 
Beer Orders. 

Bass and Whitbread are re- 
garded as the most -likely buy- 
ers. Their interest has beat 




s controversial acquisi- 


deariy crucial to any deal. The 
Danish group is likely to be re- 
hK3am to take CT into full own- 
ership. So it may be prepared 
to arrange a trading deal with 
a UK group on the fines adopt- 
ed fcy Rasters of Australia when 
it sold Courage. 

Whitbread was last night 
regarded as the most likely to 
buy CT for around £300m. If 
it did it would have around 30 
per cent of the beer market - 
similar to Scottish. But should 
Bass emeige victorious it would 
return to number one position 
with some 40 per cent 

Allied, in a hectic flurry with 
one investment bouse buying all 
the shares it could, touched 
519p; dosing at 5l6p, a gain 
of 15p. The group refused to 
comment on the rumour, shel- 
tering behind the traditional 
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“we never comment on market 
speculation” response. 

Bass, stiH benefiting from last 
week’s figures, finned to 726p; 
Whitbread shaded 4p lo 664p. 

The Allied speculation oc- 
curred just after Sir Christo- 
pher Hogg was confirmed as 
ADied’s next chairman. He 
was responsible for splitting 
COuitaulds in two - chemicals 
and textiles. Some wonder 
whether be will divide ADied 
into two quoted companies, 
retailing and spirits. 

The modest interest rate 
reduction gave shares a gentle 
lift, with the FT-SE 100 index 
dosmg 7.5 points up at 3,662.4. 
Further cuts are expected but 
cautious souls are taking the 


view that the economic slow- 
down may be much more se- 
vere than the Government is 
prepared to admit 

The bears certainly got the 
upper hand, with even the 
sight of the Dow Jones Index 
above 5,200 points failing to 
make any impression. 

HSBC, the banking riant 
which embraces the Midland, 
finned to 1,01 Op as stories cir- 
culated that a big UK deal was 
near. For some time a US bid 
has been expected. But 
Lehman Brothers, the US in- 
vestment house, dismissed 
such talk, pointing lo the pos- 
sibility of a UK strike. 

The mar ket is convinced a 
financial bid is immin ent. At 


various times in recent months 
almost every big insurance 
group has been dragged into 
the bid frame; so have the re- 
maining independent mer- 
chant and clearing banks and 
most investment groups. 

Gartmore, the fond manag- 
er put up for sale by its Banque 
In do Suez parent, was thought 
to be due to succumb this 
week to a joint US/German bid. 

BAT Industries, suspected 
of having a financial deal up its 
sleeve, gained lip to 571p. 

Rexham, the old Bowater 
packaging and paper group, 
was the day’s best performing 
blue chip, up 19p at 356p. 
The Swiss Alusuisse group de- 
nied any intention of bidding 
but speculators immediately 
turned their attention to the 
possibility of a US strike. The 
shares have had a poor time 
this year, falling from 517p. 

One takeover which mate- 
rialised. a £121m cash bid 
from Hillsdown Holdings for 


Hobson was a disappointment 
Hobson had been regarded as 
a possible high flyer but the 31p 

take out compared with a 27p 
Hobson launch price. Ibmkms’ 
US expansion pulled ibe 
shares 7p higher at 269p. 

J Sainsbury finned 4p to 
379p despite NatWest Secu- 
rities downgradings from 
£8 12m to £7 87m and from 
£882m to £827m. 

Pearson’s downbeat trading 
statement lowered the shares 
49p to 618p and Kwik Save, the 
stores chain, tumbled 39p to 
519p on a gloomy statement 

MFL the flatpack furniture 
chain, was little changed at 
153 Jp after lower interim fig- 
ures. Disappointment with the 
East Midland Electricity div- 
idend lowered the shares 36p 
to 703p. 

TtafBcmaster reversed 5p to 
279p. The traffic monitoring 
group raised nearly £3m by 
placing shares with institu- 
tions at 270 Jp. 


TAKING STOCK 


[) Queens Moat Houses, the 
struggling hotel chain, is at- 
tracting attention The shares 
gained 2p to 13.75p with 
turnover put at around 7.7 

million. Although heavy bor- 
rowings make the QMH out- 
look subdued there is 
persistent talk a bidder could 
appear. With the hotel indus- 
try's fortunes improving, un- 
derlined by the battle for 
Forte, a brave soul could be 
tempted to buy all, or part, of 
what is one of the finest hotel 
chains in Europe. The reclu- 
sive Barclay brothers, who re- 
cently paid £7An for 
London's Ritz Hotel, are ru- 
moured to be interested. 


O Expect a sharp profit ad- 
vance at Cattles, a financial 
services group. Stockbroker 
W illiams de Broe looks for 
profit? this year to improve 
£&2m to £28m, with £33m 
next. The shares are 21Z5p. 
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SHARE PRICE DATA 

Prices are in sterling except where staid The yield is last year’s divided grossed up 
by 20 per cent, as a percentage of the share pnee. The price/earurags 1 WE) ratio is the 
share price divaled by Iasi year's earning* per share, oeduding exceptional items. 
Other details: it Ex rights x E* -dividend a Ex-all a Unlisted Securities Market 
s Suspended pp Partly Paid pm Nil Paid Shares. Sourer: Finstiu. 

THE INDEPENDENT INDEX 

The index allows yon to access real-time share prices by phone from Scaq. Simply dial 
M91 123 135, followed by the 4-digjl code printed next lo each share, lb access the 
latest reports dial 6891 1233 followed by one of the two-digit codes below. 

FT-SE 100 - Real-time M Sterling Raus 04 Privatisation Issues 36 

UK Stock Market Report 01 Bullion Report 05 Water Shares 39 

UK Company News 02 Wall St Report 20 Ekxtririty Shares 40 

Foreign Exchange 03 Ibkyo Maiket 21 High Street Banks 41 

Anyone with a tone-dial telephone can we this service. For a detailed description of 
The Independent Index, including its portfolio facility, phone 0S91 123 333. 
For assistance, call our helpline 071 873 4375 (9_V»am - 5 JOpm). 

Calb cast J9p per mhtutt (ckrap raOrl. and 49p a *fl ortrr ilm. CoS charget {admit VAT 
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to guide 
Missile 

. Richard- Dunwoody lias been 
booked to ride Unguided is&- 
sje m Satufriay’s Betterware 
Cup Handicap Chase at Ascot 
The seven-year-old. was part- 
nered by -Dunwoody when win- 
ning first time out at 
Cheltenham the season. 

Dunwoody will also ride Cor- 
ket a triple winner in. Ireland 
for Aidac O'Brien, in the Long 
Walk Hurdle at A§coL 
Most bookmakers are now 
quoting Rough Quest as 5-2 
favourite “wife a run" for the 
Betterware Clip, following news 
yesterday that Ttny Casey’s 
nine-year-old may not take par t 
because of a muscle problem. 



in line for tax victory 



It was supposed to be jungle 
warfare, a long and bnterhand- 
to-hand struggle, but the battle 
over the Chancellor's one per 
emit duty handout now seems 
dose to resolution before Tris- 
tram Ricketts has even had the 
chance to biotins bandana. The 
cut in betting duty ann o tmff ^ 
m fast month's budget is now ex- 
pected to be passed on to pun- 
ters via a reduction in betting 
“‘tax’’ from 10 to nine per cent, 
a sign ifi cant success both for 
those who place bets and those 
who lay them. 

When Kenneth Clarke an- 
' Bounced his reduction in betting 
. duty from 7.75 to 6.75 per cent, 
he added the slightly mischie- 
vous rider that the benefit 
should be spread between the 
bookmakers and horse and 


12-10 Mancfys Martino 
UL40 -Edward Seymour 
LlOCaGttAOay 

1-40 Dream Ride 
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- • 2JO todor FaMe 
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340 Suny Bay 
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GOINS: -So ft 

■ Ri#a-hand, undaiwtng circnlL Hun-in of 140yd. 

■ A6 «ouilv«at of town. Bos aerate from Norttempian raBwraata- 
Members SJ2; HuianQsSS; Comae £4 (Car ptos occupants & 16). 


Rt EADlKCTBtlMEBTOBKDWWE^OBH iii i a i — ZEwbioabaaNrama 
gTws a success ratio of and a profit 10 a 51 level sake of £38.43; D rSefaoIaoa 

— 13 winnas, 40 rnnnro. XUttb; +344^)0; TFdrator — 12 winners, 82 nomas, 14.6%, 
-U-lMhMra J ftanan — If winners, 4T runners, 23.4%, -80.08. 

■ LEADING JDCKKES: If Braman —26 ntavn, 92 rides. 27.2H, +i35-43 ; RDnn- 
wwxfy-— ]7 winners, H6rkk3,20‘)fc, -il2Jil;LH«rv^r— IS wtnnra, 100 rides, 13%, 
•'835-80; AJfngnfre— 12 winners, 86 rides, 1&2*. -£17.26. 

WINNERS W LAST SEVEN DAZSeNone. 

LONG-DISTANCE HUNNEB&'VfoxtieC (2.40) has been sent 198 nDeo tar Mia M Bot- 
ejqr from liitgdate. Cleveland. ‘ 

fJ537|T BLUE RIBBON NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS ^ (DIV I) ££800 

L==r_i added 2m Pen^tyVzAie £2,478 

1 30-21 BUnB«PiU(lS|S>CFfM0Ntintal511S Wlbntn 

2 11 MAI»KHAN»»f33){D)(JotanK*ai]JG&nl5113 J»HUa 
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4 . . M SfiNOPS Kt£ CO) S8att«51fll2- - - 

5 C8RM0tE(LatirU9dWetal»)NHenfcnon51C12 1 M A Ranted 

G 44 JETIIKES(2qaiwJWSBaiarayCcnowCoaedMQjPtomn61D12 

7 5-2 KnGDQM-arSRRDapAlIRollCirtiatoq ATunill51012: P Oratory 

B CP mnVE!UiatBCtoWHaC04UsMllcCDut51O12 SHcCont 

9 03SD- WBWUNSptrfl(Utica*»8an3i8WUV«mcn41012_____ b+jj * 

is oo sraaiGHriuBt(iefraiiy«ikiBcs}Jia«aa>i2 : jim 

11 SUPBBESI«riFJM»s)MBDMwBlDl2 J FTtoay 

12 Qfp. ucaiopapsnpaBEMVEflGtnAMaiEEnaina 7-1012 MRuanti 

13 00 TlHS4LC21(TDonnaJy)l Damage 10 12 - tB) 

M (mRUOTOHyCalMWlAaaciAlDXZ 1 *1 

IS 1416- DMKiMBK(21RIMaMBmMOB«m5107 JfBnBM 

10 50354S SGNMUAUn NBSU8iMetaayJJjHMm5l07 GBraSay 

' Iff rtiilninl 

BHIlHtt 04 Mraatfs IMHb 10MO Bottom* Joe, 3M XktflM Of Stamm, M Around Um 
G ate, 10-1 Jot Bote, 12-lCorteto, 144 Orate Iterate, 104 No fWhfc 20-1 often 
1994: Ffendti Bay 5 10 12 J Ostome 58 {S StawooG 12 on 
• FORM GUIDE 

ttv 0wns s much softer ttwi awws otCheBenham afnn IMNOVS MANIWO won a bunper 


last tone out and hte main rites atao tern b tale bit to prae as ter aa coping wtoi tasting 
ground is concerned: Wo taan-oriteWatfuitytace won tsyTumctfe has wcrKad out wet ■ 
woti ft* of dm test ax. mdudhig Buttercup . Joe, winning nan time. Buttercup Joe (taps 
back to n« mite Mte Ms Haretonlwto tea item* to these corttaonswi mate this 
enou^ of a sxarrena ibbl Ktagdoat Of Stales tooks a blgpr threat Than most after baa- 
ing a>i Oar D wra teriwnfe^n a teg field at Utoaaar on tester run of the season. whBa new- 
comer CmalaUa staid ueonckterad. He Is out ofa mare ttwt tea produced the -aabte’s 
srurt eftaser Rsyrnjfcm and.AnnterOoat and Nlck>tencierean's martors n gxxJ 
Btrope at cneftfirtiam last FddBy. - 
seMtewumiHifiM,. - .*•••. -.V" 

1 1 o£iil berkbjey buf^brokbis sell^ghajcscap m«- 

DLE(CtASS Gj £2^00 added 2m Penalty Value E2/HO 

1 '3155W Ca£M(^tnwwFte<Wea4UPwlll20 DkNpwter 

2 3543P-0 l Uwim 

3 663001 SJWRDSEWOtat (lfl P) W Jente^W Ms 8112 It fl Barton [7} 

4 1-6006 NBanU>nmaODiSe0teMN«o&llO i ^JIAHbSMM 

5 2flfW SaOOmSUOOBEro WaTMcCa4)ni|^JJwMBs71D13 „ DYi*mUai (7) 

6 *VSUA- TOBpgB)PteO^C&4ga31Q12_ ; IRKwwittfi 

7 3fi00P5 »Din«Wiam{ll»|C0»Ms<tell)MDE»JteMl0«B1010 Btafawe) 

S 0410 6SYWMMfS0B|(CO|(MteBlfcaplBtii.Oaifc»Jnnei51DlO VMgMhI 

9 2026-00 GOBS 8ME PQ (DtOSBsmdBSawne 7100; — MStmaa 

10 OOOOO QgtaSHUH OtB (12} W Baltell WBttM 8100 , ■ ■ — AS&tea 

U PPOBAYampflaWsOteWTCtej 61001 : EUVltey 

UWmwi Bwggiat Tiue h«n*ap »i V Bw7amnX»w9atHfc Bay Baft ftg7S. 

BEnMfe M State S^eao-c, 4-lCatfas, i» Baadaaaa Otea, l^Ttalartwi Dyar, 7-1 Cate 
Bata, B-l BrntaaR, XUS*. You Maaya, 14-1MM, 20-1 NamteM. 2Srl akai 

USenocanespondneiace '• 

' FORM SUE 

Eetewd Soyawor and iwnar-ve Oqd Hiypar pU ted wcB dear of fra oiteta. mduans 
HMrtteome Gten, n a tegttekf at leeeatara fortrtG* *9 > »d ha ahoiAd go wri a^fnimr 
he 6 back aitoim. LAw Edwad Sfljmoir. COBB GME mitfa ha« needed f» tea »o tacea 
<rf tte season te ^ han n0X. Attn#) he has von teoe on pnrfffound, the selection 
ran ns best cacos tan season h«Beei on sttft or heavy 8»n6. aa te iheseconditUxw, he 
be aUe to 8» the oener of Cefcfcn and The Tartan Vy*r. who fintehed te ftnnt of 
nan in the Wanwcfc selling «n«eap woo ^ Conwy- Cek*« hern a total o» |u» three hors- 
es when owing* Newton Abbot and Fontaea aarterTWe jwar and 12 stone an thte pound 
m®o find nim oul The Tartan Dyer fc oriy 4t> out of the nandcap hem. compered teh 
UD at Vtowtt and 15B alWethertijr 12 days epx Hateg mosed the last wo seasons, 
he was rrare than enaded to neetiboth ouongs and Itinfpabe iratte » iijioro Mu. See 
You Atenya’ couRMWKkstanco teiwee m )ust a ftewumer race and, awen t the flnt- 
W» barters ha»e the deemed effect. It remains to be seen hew he copes with this sound. 
Bsvdwnft acts mite mul and made the tome In two rwxa here last season. 

S atec tio o : COBB GATE ... 

I -w <A | BET WITH THE TOTE^ NOVkX CHASE (QUALIFIER) (CLASS 

I 1m W I D)£aj»0 added 2m 6f FtmRyVMie £4^346 

1 01135-1 CAtlOAOO'p2>IMBi»*LJns)OtetfiaKan5117 DBddBHter 

2 1334-1 MMOR SOMWT U« (A DWdten JGatalB117— 

3 21534-P BIX CHAPEL (12} fBanyHne) R l**K 8 ll 0 Atemtea 

d imflG-2 nCZyiDefCP^ ffheEBhSRS Fteonglsd) NTww«vOa*97110 Ctteieljn 

5 01 tK5nCIIURH 0^329OessCwdyn ABAsopti A1I7WI9110 QOaae(7} 

6 BCBBIIIM WUgjM WWW W&^JCBECMnw»flfl Bating 6 110 Btteteri 

7 6P0U3U SP*FHi3fM0A«aar»JPrtearg7110 _ 

8 P4F3S- WB(»UWGIHlll«(24flfl«)Cdtei*fl«w»KBliteia«PP»l«^ 

9 -15/64S MirffOfFBMDOeafTWBlGONeiBlDO- SCwawffl 

10O6QO-2D PARSONS BS1£ W»isP«&gfflBnlO Brenan 7109. .. , M ftoaaaa 

- -.'lOdeetond- 

BETTRM: M U#or SeaaoR, W Cal It A BAR Fbay lode, 20-1 F« Owpal, »-l Roatntfi 

Hwh, Myzhc fern, 33-lorhars - . 

IMS Swe W® 7 120 D Badpes 4-5 Ot IteunfMeti 10 «i 
- - FDRH6UDE 

AS in the first ace. ftewd NtetelsoriwJ Jwh GAM awW RtA 

Day anemptingmtoltaw up Ws2Oteng0« deteat o* Bond Jnr«Che*WDw and looMng the 
sort to ensure ow MAJOR SUMMIT has another damandng tace aRer Ms nanwradn ftom 
Befude Not To et Newbury on Hennessy Dw.' Benxto Not To, wee a classy nmfce hurdler, 
so the O0TS ae met fc^or Summit h»pti In die bttw chasing performance to beat Nm 
ri mat Newuwy race. Both hoeses (ta* be auted By the torwar otp and nehher rrtriA, 
Ttesonga^but(teBBAU^.O««nlslngMte^q»^j«thye t rotiileo opt^wah 
Maor Sum* at lete we^ibs. Rdt of*» cAhera is fteajr letfo. ***** escort to Sora* 
Bum was « tee imtawemert on h»wiebedc run owr.Aeneea teat season. He's sa» goc 
a bn to town about hmptng b« h« aamins wB come- Mo play. 

Seteedote MAJOR SUMWT 

pr-wrtl BLUE RIBBON NOVICE HURDLE (GLASS EIOXVB) £2400 
added 2m Penalty Value £2^78 

1 P-3 «8P*^Ml«aa««fltSMteNlfc0a^ DBMptear 

3 322 0QI AfOCLKP^ OtoTMc&shwylf JwtbngS 10 i? — — -.lOtimaa 

3 0W6- BEBBIPgpa <»teSM|WFIP«NTBh a^l5 ^12 : — A lbur** 

4 506630 no«WSlWG6OW5*5JanivCaas»oiOOftBrrai81012 -“bine 

5 02 DREAM HS>£ E2] ®«yNbtlat«&<>rtBDpner OaC«D Mcfictean 5 10 12 JV UeiTiia 

7 5 BEini»NsllMU|aU5DH41SU_ 

l m S^^^^Sara^/^51012 Stete. 

in - a »p«wmmUABStRWJQBhtfSlPl ? — ***** 

a' 58 PRGRIirs WSSBW PR fBR 0 MWnoeaij 8 Mlhg5 10 12^ — 

12 W, L J^j 

13 U- WMWJII075 AW Dtes! U.itomae 5 1012-- “ 

14 00MP- A^SBJPEaW^tolte^JUngaiDT — - — ■ — 

15 W jc»C6O«(MHaa4ciDGea«Ey5107 — — ■ — 

•v j5 dtctovd ■ 

3994: see Didsonl . . 


BANGOR . 

U3ll:3.H«PUONSiKpHanSDg>3I> 
1; 7-1: a Hoceoasmoq lad 1CO- 

1,18 OIL 5-2 to Baflytag. 1%, 2a (M 
Msadnr. OrmsWrt). Tote £14.40; £2^0, 
£3.80, £19.60. Dual Fbracast £35- 6a 
CginMJter Sua^TL Faracasc £6013, Wo: 
£147.70 (pw won, pool ttf£156Jl carried 
tawati o TowcBSter 2.40 may}. Winner 
baud* h ftrl0.5OOS*«B by M Pipe. 

Ijo: s. USMCnVE (C Unefen) 10-1; 
2. 43MMte HM Act S-l: a. PraaWfcw Rte 
7-2. 9 TWO. 5-7 Be HMWftRt Cbstfs (ML 

V*,S.fW Wlteson, Santxiy}. Tote £10.70; 
m nn -g .QO, 1. 1:70. Dud Forecast £45^6. 
Comer Stf&tft Rncaet: £7^41. Tricast 
£301.60- Tike £2650- 



greyhound radng. The turfs ad- 
nunistratos, ledby Ricketts, the 
chief executive of the British 
Horseracing Board, swiftly let 
it be known that they antici- 
pated a direct increase in prize 
money, paid for by higher Levy 
payments which bookies colled 
from punters. 

The bookies, however, ar- 
gued that a cut in deductions 
would stimulate turnover to 
the benefit of all sectors of the 
industry, and their view seems, 
crucially, to have been sup- 
ported by the government. All 
that now remains to be haggti^d 
over is a sum estimated at be- 
tween £5m and £8m, which 
should be available even after 
the cat to a nine per cent de- 
duction has been im p l e mented. 
The arithmetic is complicated 


Betting shop lax’ looks certain to drop 
to nine per cent. Greg Wood reports 


and tite exact figure wQJ depend 
on such factors as bow many 
punters pay their tax up front, 
but racing will surely demand a 
reasonable share. 

RICHARD EDMONDSON 
NAP: CaB ft A Day 
(Ibwcester 3-10) 

NB: Suny Bay 
(Ibwcester SLID) 

Some punters see little rea- 
son why a small cut in betting 
deductions - tax on a £10 bet 
will now be 9 Op instead of £1 - 
should stimulate betting 
turnover significantly. This, 


S EHPW 




FORM CUBE . 

I mura n cama out sward a ha* tengte tetter man MAIIBE BE MUSiqUEwnen ihey fin- 
tehed sewnBi and lOlti m ttoNewbuy race won by Shankar bt* MMtre DeMusJpue. inch 
more taneied Ban twnsRo, rahed Ns ctence wtti a bad blunder at me ihnl lasL Fidvv}- 
ad tie has learned from mat mistake. Mata Oe Muwque should nm well, bewmg in mnJ 
ne won a Mi Rat oca » me mud at Kempmn fbx tene on a racecourse. But re laces a 
number of horses that have shown acuity n NH Rat races on similar testing gouid. bt- 
efcxfttg Umdoon, a duaf tamper miner In ftefsnd having hfe ft* nm «or Mftey Heater- 0 
Us-ite oror and Drean Ride tan nseoerate tfmicins of the NH Ftet raca at Cfmwtow on 
Nowntter 22, Pa OtlrhaAig to setHQ<brtttW behind Dfctumwtienfaraunts m the taster- 
rut race and Beam Rida 4Msh«ng wmesup ® Chaprasa. Both can make their presence 
fait here, but afl the above took the luting espenenca of Arctic Ufa. wrw escapes a penal- 
ty for Ms racant hanefleap success owr mis aw mies as that raca was lor conditional joefc- 
qs. Arctic Ute Is ramer exposed but mst be a poss&Aiy after that deciste wn. 
Selection: MAITRE DE M USQUE 

19101 BHWELEY BURKE GROUP HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS C) 
L£==li £6^00 added 2m UOytfs Penalty VUue £4328 

1 212383- IAKE TFFBTTII PM) HAS A TOSB—m) 10010120 TtattB 

2 13F66-5 Bff«nMEDOSE(43)(C0)(ATAVtera)TCBserl0113 EMspfty 

3 F1312U SUtefOM(S35(q«>«Ofetoi;5JW*S8113 RMnsoeOJ 

.4 220301 ■IFaa(U)n(FteRoieasten«M9ivBSon)JGaMS1013 BPowM 

5 322P11- BO8IONROVER(220}|CD)DBma4OBramn 10 109 Htase 

6 123HT7 DOIKDS (SOI) 01) (T Catiwl] T CskMI 8 10 8 PMCtewM 

7 2F3320 TUi0RBiaEP^n(IEH0cRralNHettteKn7100 MAHBgMU 

8 334322 DR BOCBET (7] (CE4 (BF) (!?■ tatetrarfl R DriBP 10 IP 0 D raMM 

9 15F4P-2 PGMIARK (14) n Ate Ann Wnxhari Me AMtoodnr52 100 Alhomtse 

MAnwD wtl/t: 10a. Ttw hmdktp m«c; ruder Ate Ste 139, Or tocM 9k 6ft Ftensite Br 
13b. 

BEJTMBC U-4tSdBrHMa. MttFcM, 4-1 Botea Borar, $-1 B«Mt Ita Deaa, B-l late Tteam, 
14-1 tense, 30-1 Dofeoa, 20UW0awtea 
1994c (teas Iba Dose 9 12 0 R Dimootfy 11-1 (T Casay) 5 ran 
ORM GUDe 

m FEUX tid not hase much to beat at fttevttk last ttma - two nonces and onB omar 
horse coming back te rn a long layoff- but haooUM do no more than iwn com fo rtably anc 
he 6 at noma oser thte mp on tatttg 0nnL Repawt the Dose is a poasbRty. Hte orty 
wbi last tBmi was over mis two mass when canyng 12 stone on hta second nm of me sea- 
aon and ha Ad not <to badly beMnd G*» Vlbi at Kemplon on tse raappaarance the bine 
nxnd. Ttador Fable, corring beck Item 18 months off, was Nek Henderson's second string 
m the Windsor race won by his srafaiaraata. Dear Do, a fortn®* a#>. Tudor Fable mb less 
than two tenths behind at Windsor and is 13b better off with the old hose 

today. Carrying a lowwei^n and Rra^ to knpRwe for his recent outing, Tudor Fbfcle must 
Da gMfi a ctanea, Mor^ wWi Beaton Rover, wbo won ffrat tna out two seasons ago and 
who represents a yard mat has a good softs mtB on tMs courae. Lake Toeaeea, resthet- 
ed id just one race last year. Ml do w*a to Rw awqy me wa^a in thte etxmd. wMe Do- 
Boos andltewmw mtesed al of last season and Taramoas net And two mias an the 
shan tide, even on tbs trade 
ITslirtfan: MR FEUX 

\o'Xn\ BUIE ROSETTE CLAMNG HURDLE (CLASS F)£2jB00 added 
l^ w l 2m 5f Penalty Value £2432 

1 32-2326 T>EBUCKIRMK|21}(D)m9Mnnpeltecs«ajb)MPte71110L-DbNeMte 

2 53144(1 VWSW(l9)(lteMBVfteMWIbdngCU4lteUlte«W6U10 P mm 

3 23-1013 PB&MN VET (IS) Q< Bate}) K Bate? 5 11 7 AUnrtbw 

4 I0-7P MU. I ffif CM) Wo OC Rate) J tone 9 11 4 BRaatoofi 

5 221UF7 0MS«N)(7B7)mWsK01edenitf JRtfiaati7111 UDwyw 

6 QHS£5 StNBBGMGR0CE(U9MBBJSDc»la)llbijS0qte5111 SCbbm(3) 

7 OOP JUNBUE WGHWH7 (94Q P HhOJ F Han 6 10 13 EHtataedp) 


6 060345 80YMBGM GHOIZ (129 Mb JSD tfte) Mbs JSOqle 5 111 SCbbh(3) 

7 OCX JUHB£ WSWn' (946} (P IfeO] P Haa 6 10 13 EHntawl(3) 

8 2111-06 IMtOUT(})gq(OtamdOBmn91012 ■ Bream 

9 SOUS nPFHCAUNB (7f 87 RGatodblDGsRtob 020 12 A0onflng(7) 

10 632I6P4 BSAUM8SB*l.n (loss AtijpTqto) M M«©w*6109 Ur J Cutely (7) 

11 23213-4 ROSCUCto&V*teitedi0JMfe91O9 MARtgnU 

12- --0 ACaON«TtASrm(ALawentoJLkBon4106 RSSffte 

13 34 FVIH RSUER (40] (Chasati IteB A EntoicDS 8 10 6 JKyso 

14 232044 AlUMaBM£X(ZRMBCawl*tedJAIenai04 Asyl^OM 

15 040600 8MMTOBUWaE(M)UonoFDnDn)lteBSWten610] TB»J 

-lSdadarad- 

BEm&lUterM, 10030 The Btack Masft. 01 ter Ota, 7-1 HoaA M Fsntaa Vtew, 
10-1 Dari Sms*1£1 MB 1 Rfc 20-1 SoranfM COdca, 2S-1 others 
1984: no eoBespeodhg Bee 

FORM GUDE 

VIARDOT, « rare nmner hate tor >4aiy Ite rate, is not n 0Md as. he was two seasons ago 
if hie nanrow win ftom Nonflc Tteftoy at Hmdock Is anyttlngto 0) by. but teat succes also 
shows tear Vterdot b su a three to be rattened wth « this 4avef. The same s orodabty 
true of NoRfc VaSe/s sta bte ma a. The Bteck Mote, even ttiougi he Is on a ksng nm 
straichbig back to May 1993. He dope into ctorreng company tor the first tone this ssa- 
wn. Pantan View was 20 tenths behmd Vtantat at HRidock and 8 4to worse off , but he 
might not h»e gran h& m» naming mere and hb srardna could come nto play hare. We 
may not hera seen the beat of Far omthla s eason, because ha raoad whhora tfw necea- 
satyvter on hte raapoearance at Mams Rasen and wasd hove haw farad two miles runt 
Patefbsm too short on his latest outing. Prodded he is happy on this surface. Far Out could 
be reedy to Vtanta and Itw Back Manx something to think stout. RosgN tees the 
mud and eodd be more at home back orar hunfies after a tt*t ocr fences. 

SatecMoir VIARDgr 

loifll CHRIS THORNTON SBVER rax HANDICAP CHASE (CLASS 
I o £6£00 added 3m If Penalty Value £5^23 

1 U13U50 D0NMHJLTOEb»€p3QSteRacrgCU)iCESrDr91112 KMama 

2 356RM DOECBRRF(12}(Q9(Eml8RWl)AtaJltenanl0119 WHarstw 

3 4VU1F- SUNY BAT (3(B) (CD) (UDbnhBkxxtoadd CBrara6119 GBmtey 

4 3BU4> FAST THOUGHTS (22) ^ (WH Dan) D &.lfcdo 8 11 6 HD^ST 

5 1Q4 UP- COfVRKFf(3OQ(MBEWWteom0Nchaton8U3 RMwm(3) 

6 F8UT64 »U»llCqM(qCMLStatoRCUnb9U2 MAFteRnM 

7 150560 MU£SMK(RaUtoratiHUmnm910a MrACtototon 

8 1PBHH* SMORJ09BH(ia)»taeCMcftMrtTCacte8100 TJeato 

9 PFUF-3P BUCKSHOT (12) (D) IBM Moon) JGAn 7 100 PMdt 

Mnitun eafgic 10ft. True tandesp Mfgtoc Stnon Joseph 9n 96, Bucktvt tet 7b. 
■nMteMtete^ maoammraor, 4-1 DoMWinatHte, Dl Do Be Brito, tel Mlbetete 
104 MRwflb, 20-1 Beckafeot. 2&1 odras 
IBM: Ton 10 10 9 W Mason 138 (PT ONUn) 7 on 

FORM GUIDE 

DootTM The MflfefUB ns first rui tor Cftabe EgBrtonandtheEKaRacIngCXbaltBrba- 
Ing boug* ou at Di Hame's yard tar ISAOOgrts. Item Tea The Wife must hera been we* 
handicapped when wtvring first tfma out test season a uonceter but at least ha can nm 
wefl trash and two cf Ns chief rivals. SUNT BAY and Career Boy. also brie up without a re- 
errt outing. M three have somathing else m common, in mat thak Jumping left a be n be 
detfed last season. S«y Bay had looked a decent nowce before taiBng In me valuable As- 
cot race won by Sweet Dito te February and if he is to tmmee back it could eel be on ths 
coune where he won Mce in 1904/96. Comer Bey won flrat time out es a nctoce hunSer 
andranftetoakuWBshoit-toedoverfBncesonl*debuiatH!tydocklaBi9ea8on.Provid- 
ad he can avoti the errors ho made in some of he chases afterwaros. Comer Boy sfwAd 
be thereabout!, lira Suny Bay, Fast Thoughts won orar cause and distance as a ntoee. 
m Ms care a^mst an esperiwiced aayeig handtapper, vaiada «. 

Selection SUNT BAY 

Tq 4A| BCASIANDARD OPEN NATIONAL HUNT FLAT RACE (CLASS 
^1 H) £lfS00 added 2m Penalty VUue £1,445 

1 1 FORE8riWRytW)nheOd r aB8 Wrr PBitnatl8riDMtlicl5B)4Ull— Rlteraay(5) 

2 «I»»a*iyl»«Dn>TftiaBr4U4 ATtenteW 

3 aoSSSBM«te5j»toO)Dlfc*cbfln5U4 W Motion 

4 40 HWaWSMMEp3)RBffRPisle)KMoisn4U4 ASSmtt 

5 4 OSARrca)MwRCB6bottllftpe6U4 DMifeMttr 

6 IflOA'S PflWCE Uamei VWhwmfi 0 Bremar 6 11 4 S0 DhbM{7) 

7 MUStCM. WTfMrsE MHOtittnJ PPlta«d4U4 Rltote 

8 0 ratffiiSfWI [PTiarD R ffSliter 4114— — Dtrsteren 

9 BtARFROMHJlBI7(tesEAIbiff*IOSft*tog4114 BCBtad 

10 nrncfMUSRE(IWfefianfteAltearigB)/UBan4114 -JSfto 

11 MRALHMBfHFGBttefM WdgMk5U4 l*r J Qtiaty (7) 

12 ’ SOWHEBteOMSSFArCHCMsPIMorM') J'**®*^!* ABstes® 

13 5 WRPEIOO(lS)m(fanPtS*rllc0N'lw«i»vlto*s4114 * tel^te (7) 

14 4/ TB9«£(B83){UBEfWHajNHawaMn6114 __J4ARSs«toJ 

15 00 BUCraVSTBUE U Cfcae) KMwpn 5 10 13 Mtoya 

16 5 GAHMl'S JOT (22) (T Gangs) T Geaff G 10 13 TJeato 

17 8 BSaWJWR*(14mTl»SeeteMAtom41013 Bteatey 

18 XgN. DECISION CDaflC Off) N tfl npaW 6 10 13 — MrLBtim(7) 

BETBM: 7-4 Drat hm, 84^ Brert Bask, 7-1^ Fatatos tostfa, W. Oyort. lfr: 1^ raarattw.^ Item- 
Ids, 13-1 Phte A001 Fb*h 144 IWs Wnce, ArttoO. 20-1 Craft Jay. 3S4 «*■* 

IBS* no cDnesponfing race 

FORM GUDE 

This conn is much OWerent tom Wcrcastar. where FOfCST IVORY won 17 days ags, but 
tnacoredeMiyfraniZOtxtiflisinsknlarsoltetxniandnMilsurefyiBlesomeihinguse- 
W to atop hm foBowfhg upilhe mhos that haw raced Include Oramt. who can jrnprow 
(Or his nn btoted Dtetum at Chepstow, Falcon's brags, a beaten toraunte « Wemert* 
who a«w on soft potto, end Tirifotua, vmo s an ed oads-on et Wenud> in s reteoraiy 
snail fieftl. Foal hoy-8 sntteraeto. Booths Parte, caid easily turn out tost tf itonew- 

corners, fltmoi^i Urate's Prince is atop tan a ybti that ean w4n ths sort t* race teh an 

tnerpertenced hone. 

Selection: FOREST IVORY 


j crate P) 
-A Botes (S) 
M0te(7) 
AR&antol 




uo: L PHARANHAR (W MBIticnl 1&8 
(»; 2. Dtsstegtca Dane 13-2; 3. Happy 
Hone 50-1- 8 00.3%, 4. g) NWsfcon, Tem- 
ple (tobnd. Tote £330; LUX. £2-10, 
£2JQ- DF: £17A0. CSR £13^7. Tnceac 
£40932. 

2.00: 1_ EVEN BLUE (D McCafri) 25-1; 2. 
FMM Bay 3M: 3L UtoHaM 8-L 9 rati. 
2-0 £sv Hsbndaan (feffl. 8. V*. (Ura C gteek, 
Oswestry). Tote £29.90: £320. £280, 
£1.40. Of: £52^0. CSP: £34133. Trio; 
£156.20. Non Runner LohstDr Cottags. 

2J« 1- CHBffS OS (Gty late) 7-1; 
& StHdMft EBta 9-4 tav; 3. Old Monay 
50-1 U HO. nk. N*-hcL U M BaOcfl. T«*e: 
£6.60; £2.00. fX60. £12^20. DF: £5^0- 
CSF: £2092. THC8SC £6494 Sl Tnoc £U&80- 


however. is (o misundeniand 
the difference between betting 
and turnover. Average punters 
can expect a return of around 
SO percent on their overall bet- 
ting, but since winnings are 
usually recycled, it will require 
several bets in order to actual- 
ly lose - or in the bookies' telling 
phrase, “bel to extinction" - any 
given sura. 

Thus the betting to extinction 
of £10 may generate, say, £45 of 
actual turnover, but a reduction 
in the betting tax. giving the 
punter a little extra to play with, 
might then be expected to gen- 
erate perhaps £47 worth of 
turnover. Since fhe Levy is 

SOUTHWELL 


HYPERION 

IjDO General Crack L30 Chadwick’s Ginger 
2D0 Eastern Pleasure 2^0 GROUP HAT (nap) 
34K) Crafty Chaplain £30 Mr Mortarty 

GOING: Good (Good to Firm m pbc*sV 

■ lift-hand sharp, oral course. 

■ Racecourse ts 3 mile. Mnoh-czzi of um and 5 mflre west ot 
Newark u BoBeson. Rolletian Juncuon ranwaj- stetion avoirs 
the course. ADMISSION: Chib 5 1 J: Taoeraalls 16 (OAP mcm- 
best oTcotise'e Diamond 'ThibS 4, accompanied under- 1 fie free l 
CAR PARK: FYec. 


WINNERS IN LAST SEVEN DATS; Viceroy Ruler ( 2.00 1 won at 
Fhkenham cm Thursday: Mr Mortorty tSUti 3.30 1 wnn at Don- 
otAer on Friday. 

LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Hcrbldadons ( ] 00r & Feme 
Ban tu.00) have been sem 100 miles by M J Rotxats bom Bo- 
dk Street Green, Eaot Susmc Four WeO (3.00) sent 189 miles 
by Sunoo Earle bo m Sturminsur Newton, Dunrt: WeUdagTall 
fl .00) & Steeply 1.3.30 1 sou 187 mites by T P McGovern from 
Lewes, E Sussex. Geneva) Crack 1 1 .00) & Larry's Lord (3.UU) 
sent 179 mfles by P NichoUs from Ditrfieat, Somerset. 

|i nnl EBF SOUTHWELL NOVICE HURDLE 
|- L,W I (QUALFER) (CLASS E) £3000 added 2n 

4f UOytfs 

1 6U>-106 GBSML CRACK (17) (W P Mdiofc 6 13 10 — APUeOoy 

2 032321 WWJdlG TALL (31) (0) IMcGotem 4 ll l0._PMcLoo^fin 

3 004 BASSSffMUypRMnPSySUO Rktotey 

4 000 DESSfTBRMIERO) MsSSmeiS 110 ItetadGooat 

5 3-34 RaanTMaED(Z2)CteDcto5iio onmiRiir 

6 002 MANUUANE{20) UtCBtokS 110 DMcCtot 

7 246CV2 0U»U WOOD (22) SIMr 5 110 lUton 

8 O0PP tWUraDIIBPR MRobBB5 109 O Parks (3) 

9 46440 PASJA |8) S Goln& 4 10 9 DBetoley 

-9dectoed- 

BBIMte 9-4 Waking 7ML U-4 Foxtrot Rowee, 02 Geocrti Crack. 
SA area Mind. »m>wrii)i^i. 101 IhteiutoteM-lDeMitBrate 
25-1 Other* 

| l oo| WELLAND NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 
£4,000 added 2m 

1 TO- CO0UNNVCB3)DMcCmi 6110 DHcCan 

2 2PJ2FB3- EARUT OTOCR (3B2) 0 Sneraood 7 11 0 — I A McCarthy 

3 UP0843 FraCE(I)JJwtos7U0 IMRon 

4 FP GHEYBURT StAR R8) h Baity 7110 TJWephyP) 

5 OF LOW VS4IURE(24] btosenar 8 110 LDonfirD 

6 42-6523 MUST BE MAOCAL (10) P Btotey 7 11 0 BHw*g(3) 

7 140132 QMnmrS8MGER(38)WTrmg7109— J>Pariwr(3) 

-Tdadnd- 

BETm& 92 Mate Be Matfcti, 114 Early Motor. 01 Ctadtockt Gto- 
ger, 01 fine, 12-1 (pea Mm, 101 (toyeray tar. 201 Coatary 


LINGFIELD 

4 - . . *.'-3 

HYPERION 

12^0 Sharp Imp 12£0 Broughtons Formu- 
la U20 Lord Sky (nb) 1.50 Supreme Power 
220 Lavender Bloom 250 Dancing Lawyer 
220 Pacific Girl 

GOING: Standard. 

ST AI4J3: 6f, len - onuide; remainder - inside. 

DRAW ADVANTAGE: Low in sprint*. 

■ Eqattradc surface; left-hand, sharp course. 

■ Racecourse Is aowh-caal of town on B2t KiB Edenbndge road. 
UngOdd railway statkm (sored ty London Vtaoria) at0oins oouree. 
ADMISSION: MfsnlKis i 12, TtoteraaSs S»; Stiver Ring 14 . CAR 
PARK: dob 13; remainder free. 


BUNRKBBD FPOTTTMKe Oartetnrlr (wear'll 1 2HOl: 330Itoac- 
1 lag Soot & Dteeentor (visor) (3^tn. 

WINNERS IN THE LAST SEVEN DATS: None. 
LONG-DISTANCE RUNNERS: Metre 12.20) has been sent 270 
mile* by MJohreun from Mrddkdiam. N Yorica: Ultra Beet (1 .20). 
Ultra Barter (1. 50 )& Talented Ting (12.60) sent 270 miles by 
p Haslam &wn MJddteham, N Varies; Zlgsy'a Dancer 1 1 .201 * 
Gnlf Mrantfl (2.50) sent 20I mites by E Afston from Longton. 
lane*; Kalar (12M) ft Shadow Jury ( ] us) i sent 246 mites by D 
Chapman (rom SUBington, N Ytvks; Lord Sky (13» r sera 210 
mites by A Bafley from Utile Budwonh, Chetiure. 

1 O on I BROMLEY HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV 
^ £ 3 ^ added 7f (AW) 

1 W2500 lACKADtCk (B) (C) M Ourren 3 9 13 IDrete(7)14 

2 0Q2Q36 Htttol STORM gR) g) g) (P) D Dae 7 913 

3 0246«6 MB SHADff (14) (CD) (BF) K tay59lTZc Sesffy (7) 4 

4 100900 1MD WELCOME (23) (CD) tea NM0cautofB99 

Ararato Sredm (7)1 

5 OOCCOO CABCHAHCE BLUE fU) (C) T J Nai^wn 3 9 8 

L T Ashley (7) 8 

6 412522 StUM>aS>(B)(D}(V)f?MFtaw594 DMSp2 

7 640020 KBlABEOn.n AUmre393 S Sanders 7 

8 550020 AGOBtM CBrttan391 HBMR9 

9 464002 natr ftotsrffS U2) S Campon 3 8 11 .S D UMtems 13 

10 00003 CHMKJSDONT SURF (17) R Guest 38 11 ITatoS 

11 422006 THE HESTR4L H M Ryan 3 8 9 Q Bartaefi 12 

12 003340 RAONGTHBBtAPH (47) JWFaf« 5 8 7 — M Tabbed IS 

13 530004 MU45HA (ID R Htad 3 8 6 WNeenaslO 

14 430000 SK0Uvetp9)B Peace 68b JdtiVeanlfi 

15 600000 AS7ROJOT(Z7)S 36 1 AMefitoiea 

IS OOOOO KNOT WESTON (to PHo>ing3 7 12 1 0*4*1 11 

- ISdedared- 

BEJTWtt 61 Sinap tap, 7-lMwi Storm. Ctar8e-DonT Sort, 01 Jabot- 
acfc. Oar Sratee, Mretin, 101 Aper, 101 ttbera 

l io enl MENDIP APPRENTICES HANDICAP 
1 (CLASS G) £3,250 added 1m 5f (AW) 

1 50311 SWBTRDieoUMfMAtoVmtoMeffientBre510O — 

CSete6 

2 00CG- QIBET AMUSSOfT |496) T Oemeri 4 9 7 — GMmrS 

3 320406 tiUBlIED IMS (36) P H^an 6 9 4 __Cn( Darina (9 11 

4 030041 WRDFRE (9NQ (U) R Altousst 4 9 1 TAsUeyP)B 

5 400532 JUSMMNA440U(1S) JEM0£r3 812 _ALakBmMf5}14 

6 146004 BROUGHTONS FORMULA (19) (CD) WMusaor 5 B 11 

. IWBUbsm 3 

7 6-00000 m£FHUS(Z}(qBUMto>683 D S weeny 0)8 

S 063300 FBnMH(UBA)mRHDBd382 AtaeeCwk2 

9 011035 aUMraR0U(XBfCD)BLMim4 711 TReM(7)7 

10 50003 TAP ON TOOTSIE C17) I CamyCrf 3 7 9 BIUea<5)l 

11 140300 HRES8.(U5A)(20){DJhBtf«6 7 7 fa n M a te 4 

12 006-405 kHWOTA (USA) (13) (CO) A Moore 6 7 7 A Eddery 12 

13 000000 AIM Ml 09(C) Rlktetoeea57 7 F Lynch 10 

14 004 CUm.AfME 03) C Vtomsn 3 7 7 In Ito era ei P) 13 

-Mdedand- 

hMrwn itofto 7a 7»- True nartocrei ne^ts: Arm «r 7a J* Owl An- 
nk os 130. 

BETIMB; 11-4 WMre. 01 IW a iHIto rain , Brnn^maa Ruanda 01 toti- 

Mui Mm. 01 GMa Foram. 101 ftp On Tootete, 12-1 athen 

Ire oa I COMMERCIAL COUNG BLCTORS HANE>- 

- L *^ u l ICAP (CLASS D) £5^50 added 5f (AW) 

1 600105 B«S«rMA0B(39(CqWliihi(61ClO I Tata 3 

2 125503 QEHT (19) (C) A Mwe 3 9 12 ACWtti 

3 210630 HWWWS USWI (B4) (D) C Mifte 3 9 10 — MTaHWl9 

4 006056 aGOrSMNGEB(US4}D4)D)LAISlBn4910 

S 0 Mtend 1 

5 231600 lIJJ«Bffir[28HC0)PHMsn39i0 — -VIM%I 


payable on turnover rather than 
a punter’s actual “spend”, any 
cut in deductions should provide 

a little extra money for racing. 

The bookmakers may have 
won the battle of the one per 
cent, but another issue has ap- 
parently been resolved less suc- 
cessfully for the layers. The 
1996 fixture list, criticised by 
bookies for being “punter-un- 
friendly". seems unlikely to be 
subject to am' major changes. 

Off-course bookies do not 
much care for evening or Sun- 
day meetings, which attract few 
backers into shops. Tracks, by 
contrast, cannot get enough of 
these fbetures which, particularly 
in high summer, all but guar- 
antee huge attendances. The in- 
creasing practice of tracks 
seeking to move fixtures from 



Ricketts: defends fixtures 

afternoons to evenings or Sun- 
days has prompted complain ts 
from bookies that turnover was 
being hit. The layers seems to 
be supported in this view by the 
Levy Board, which supervises 
the collection and distribution 
of the Levy, but Ricketts is ex- 
pected to tel) a racing industry 
forum today that except for a 
little tinkering with the carly- 
season evening programme, the 
1996 fixture list will go ahead as 
planned. 


l o nn l CHRISTOPHER DARIUS-GARTERCONDI- 
Z - UU I TIONAL JOCKEYS HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3J)00 added 2m 4f UOyds 

1 4403-31 WEtOT ROOT miWJ.te*re> 112 1 17eu DWateh 

2 2122/35 BLAZON OF TROT (26) (C) T Thoms*) tone! 6 11 10 

STwmsy 

3 /L003-5 BBAPONII (22) (D) J Was S 11 10 D Bohn (5) 

4 462000 XKAA0 (5) J Norton 5 U 6 ECato&aalS) 

5 13PCG4 ALAStUN HOT (82) (0) A Streeter 4 10 12 P Carey (3) 

6 466000 EASIEHN PLEASURE (199) (D) KBurfe 8 10 il—ALamack 

7 334402 JUBUXR0YMLEC35) hDti&aiB 4 105 Dlteiy 

3 P3-2P35 QUEENS CONDUCTOR (24) 5 Meta 5 lb 0 Chris Webb 

9 094004 FERENS HALL 158) UftottrtsB 100 J) Paris* 

-9dadarad- 

btewnurc iiegntr Ida. fme /untfcap Ferens rts* 9a USs. 

BETTW& T-4 Vlcaray Rteat, 01 Btasa of Troy. 9-2 Betefoete. 01 Ja- 
Hae Roytis, 7-1 Ateskan Heir. 01 Jteaad, 101 ottan 

[o on I POACHERS INN NOVICE HANDICAP 
CHASE (CLASS f) £4,000 3m 110yds 

1 P250S9 UfME G0U> (16) (BR 0 Sherencd 6 11 10 — I A McCarthy 

2 124260 886mVEMN0(14)JtoWis71110..- _.J RaUton 

3 F22202 SmitfBAfTAB (9) MVWwsor 6 11 2 PC»>tey|7) 

4 24CP2- THBAAM (368) J WM 7 ill DBentiey 

5 13T2F1 PBtUVIAN GME (24) Ua S Smm 6 10 13 — JBckart teiest 

6 6034031 eROUPHHPSjTFttsty 71013..— S Wynne 

7 OIF312 JASONS BOT (10} (BF) J M Bwtey 5 10 9 A P McCoy 

8 0P329> LAHMIAM9DUI (7) DDonn 7 105 RFtonot 

9 (HFO0F DESPBtATE DAYS (24) f Krtiyo 100 OPtaS 

10 OQ2-64P USALEBt WRBI (9) J Norton 6 IDO WFry 

-lOitadarad- 

ttearun fafft 10s. Dw nancSap ra^c: Detente Days 39 lift meen 
Men 99 9b. 

6E7TK& 7-2 State* AfWr, i-t Moon's Bey, 02 PWmtoi Gale. 01 QtMp 
Kti. TMbaato 7-1 Um QoW, 12-1 ethers \ 

16 nnl quaivis packaging handicap chase I 

l°- w l (CLASS E) £4^30 added 2m 4f UOytfs 

1 113-F13 tARRYS LORD (21) (D) P Nchok 6 11 13 A P McCoy 

2 1854-11 EAS8YJ0KERUS) (CO) Sfleremel 7 11 11 

Mr C Banner (3) 

3 U2335-U YOUR WQLI43) (D) Smon Earte 9 11 ll CMuie 

4 30-2722 CRAFTY CHAPIAM (15) (CD) D McCtoi 9 11 3 — D Mcute 

5 5UU04O SUmSM{U)(D)MrtSar«i7104 JBdivd Guest 

6 0W46P- BAVARD BAY (289) 6 Berrec 11 10 0 RFammt 

-Bdadaed- 

SEmNC: 11-8 Erafay Joker. 2-1 Lviy's lord, 01 Crafty OieplaiD, 
12-1 Yoor Weft Soppoto. 301 Boeorf Bay 

l oon l BROWNEJACOBSON HANDICAP HURDLE 
(CLASS D) £3^00 added 2m 

1 421610 Snm (215) T McGomri 6 11 10 _ _AP McCoy 

2 63210 NEWS 5Q BLUE {12) (Dj PBradey4 11 5 — BHanteK(3) 

3 324500 IRBTAirSCOMErOSl) (CO) JLHam&8 10 10 

P MHmg hfc. 

4 34F4-11 »BtMC«AHTYl6)Cm5R&XTi«-:i04 .SlaeQ' 

5 24P0& DUBUNKJamnYCL06S)UB«6y51DCi _..J Lrafiy i3] 

-5dacfarad- 

MMruti nerffiC IQsL True nScjp mage Outm irwtmn. f*-.- *t 

BETTWte 7-4 Sbaply. 5-2 Narar So Bkae. Mr Honarty, 01 Trie>-'\ -L 

12-1 Oraffn Mramtty 


6 053012 MWSHA (USA) (251 (CD) ;*3 VarOsrT^er. E-?’’ : 1 5 .. 

11 ScrvranJa 4 

7 004004 LORD SKY (28) OT A Sae, 4 9 5 S»rf-^rtfl6 

8 015242 KEVS60IFSnR(28) (Dl T J NaijJKon 2 9 3 SSanrter* 7 

9 006630 SHADOW JIBIY (20) (D) D Oiapmsn 592 iWm5 

ID CS2023 KALAR (8) (CD) DCapman68I3 — ACU«iane8 

• lOdateted- 

BETIWG: 7-2 HawrGoKSbr,01HtarentMa0c. 01Tggy* Dancer. 
Lard Sky. 01 Cbrarit. 7-1 Hater, 12-1 raben 


] KENSMGION CLAMING S1AKES (CLASS 
j F) £3£50 added 2YD 7f (AW) 

I PLBN GftZ (FR) (13) Ancre Harrans (Brt) 9 ii JQutmS 

L UURA BARLEY (61) P Hasbm S 13 H Baku (5) 7 

> SUPRBAEPOWBK30) WMivS 11 SDWHM4 

i RB) AC1ASLE (24) G Lavs 8 8. SWhMctttt 

) HXMG FREDEIBCX (24) h Bute 8 B JFE0nB 

) PEJSSEX (HO) M Qwmon 8 6 A Eddery (7)1 

> FaGHTEOUSeafT (20) « UcAIfleE 6 £ Sanders 5 

) G8EMLHDBIY(38) AMon?S4 AQark2 

. JEMSRyERIHORN (8] J DiMN 8 2 GBatoMlll 

) MUUI FRANOBSE (91) |D) BOifibyBl J Tate 10 

! ROWIANMOK WARM (81 &L Mocre 80 — NAtoneS 
! IRK4PIWS (13) T I tetpimn 8 0 JJWritfd(3)6 

I Plate Bar. 01 Baa l idae ua Ctera, 01 Uftra Beriay, Had 
Ttirawaa. 101 Sqnae Power, 12-1 others 


1 501620 

2 114301 

3 440056 

4 502226 

5 00 

8 300 

7 60605 

8 0 

9 060606 

10 003300 

11 300062 

12 155002 


BED MU: 7-2 
Aodrie, 7-11 


o on I WESTMWSTER MAIDEN STAKES (CLASS 
D) £5D0O added 2 YO Sf (AW) 

1 04 BESA0SnED(23)AMoore9O ALi*nTar(7}3 

2 003 CAIBMffnBf BA7I49) GLMcoreOO JWBarasZ 

3 0 DARBY RYERmW Mur 90 SDWfaaaJ 

i 0 BSH RVfiMAN (41) Pltefiiyri 90 AMcGtoraB 

5 CONMONDMCCMreray89 JAlrafauttfi 

6 CRffltMG 5ff Mart Presiri 8 3 CNtiterB 

7 0 IA FERRJBC (14) toil Hantoon 8 9 0Sanriml 

8 40 LAVENDER 8LOOM (37) Mcftaei Cttwgsm >M) 6 9 

J Qatoi 5 

9 WITEE U Jcmsain 8 9 TMBansA 

• Bdactemd- 

BETTPtt: 01 Caraterttaa Bey, 741 Matea, 01 Ba Sadafted. 9-2 Laren- 
dsr Boora, 01 fa Panucbe. 01 CraeMoft 101a(han 


1 046400 

2 406002 

3 643241 

4 100005 

5 104000 

6 044000 

7 001-011 


BETIM6: 2-1 
01 Sente Era 

Renee, tt-l 


BEXLEY HANDICAP (CLASS D) £5,250 
added lm (AW) 

RXUOIRS RWCRA (62) f* J fcace 5 10 0 - 6 Banfcml 1 
SOUTH EASTBtN FRH) (36) (0 fl» H Courtage 4 10 0..._ 

J Qoioa 2 

BMOG UMBitlSt tan BUeeha>i9 11 .-JFSgpt 9 

REXY 8DUEDI1S) (CD) GBraray398 MMU17 

BSSURO SEVEN (28) (C( (D)C Bnnan 3 9 6 

P McCabe (3)4 

GUFSHfiAn (51) (CD) E-UBon 398 0WMtirarfb6 

HMPOONU)UE(2Q m AtoVareatae^ieniBen 59 7 — 

M S ara tig 5 

DUKEVM£NnND(23)(C0)(BF}RHranraeaC3813 

JIW&8B18 

EASY CHOICE (USA) PH (CO) P UreJKfl 3 8 9 — ACtok3 
-9 declared - 

Easy Ok**. 7-2 Trejows Brian. 01 Drafting Lawyer, 
tan Ftod, Ha rpoon Louie, 01 Dtere Vrim ri te o. 101 Rteky 


ortri STOMLEY HANDICAP (CLASS F) (DIV It) 
£3450 added 7f (AW) 

1 005366 0HNCDI8 SlOtR (23) P Gueri 3 9 11 SWUharttiB 

2 400606 SVKIF{15)M MCamadi 398 .JIFateuiT 

3 810050 SALLY WELD (15) W (0) C J Banned 3 9 8 . JWMtMraai S 

4 300046 BYnCBW{15){V)CCBwy39 3 JMraU 

5 006040 ASSRMgMT(14)iq(0mrag992 DWiltid(3l2 

5 402000 SHAYNE5 DOMAM (S2) (ORM Ftaier 4 9 0 D ESffis 3 

7 00005 DSSEHIDR (20) J Gbnr 2 90 SDWbnll 

8 306550 TOMALM Rkgrem 390 ™_S Saralere 12 

9 620052 SCSSQRRDCE(15)(D) JBm(Eer3813 JOafmft 

10 404001 MtJBteA (14) (C) J OTtee^ija 5 B IT J>MeCota(3)l 

11 OWBS riOOtV©tS7BMT HALL (3® 0 Afcray SrtSi 3 8 11 

.W Nnmee 14 

12 4Q060S P AOTC GHL (15) 8 Pate% 3 8 7 Adark< 

13 505000 PfliACEBTC GO10 {37U (S) R Hoc?* 6 6 & -A MefiJaw & 

14 00005 SSnOUS FACT (1^ Sc fctert FYkccc 3 8 3 £ Natter IB 

15 006000 ITSSOEASy(13D(D)AJeraes480 Ji Adams 10 

-lSdedraed- 

BEJTWG: 01 Sdranr Ridge, 7-1 5a*y WeW, 01 Padfie CM, Dteaaftor, 
101 Assttreeoi. Mjfaka, Toerai, U-letbM 


XOK 1. NAZZARO (A TTxxmt) 01; 2. 
Sraticy Boy 14 -1; 3. Rraante 01. 12 rae. 
01 (w FVtoa S*y (pufled w). 8, S. (W Turn- 
er, Sherborne). Tote £1030; £130. £2.10, 
OjOO. Dial Forecast £ 5330 CSF: £77.76. 
TmeC £341,97. Trio: £114 30. 

330: 1. PlUaNGTON (S CUran) 20- K 2. 
Ike Stitaw 0L 3. My Cheeky Man 7-1. 
17 eml 52 tav GoWan Dun. 2lfe. 9. IMra 
H Panou. MftcneWean). Tote £21.20; 
£5J0, £2.50, £280. DF: £91- Sa CSF: 
£100^5. To* £270.60. 
taoepoe £912.701 QnBta)t:£9JanBCB 
6: £785.06. Ffaoe 5: £169.79. 

EXETER 

324S: 1. F1£UR DE TAL TT Utoiyl 7-2; 


2. Uttte HeoRgtoi 16-1: 3. Nonae valley 
8-11 tto. 10 ML lYii hd. (W G M Turner. 
Sheitaame). T«c £6.30; 1123. £L90. 
£100. Duel Fararasc £35.60. CSF: £50.40. 
Tito: £10.60. Nan Rtmer Durtiy. 

115; L NEMURO (P Hoftoy) 7-L 2. Tiy- 
biff Afato 13-8 lav; 3. (teawid Mrt 7-1 13 
ran. 5. 9. ID Etouanh. wrtcombe). Tate 
£a60; £2 JO, £160, £310. Dual Forecast 
£9.60 CSF: £17.45. Trio: £25.50. 

1-45: 1 CROSA’S DELIGHT (D Wdeaa- 
lari 02 JI Ik 2. Mr PUyftto 01; 3. W- 
toed Sapfda 101 13 ran. 9-2 Jt (w 
Unpuspcious (4th). 14, 5. fM Plpa. We*«- 
ton). Tote £7.10; £240. £2.70, £260. Duel 
Forecast £4130. CSF: £43.77. Tricast 
£33637. Trio: £94.80. 


2.15: 1 BtSHOPS ISLAM) (GFRflT) 20- 
1; 2. StraucU Rtai il-2 3. Romany Creek 
4-6 tav. 6 ran. 5, 12. (Mss H Kngn. Wav 
09). Tote £15.60; £430, £180. Dual Fore- 
cast £33.70. CSF: £103.78. 

2A& 1 PERHAPS (G F RvBfl) W tw. 2 
General Tonic 12-1; 3. Royal A£ Nag 9-1 
4. PraMe teare 14-L 18 ran. 5. hd.(M«& 
H nrtgit, Tote £3.40; £110. 

£300, £170. £2.60. Dial Faeeast £38.10 
CST. £3057. Ticast £20753. Thk £200.40 
Non Riainer Lues Bramgan. 

315: 1 BOOKCASE (A Precren 9-4 
taoetre: 2. Keep Me to IH 10-1; 3. tocky 
Btoe 7-L 10 ran. ridd. 11 (DBawnh, WIW- 
eornbej. Tote £330; £2 JO. £320, £2.10. 
OF: £22^0. CSF: £2424. Tncast £129.84. 


iockpot not won (poof of £19^89.44 car- 
ried forward to Twcester today). 

Ptoo^ot £114.50. Qnadpot £139.60 
(part won, pool of £56.01 to Towcester To- 
day). Place 6; £135.48. Place R £111.96. 

■ Henrieua Knight saddled a 
birthday double at Exeter yes- 
terday, with Perhaps in the 
Henrietta Knight Novices’ 
Handicap Hurdle and Bishops 
Island, owned by her brother- 
in-law Lord Vestcy, in the Ed- 
irabourg Handicap Chase, 
named after her useful chaser. 


Faldo is 
fired up 
by fresh 
approach 


Nick Faldo yesterday spoke of 
his intention to become a world 
power in golf again after the 
break-up of his second 
marriage. 

Faldo, in Jamaica with his 
new 2 U-y ear-old girlfriend, 
Brenna Cepelak. for the John- 
nie Walker world championship 
starting today, said: “It would 
be nice to gel back to chal- 
lenging for the majors again. 
Augusta is the next goal." 

He added: “I'm not going to 
talk about what's been going on 
[in his private life], but” it’s 
been difficult and the attention 
has been ridiculous. I'm not in 
control of thaL I just live my life 
and continue. 

"You must keep learning in 
golf - and in anything you do in 
life. Just because it goes wrong, 
it does not mean you've failed. 
You have lo put it in the mem- 
on* bank and then correct iL We 
ali have to learn from our 
experiences." 

Greg Norman and Nick 
Price, the top two in the world 
rankings, are both missing from 
the championship and only one 
of Lhis season's four major win- 
ners. the Open champion John 
Daly, is taking part. 

Colin Montgomerie and Sam 
Tonanee. Europe's leading two 
this year, are Britain’s other two 
representatives, while the de- 
fending champion is South 
African Ernie Els. 

Faldo, meanwhile, armed 
with new clubs he has helped to 
design, has already committed 
himself lo the United States cir- 
cuit next year. His first ap- 
pearance in Britain is again not 
likely to he until the Volvo 
PGA championship al Went- 
worth at the end of May, and 
even that is not confirmed. 


Boost for 
Olympia 

Equestrianism 


Competitors for the Olympia 
show jumping championships, 
which begin Lheir five-day run 
this afternoon, include the top 
14 in the world jumping rankings, 
writes Genevieve Morphy. 
Among them are four reigning 
champions: the Olympic gold 
medallisL Ludger Beerbaum of 
Germany, the world title hold- 
er. Franke Sloothaak, also of 
Germany, Ireland's European 
champion. Peter Charles, and the 
British holder of the Volvo 
World Cup, Nick Skelton. 

The assembled riders repre- 
sent the strongest field 
to contest these annual cham- 
pionships. which were first 
launched in 1972. It should 
give a welcome fillip to British 
show jumping, which so often 
loses the top riders, including 
Ihe home ones, to the rich con- 
tinental shows. 

This is the last month in 
which the Whi taker brothers 
and Skelton will ride for the 
Everest Team. All three are still 
seeking sponsorship for 1996 
and. since they remain the most 
successful riders in Britain, it 
would be a sad reflection if they 
cannot find further support. 


Nicholls 

retained 

Hockey 


BILL COLW1LL 


England, the European silver 
medallists, have announced an 
experienced squad for next 
month’s women's European In- 
door Nations Championship in 
Glasgow. Seven of the team 
which lost to Germany in the 
1993 final in London are re- 
tained. including Lhe Great 
Britain striker, Mandy Nicholls. 

The last place in the Great 
Britain men's squad for next 
month’s Olympic qualifying 
tournament in Barcelona has 
gone to John Shaw, following 
his fine performances against 
Belgium last weekend. 

ENGtAM) WOMBTS INDOOR SQUAD {Eu- 
ropean Cup. Glasgow. 28-28 January): L 

Bo fltogtar lQit*l6>CltL cjpu.c Rrifti Crook. 
T Cullen. L CteBford. N UptroL. L Maraden 

iM M Mchofe. S WkteL S IMtftt. 

S Chandler iafi Stou^vi. J Smith (lixwcft). 
GREAT BRITAIN MEN'S SQUAD (for Olympic 
ttoSATytog tnunfiroefrt, Barcelona) J Lasted 
(T$dringron. capti. S Mam. J Wyatt (twin 
Reading), J Hate. N Thompson loom CM 
Lougniw’ians), R Gaida iPoic Barcetanai, J 
Shaw, Sana Singh (6am Southgaei. D HaO 
iGuWoTO), G tamtam. S HazfltL r Thomp- 
son (ah Hutocwi. XaUrtr Takher. c 
v IbaOiCariHSO. C Gfles ntauanu. Dilutees 
{Eaa Gnnsieadj. 


THE LVDEPENDENT 

Horse Rating 


Results 0839 - 111 171 
Commentary 0839 - 111 175 
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Why Mathis believes lightning can strike twice 


When confronted with the wide- 
spread notion that he is not ex- 
pected to provide Mike Tyson 
with more than just a few min- 
utes of amusement at the Spec- 
trum in Philadelphia on Saturday 
night, Buster Mathis Jnr dram 
attention to coincidence. 

Nobody ever got laid out by 
coincidence, but in the circum- 
stances Mathis finds h comfort- 
ing. His first name, for example. 
The only blemish on Tyson's ring 
record, a sensational defeat In 
Tokyo six years ago, was put 
there by James “Buster” Dou- 
glas as a 42-1 underdog. “That's 
boxing for you," Mathis could be 
heard saying this week. 

That there is motivation. Dou- 
glas gave the one great perfor- 
mance of his career shortly after 
the death of his mother. Mathis 


lost his father, a former heavy- 
weight contender, in September. 
“Knowing he had faith in me is 
an inspiration.” Mathis added. 
Trouble is that in boxing, as in 
most dungs, talent usually asserts 
itself! Nobody, probably not even 
Mathis himself, believes Tyson is 
in peril of again being tem- 
porarily separated from his sens- 
es. So where is the 25-year-old 
from Grand Rapids, Michigan, 
going? “I want to get to Mike in 
the later rounds,” he said. 

Mathis looks determined but 
slightly uncertain. Maybe he 
was frying to remember all the 

things his father m mmi inicate d. 
The most important was this: 
“Son, you can play football and 

you can play baseball, but just re- 
member, you can’t play 1 
Buster Mathis Snr also ! 


Atherton is 
toying with 
the tide 


Cricket 


DEREK PRINGLE 
reports from Durban 

Michael Atherton's first actions 
this morning, after receiving his 
alarm call vnll have been to pull 
back the curtains and study his 
tide tables. Then having mem- 
orised what time high tide was 
due, he would have fried to as- 
certain which way the wind was 
blowing by sticking a moistened 
finger out of the ninth-floor 
window of his seafront hoteL 

This may have seemed crude 
and unusual behaviour for a his- 
tory graduate to be indulging in, 
but, according to local knowl- 
edge, the two acts are crucial. 
Especially, it seems, if you are 
the captain of a cricket team in 
need of a pointer or two and al- 
ready involved in a Test series 
levelled at one botch all. 

Apparently, when the wind 
blows from the South-west, it is 
laden with moisture from the 
Cape, so you must bowl first or 
take a brolly out to bat. How- 
ever, if the wind is a nor'easter, 
the sunny weather makes batting 
and a front-line spinner imper- 
ative. Which in England’s case 
would be Richard Hfingworth, 
while South Africa will have 
plumped for Clive Eksteen. 

However, with the ground at 
Kmgsmead situated about half 
a mile from the Indian Ocean, 
high tide can also affect the 
pitch, depending oq what time 
it comes in, offering help to the 
seam and swing bowlers when 
it does. If this sounds like pop- 
pycock to those who play their 
cricket inland - or even to 
devotees of the tuneless Test 
played here in 1939. when 10 
days were not long enough to 
force a result - a similar phe- 
nomenon has been observed at 
Southchurch Park in Southend. 
There, Essex players have no- 
ticed that when the tide comes 
up the Thames estuary, the 
pitch would suddenly change 
from being Oat and dry, to one 
that seamed about 

However, two days ago when 
the pitch was first revealed, such 
specialist knowledge would 
have been unnecessary, and 
several pairs of batsmen's eye- 
brows were raised in unison at 
the first sight of the moist, 
grassy surface. With low grey 
clouds scudding about and a nip 
in the air, one England bowler 
was heard to remark gleefully 
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about facing up to disappoint- 
ments. “He told me I must al- 
ways make the best of tiwnff, 
and I remembered that when I 
knew I wouldn't be fi ghting 
Mike last month because he 
damaged a hand. I thought that 
might be the end of it, that I 
wouldn't get the ehaqr» again.” 
Instead of brooding over the 
loss of an S8G0,00G(£540,Q0G) 
purse, Mathis concentrated on 
the cultivation of less violent 
skills. Taking andghi-day course, 
he qualified in real estate man- 
agement. This makes Mathis 
different but it does not improve 


Ken Jones, in Philadelphia, talks to the 
man Mike Tyson meets on Saturday 


idd, but has not got enough to 
hold off Tyson is what the ma- 
jority say about him in boxing. 

It is not that Mathis has 
scorned the precepts of his tutor. 


lately Joey Fhriello, but simply 
that he is not good enough. 
When this was put to one of 
Tyson's co-managers, John 
Home, along with me view that 
a more durable opponent would 
accelerate Tyson's rehabilita- 
tion, he shrugged. “Who is 
there?” he said. “Td like to see 
Mbe taken a few rounds, bat the 
idea always is to get opponents 
out of there as quickly as possi- 
ble. 1 don't think there’s a heavy- 
weight around, Riddick Bowe. 
Rank Bruno, Lennox Lewis, 
who could stand up to MDce for 
more than a couple of rounds.” 
An old trick orfight managers 
is to communicate news of may- 
hem in the gymnasium, the 


rtamagp inflicted on the hired 
help. Horne is no exception. 
“There isn't one of Make’s spar- 
ring partners who hasn’t been 
knocked over,” be said. “I can 
see him back to his best, better 
perhaps than he ever was.” 

Being of more than average in- 
telligence, Mathis is acutely 
aware of the risk be is taking rar 
25 per cent kss than he was guar- 
anteed before Tyson's injury 
brought about a postponement 
‘The ring is a scary place arid you 

always know fear in there,” he 
said. “But when Douglas beat 
Tj«an he exploded a myth. Since 

then Mike hasn't been snch a ter- 
ror, and we 6till don't know how 
much ofhirnself he left in prison.” 


Mathis and EnieDo are en- 
couraged by a video of "iyson’s 
comeback agains t Peter Mo 
Neeley four months agp in Las 
Vegas. It is difficult to imagine 
that valid conclusions can be 
reached from a contest that last- 
ed only 89 seconds, but Farid- 
!o insists that brevity masked, 
serious flaws in Tyson’s tech- 
nique- "I know he had Mc- 
Neeley down quickly but after 
that he didn’t tend a worthwhile 
punch, 7 * RuieUo said- “Mike was 
wild, all over the place with his 
panelling, and he didn’t look 
happy with his pei foimance.” 
“Intimidation has always 
been a big part of Tyson," 
Mathis said. “Before he lost to 
Douglas opponents froze at 
the sffilt of him. You knew what 
was going on made their heads. 


that it was “just like Derby”. 

Given that the groundsman 
here at Kingsmead is none oth- 
er than Phil Russell, an ex-play- 
er and former coach of that 
county, it was not an altogether 
surprising observation and one 
which, if prevalent this morning, 
will have Mike Vfetlrinson in- 
stalled as a dual purpose bowter 
in place of die left-arm Illing- 
worth. The Lancashire captain’s 
ability to boM both seam and gain 
are, presumably, vital should 
the tide or wind prove difficult 
to gauge over the nest few days. 

Fine tuning selection to this 
degree is all well and good, pro- 
viding the remainder erf the team 
are p ulling their weight. Eng- 
land's problem at The 'ftfender- 
ers, aside from the irrational 
decision to field first, is that only 
five players performed dose to 
their best Atherton, of course, 
has been superb in both Thsts, as 
was Graeme Hick at Centurion 
Park. Russell and Robin Smith, 
too, have been prepared to fight 
hard with the baL Somewhat dis- 
appointingy, only Dominic Cork 
has shone with die ball 

Five-man teams do not win 
Tfest matches let alone series and 
it is time for the other players 
to contribute more than a pass- 
ing interest As Atherton him- 
self pointed out after nets 
yesterday, England know they 
have to play better, more con- 
sistent cricket “If we do that” 
he said, “I believe we’IJ beat 
South Africa.” He went on to 
add that whoever won the 
match here would have a good 
chance of not losing the series. 

With John Crawley, who 
comes in to fill the troublesome 
No 3 slot the only change to the 
batting line-up, this morning’s 
big decisions would have been 
over which bowlers to play. 
Atherton’s own hunches are 
that this is a “swingy kind of 
ground” and last night Mark 
Hottand Peter Martin were both 
named in the 13-man squad. 

But according to Allan Don- 
ald, there is also a good deal of 
pace and carry in this pitch, too, 
ideal for Devon Malcolm, who 
has been steadily working up 
speed. Cork will open the bowl- 
ing with him, but while the se- 
lectors might have been 
tempted into making changes, 
they have nearly always regret- 
ted the thought of dropping An- 
gus Fraser in the past 

England M A Atherton (cape), A J S&Y*- 

ait, IP Crawley. GP Thorpe, Q A WdA. RX 
Smith, RCRusseA (MM), DGCor*. RKlttng- 
vrarrh, ARC Fraser. D E Mateoim. M C Mott, 
PJMartkVMWaMrean. 

South Africa (tram)'. AC Hudson. G Nraan, 
W J Crcrje (cajx). 0 J Ctitnen. J N Rhodes, 
J H KaCs, BMMcMlsn, 0 J Rfchartson (wM), 
S M Mock, C R Matthews, A A Oonstt, M 
W PMn0n. C E Etefien. 

■ Ian Salisbury has been grant- 
ed an early release from Eagterad 
As tour of Pakistan because of 
the death of bis grandmother. 
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Mark llott stakes his claim under the watchful eye of Ray Illingworth in Durban yesterday 


Photograph: Emplcs 


Power proposal for Illingworth 


A recommendation for the Tfest 
and County Cricket Board to ex- 
tend the powers of Ray Illing- 
worth, the England chairman of 
selectors, wfll be placed before 
their winter meeting at Lord’s 
today. 

In line with the South African 
system, there is a proposal to 
give Illingworth the power to 
overrule a county’s selection of 
an England player if he feels die 
player needs a break. 

It would avoid a repeat of the 
situation last August when Dar- 
ren Gough was chosen by York- 
shire for a NatWest Trophy 
semi-final agnmst Northamp- 


tonshire while he was attempt- 
ing to recover from a stress ra- 
jiuy. . 

Bob Woolmer, the South 
African coach, in contrast, was 
able to order Allan Donald to 
miss the Orange Free State 
match against England before 
the second Tfest. 

The problem for the TCCB 
is that England players are con- 
tracted to their county not their 
country, unlike the South 
Africans who are signed up 
with the United Cricket Board. 

In the event, it is unlikely that 
the counties will agree to such 
a radical step, although indi- 


vidually they may listen to Illing- 
worth in future with more sym- 
pathy. 

Meanwhile, moves to launch 
the English Cricket Board as a 
replacement for the TCCB have 
been put back a few months af- 
ter the TCCB had set an initial 
deadline of 1 January for its in- 
ception. 

The ECB will be discussed 
but the most positive action is 
likely to be the setting-up of a 
working party to investigate 
the ramifications of the new 
governing body. However, the 
meeting is likely to introduce 
changes to the domestic game 


and the Courtly Championship 
could see some floe tinring. 

. The Championship is almost 
certain to remain an 18-team 
structure, as opposed to a two- 
division competition many had 
called for and the Board is be- 
ing asked to consider awarding 
prize-money as Ear down the 
table as ninth place. - 
There is no doubt that it will 
remain a four-day competition 
but there isa recommendation 
for over-rates to be reduced 
from the present 110 per day for 
the opening three days (102 on 
the fourth) to 104 and 96 re~ 
spectivefy. 


That they were about to be bat- 
tered. Nearly all those guys 
were beaten before drey got into 
the ring. Wsfl, that’s gone. MDce 

was, and maybe still is. a terrific 

fighter . Sure! heU fry to take me 
out in the fust minute, but at 
least Tm ready for that”- 
Tb hear Mathis express sym- 
pathy for Tyson is the cause of 
surprise among bystanders “AD 
that money.all that feme, and 
.yriinmymiiKisoitiseci^Ijust 
don’t understand why he wants 
to carry on fighting. If I had a 
small portion of what Mike's got 
. Fd be out of there- 1 don’t have 
a house, a car or fancy dothes. 

And nothing would change. I'd 
still live with ray mother * 

■ Mathis Is no gift for small talk 
but his manner is invariably 
pleasing. Neither does be ever 



Mathis: pteasing manner 


conyeyfoeimpresBkmofaman 
whose accompfishmente don’t 
measure up to his own opinions 
of his abilities. Mathis knows his 
Kmim firms but considers that 
be has never been more than 75 
per cent of himself “This is all 
about two guys in the ring,” he 
saM There » another way of 
looking at - this fight but that 
would be putting Mathis down, 
fad^mtlpan has in mind. 


Normality fits 



like a glove 

A wicketkeeper has milestones in mind at 
the third Test today. Derek Pringle reports 


Imagin e the indignity. Your 
m nntiy has, bar the odd expen- 
sive rebel tour, just spent 21 years 
in numbing isolation. Suddenly, 
you are allowed back on to the 
international stage and within 
months find yourself at the 
crease within a couple of edged 
fours of becoming really big box 
office ft™ - ! beating England to the 
1991 World Cup finaL 

Suddenly, rain intervenes. 
When ft finally stops, you require 
an absurd 23 runs from one balL 
It’s enough to make you pack it 
all in on the spot “At the time 
we didn’t fed cheated at all,” re- 
calls Dave Richardson, South 
Africa’s wicket-keeper, and one 
of the men batting when high 
force suddenly overcame com- 
mon sense that showery night at 
the Sydney Cricket Ground. 

“I can remember packing my 
bag afterwards and thinking: 
Thank goodness 
that's over. You 
see we’d only just 
come back and it 
was all so new and 
hectic,” he said. 

Neglecting to 
mention the small 
matter of carrying 
tire expectations 
of a nation whose 
long overdue 
stumble towards a 
t future had just 



.like Ric ha rd so n: 
many South 
African athletes, has been 
draped by his country's isolation. 
Now 36, and a commercial 
lawyer, he has bad to wait for bis 
moment in the Tfest arena. “Once 
you’re in at that level tbougliycxi 
quickly improve,” said the man 
whose first Tfest, against the Yfesr 
Indies in 1991, came at a time 
when others of his flkwonki have 
been winding down. 

Remarkably, however, since 
South Africa’s readmission, 
Richardson is the only player 
not to have missed a Tfest, and 
barring calamity, he will earn his 
25th cap Thursday morning. It 
is an impressive run, made all 
the more memorable when you 
realise that his 96 dismissals (all 
caught) come at a rate of four 
per Tfest, the highest in Tfest 
cricket for keepers with. 50 or 
more dismissals to their name. 

Should that fail to surprise, 
i that such an onslaught of 


Likei 

scrutiny, his safe unlussy keep- 
ing, wmleproviding insights into 
the fastidious legal acumen be- 
hind the gloves, does not reveal 
the many hoars of bard work he 

he adnnTsputting in more now 
than be did 10 years ago. 

The senior member of what 
is essentially a young ride, his 
dry wit and intelligence are 
crucial to the dressing-room 
mix, his coach. Bob Woolmer, 
thinks. “He’s really good far us,” 
Woolmer said before nets yes- 
terday. “He’s generally sensible 
and perceptive, both on and off 

the field. So when he opens his 
mouth, people tend to listen.” 
like Russell, his counterpart 

in this series he is no slouch with 

the bat either. A year ago, he 
scored 247 runs at an average of 
82 against New Zealand, in- 
cluding a century 
batting in his usu- w 
al No 8 spot 
It was an unus- 
ual achievement, 
brought quickly to 
heel when he suf- 
fered the humilia- 
tion of a king pair 

in his next Tfest 
against Pakistan. 

But such is the 
paucity of good 
keepers here, that 
even a prolonged 
ever present run of failure with 
the bat is unHkety 
to jeopardise his place. 

Given that wicketkeepers are 
normally inestimably strange, 
given to enacting odd rituals be- 
fore going about their work, it 



provide plenty of edged catch- 
es, then the feet that he was out- 
gunned 11 catches to one in the 
last Tfest by Jack Russell, should 
do. It is a statistic that lends 
weight to the daim that South 
Africa are bowling far too short 
and are missing Fanie de Va- 
lters’ full-length outswingers 
more than they care to admit 


is mildly disconcerting to find 
that Richardson does not even 
bind his fingers with tape and 
has no quirks or behavioural tics 
worthy of the mention. 

He does not, he claims even 
feel moved to comment about 
batsmen from behind the 
stumps. “It’s an easy position to 
be nasty from because there is 
no way for a batter to be able 
to get revenge. Anyway it’s stu- 
pid to see someone behaving 
out of character, so I don’t usu- 
ally bother. Tm not confronta- 
tional. It’s why I deal with 
contracts and not litigation.” 

But even if Richardson seems 
to come from an age of gentle- 
man cricketers, surely he must 
have been moved to comment 
during Atherton's and Russell’s 
lengthy rearguard at the Win- 


settle in front of you, hour after 
hour, it would not be sane not to. 

“Well actually I did say one 
thing,” be admitted somewhat 
sheepishly. “I told them Bar- 
nacle Bailey had nothing on 
them.” He’s right youknow. It's 
always better to be m characte r . 
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Hie Royal Navy is recruiting now 
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Bradford are ebullient as 
Cook and Hall trade places 


Rugby League 

DAVE HADFJELD 

Leeds and Bradford Bulls have 
completed a swap deal which 
sees the England back, Paul 
Cook, moving to Odsal in ex- 
change for die New Zealander 
Carl Hah. Leeds will alar re- 
ceive an undisclosed cash bal- 
ance, but the Bolls are jubilant 
over the recruitment of a 19- 
year -old of Cook’s potential 

for our dub,”^theB^^^d 
coach Brian Smith, said. “I have 
been following his career close- 
ly since my Hull days, and I am 
delighted he is joining us.” 
Cook, a regular fiist-teamer 
at fall-back and wing for Leeds 
this season, was a member of 
England's World Cup squad in 
October. Hall, 26, joined Brad- 
ford from Doncaster 18 months 


ago and is seen as a potential 
answer to Leeds’ centre prob- 
lems when Craig Innes leaves 
for Manly in the spring. The two 
players could be in direct op- 
position cm Sunday when the 
sides play each other.. ' 

Bobbie Goulding, the'St He- 
lens captain, could nriss the Bar- 
ing Day derby at Wigan and the 
Regal Trophy semi-final against 
Warrington four days later af- 
ter being cited by Halifax for a 
Cackle on John Fieldhouse 
which left him with a suspect- 
ed broken jaw. Goukfingwm ap- 
pear at a dgqplinaiy.cgmmittee 
this evening. 

■. Great Britain have been re- 
assured that their three-match 
series against Australia in Oc- 
tober is safe, despite New 
Zealand’s daim that they have 
been allocated a match against 
Australia cm the same day as the 
third Tfest in Sydney. 


Willey has Harris in his sights 




Martin Harm, un challe nged 
as Britain’s leading sprint back- 
stroker for the past five years, 
could have Ins supremacy 
threatened at the Unde Ben’s 
Winter Challenge in Sheffield 
winch starts tonight 

The Commonwealth 100m 
champion has repeatedly set 
British records for 50m and 
100m backstroke, long and 
short-course, since claiming 
Gary Abrahams’ -100m long- 
coarse mark -which had stood 
for 10 years -in 1990. 

However, Harris’s tide could 
be captured by the i9-year-cld 
Nefl Willey from Hertfordshire 
who, despite being the youngest 
swimmer in the field, won die 
100m backstroke silver medal at 
die W^rid Short-Course Oxam- 
in Rio de Janeiro a 


Willey’s time of 53J23sect 
was only O.OSsec outside the 
British record, and Harris’s 
chances of fending off the 
young swimmer’s challenge - 

starting in die heats of die 50m 
backstroke today - cannot 
have been helped far the feet 
he is now without either.adub - 
ora coach. 

Hams quit the Borough of 
Waltham Forest dub In the 
summer, upset fa then dedrion 
not to award a new contract to 
the club coach, Paul Bance. 

Bance is now coaching in 
Wales, but Harris did not want 
to follow him from his home in ' 
east London, and he is now 
training at . a local pool helped 
only by bis father, Raymond, 
who said: "I take down his 
times; but really Martin is 

waching hims elf. 

“It’s not an ideal situation 
as everyone needs a 
proper coach’s support, but 


Martin is a good sdf-tootivator.” 

. The Winter Challenge, in- 
corporating the Amateur 
Swimming Association's Na- 
tional Winter Championships, 
effectively marks the start of 
the countdown to the Olympic 
Games in Atlanta for top 
competitors such as Nick 
Gillingham. 

The double Olympic medal- 
list believes he can start his 
preparations in style fa re- 
claiming the world short-course 
200m faeaststroke record which 
he held for two-and-half-yeais 
before the Australian Phil 
Rogers set the existing mark of 
two minutes OZSQkc m August 
19<93. 

Gfliingham said: “In my 
opinion, Sheffield is die fastest 
pool in the world, and having 
home support behind me may 
just give me the extra one per 
cent I need to beat the 
record." 
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sport 



rolls to the fore as Venables’ flexible find 


-Mmterest rates t 

they Tise in the Chancellor’s 
sorting passion. Tuesday's 
world Grp draw, and the im- 
pending- European Champi- 
onship lottery, have dispelled 
the phoney-war feel about Ter- 
. jy Venables’ "England. Even 
the team appeared to 
the mood on Tuesday, rousing 
itself after a- cautious start to 
partake in a second successive 
entertaining international. 

The draw with Portugal was 
flluminated by Steve Stone's 
goal and overall performance. 
Maybe the feel-good factor be 
engendered in Kenneth Clarice, 
a noted Nottingham Rarest fan, 


hdped foster yesterday morn- 
ings cut in the base rate. Itcer- 
; tamly helped \fenables: most of 
the tabloid reaction was along 
the lines, of “gem-Stone” and 
"Stone me'’. That England 
were, for the sixth time in 11 
home internationals, held to a 
draw seemed to escapetiotice. 

Not that Portugal are easy to 
beat. Their only defeat in 16 
matches came in Dublin in 
April, and that was avenged by 
last month’s 3-D victory in 
Lisbon. 

. Knee his appointment Vfen- 
ables has attempted to adhere to 
a policy of playing the best 
there is nothing to be learned 


from knocking over the likes of 
San Marino. In that respect 
England’s warm-up games for 
next year's European Champi- 
onship finals haw been more 
use/hl than Scotland* s qualifying 
matches, although they have 
lacked a competitive edge. Aside 
from the United Stales all the op- 
ponents, even Japan if judged by 
their Wembley performance, 
have been respectable 

“It was a good test,” said En- 
ables alter the game. “If we 
could get ora or three more - 
games Uke that before the finals 
it would be excellent." 

Who England do play next 
win be determined by Sunday’s 



England’s draw against Portugal 
has given their coach a lot to 
think about, says Glenn Moore 


European Championship draw 
in Birmingham. Croatia are one 
likely opponent; Italy, following 
their World Cup pairing with 
England, are noL The spring se- 
ries will be followed by a short 
tour to “bond" the final squad, 
perhaps to South Africa. 

By then Venables will have 
had to refine his squad to 20 
names plus a reserve goalkeep- 
er. This will be difficult He 
named 23 for this game and bad 


Darren Anderton and Gary 
Palhster unavailable. Other con- 
tenders, such as Paul Ince, John 
Scales, Neil Ruddock, John 
Barnes, Sian CoUymore and 
Paul Mersou. were not selected. 

As soon as the process of 
picking a theoretical 20-man 


land were to play all six match- 
es. he may need to call on all 20 
players. Which makes the need 


for versatility particularly clear. 

With that in mind Gareth 
Southgate's composed first ap- 
pearance on Tuesday gains sig- 
nificance. Robert Lee. David 
Platt. Teddy Sheringham, Dennis 
Wise and Graeme Le Saux can 
also fill more than one position. 

Southgate is a rarity in that 
he can play in central "defence 
or midfield. At present Eng- 
land's defenders are limited in 
flexibility. Only Le Saux. of the 
fuh-backs. can play in midfield 
and neither the full- backs nor 
the centre-backs are inter- 
changeable. Thus there may 
yet be a chance for the likes of 
Sol Campbell. David Unsworth. 


or ^^&^ren Barton to regain their 
place in the squad. 

In midfield the performances 
of Stone, Wise, Lee and Jamie 
Redknapp threaten the place of 
the captain. Plan, but it is in at- 
tack the biggest selectorial con- 
troversy may arise. It is hard to 
imagine Venables picking five 
central strikers yet. if Barm by, 
Peter Beardsley, Sheringham 
and Alan Shearer are consid- 
ered near-certainties, what hap- 
pens to Les Ferdinand? 

Pairing Ferdinand with 
Shearer did not really work. “Les 
and Alan had their moments, 
they worked hard." said Ven- 
ables. “I do not know if I would 


play them together again hut 1 
would not be frightened to so. 
I was quite pleased with them. 
They do cause danger, both in 
the air and on ihe ground." 
Hardly high praise, hut Ferdi- 
nand is Lhe obvious, cover if 
Shearer were to be injured, and 
it would he a risk to omit him. 

There is. of course, six months 
to go and a lot of players could 
be injured before then. There is 
also the matter of arranging the 
World Cup qualifying fixtures, 
and settling Vcnabies'fijlure. ”J 
would think we will have sat down 
and talked about it before we do 
the fixtures." said Venables, “it 
would he helpful for both parties." 


McGhee the 
new man 
at Molineux 


BY PHIL SHAW AND 
GUY HODGSON 


Mark McGhee took charge of 
Wolverhampton Wanderers 
yesterday and promptly called 
for a “transfer” system for man- 
agers that would have made his 
own defection from Leicester 
more difficult 

“It’s something I feel strong- 
ly about," McGhee said after he 
was confirmed as Graham Thy. 
lor's successor on a three and 
a half year contract “A player’s 
contract is registered with the 
FA and the Football League, 
and he can’t walk out on it; 

“If 5 time managers’ contracts 
were dealt with the same way. In 
a sense ft was too easy for me to 
leave Leicester. Guta shpuldbe 
able to come in and offer, say, 
f 1 m for a manager, and ifthat 
fads, £2m, and so an, just as they 
would with a player.”’'. 

McGhee said he left Leke$>; 
ter because he was starting to 
“outgrow” them, as he nad : 
Reading a year earlier. He un- 
derstood supporters' resent- 
ment but dabned that the move . 
to MoHneux, whereie is joined 
by his assistant Colin Lee and 
coach Mike Hickman, was mo- 
tivated by professionalism 
rather than greed. 

“I said to myself^do.iTSAib- 
three or four years and ride not 
getting another ebaiabe, or do I 
lake thejob? It was acareer de- 
cision. The only problem is it’s 
come earlier than I anticipated” 

What guarantee did Wolves, 
have that he would not ditch 
them? “This dub tan fulfil every 
ambition 1_ have, in terms of the 
stadium, training ground, 
crowds, playing potential and the 

finanria l Ifl do the job 

property there's no reason why 
I shouldn’t stay along time, un- 
less Ibey didn’t want me.” • 

Asked whether he had shown 
his previous employers a lack of 
loyalty, the 38-year-old Glaswe- 
gian said: “Football's a business 
- it's about professionahsm. 
My last gamer for Aberdeen was 
a cup final. Next day I joined 
Hamburg bat I gave them 100 
per cent I left Reading and 
Leicester better off than I found 
them. The loyalty HI show 
Wolves is giving 250 percent to 
put a winning team out." 

McGhee, who finds Taylor's 
expensively assembled side 20th 
in the First Division, said Ihe 
squad bad been “under-achiev- 
ing" but could still make the 
play-ofix. He would trim the 37- 
strong playing staff lo raise 
money, ah hough Jonathan Hay- 
ward, die chairman, pledged 
that funds would be available. 

Hayward, who insisted Wbtaes 
had acted honourably, was first 
drawn to McGhee's, qualities 
when Readfeg “played usdff (he 
park" 18 months ago. “Hie brings 
a style of play that's been miss- 
ing. which the fans are crying out . 
to see. It’s also a vnmringstyleJ’. 




. One of McGhee’s rivals at the 
wrong end of the First Division 
wiU be Howard Kendall. 49, wbo 
yesterday was appointed suc- 
cessor -to Dave Bassett at 
Sheffield United. His contract 
will keep him at Bramall Lane 
until the end.of next season. 
Kendall, winner of two cham- 
an FA Cup and the 
Cup-Winners’ .Cup 
with jEvertpn,, has adhered to 
ntodem convention by bringing 
in hisown backroom staff. Adri- 
an Heath, aplayer under Kmlall 
af Stoke and Ewaton, is assistant 

..m^^feand another^ < with a 
Stoke connection, will be coach. 

, :Tve" had seven] offers to 
• manage chibs, same abroad and 
. some in this country,” Kendall, 

- who has been out of work since 
leaving NotfcCounty in April 
: said, ^butiKH>ehasiTratdbedthe 
potential of Sheffield United. I 
came here because there is an 
-ambftioaschairman who wiB al- 
low me to manage a club in the 
manner I believe in. 

*Tm not 50 yet and I think I 
have something to offer. I have 
beeaaccused of looking miser- 
able before but I should have a 
huge grin on my face because 
I'm absolutely delighted to be 
l back With a great dub like tins.” 
v- 'A ‘great club by. tradition 
Kendall takes over 
second bottom in 
the division. He has a che- 
quered history, too, after leav- 
ing Notts County with the 
chairman there claiming he 
had a drink problem. He has 
since gone teetotal and has lost 
more than two stone in weight 
He intends to shed a player 
or two as wett, as the playing staff 
at BramaU Lane approaches 
40. “I've been promised money 
to spend,” he said, “although I 
want to give all the players here 
a chance first I hope they will 
be motivated. If they are not mo- 
tivated by a new management 
team then they probably should 
, not- be here anyway. 

. “The League position is not 
what it should be so that's the 
No 1 priority. We have to build 
the players’ confidence and 
find a position of safety. After 
that we’D take it from there.” 
One of the first items bn 
Kendall’s agenda will be to 
turn down a £750,000 bid from 
Bolton Wanderers for their 
leading goalsoorer, Nathan 
Blake, who they value at twice 
that price. 

“Our approach was made to 
Dave Bassett,” Bolton’s manag- 
er, Roy McFarland, said, “al- 
though their chairman, Mike 
McDonald, is fully aware of it and 
will consider it at board LeveL” 
Oldham Athletic are to ask 
Manchester City for an exten- 
sion of Michel Vonk’s loan 
while negotiations for a per- 
manent transfer continue. A fee 
of£300,000 has been agreed for 
the Dmch centra] defender and 
Hie delay is ewer personal terms. 



Ft 
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Twickenham tiro: Paid Grayson, of Northampton, forges ahead of the England centre Jeremy Guscott yesterday 

Opposites attract the plaudits 


A s 'Matthew Dawson and 
Paul Grayson are a club 
half-back pairing - the 
50th such, as it happens, to play 
for England - there could sure- 
ly be nothing more natural or 
obvious than their selection to 
make their debut together 
against Western Samoa at 
Twickenham on Saturday. 

This, however, is only partly 
true. Minds have to be cast back 
only as far as this time last sea- 
son, - and Northampton’s 
doomed attempt to keep Lheir 
place in the First Division, to ap- 
preciate that a leap of faith in 
their own abilities as much as 
anything else has been made by 
both players. 

Dawson. 23. and Grayson, 24, 
have come to the England team 
by dissimilar routes, with the 
common thread spun by Ian 
McGeechan, rugby director and 
mentor at Franklm's Gardens. 
T have,” as he put it, “spent a 
bit of time with them.” 

This, remember, is an ex-Li- 
ons and Scotland coach who has 
either seen or done it all. When 
the Scots’ 1990 Grand Slam 
coach, of all people, says this - 
“what I’m trying to do is pro- 
duce players Jack Rowell wifi be 
happy with” - you have to 
pinch yourself as hard as Daw- 
son and, above aft, Grayson did 
after Rowell announced his 
England selection. 

Last season Dawson spent 
most of his time nursing persis- 
tent hamstring injuries, wmb the 
hapless Grayson bore the brum 
of the widespread criticism of 
the hopelessly barren rugby 
which ultimately condemned 
Northampton to relegation. 


Steve Bale meets the Northampton half-backs who make 
their England debuts against Western Samoa on Saturday 


They are, strikingly, not 
two of a kind. Dawson was 
born to play rugby and went 
through Royal Grammar 
School High Wycombe, nne of 
England's premier rugby 
academies. He was identified 
at least three years ago as a 
prospective international 
scrum-half. Such was his con- 
summate talent as a 20-year- 
old that Northampton initially 
found the best use for him in 
the centre. 

Grayson, on the other 
hand, has a football and crick- 
et background - good enough 
in the (fribbling code to have 
trials with Preston North End 
and play semi-professionally 
for Accrington Stanley in bis 
native Lancashire. His Eng- 
land outside-half selection is 
the culmination of aft of six 
years playing rugby, the heady 
climax of which so far was the 
contribution of his boot to the 
cup run by Waterloo in 1992- 
93 which famously accounted 
for Bath and then Orrell. 

According to McGeechan, 
Grayson's inexperience is at 
once his greatest asset and 
greatest liability, though it does 
mean that when he plays for 
England on Saturday his mind 
will be fresh, his ideas unen- 
cumbered by a lifetime’s rugby 
theory. “He is a very good 
sportsman and very skilful.” 
McGeechan said. “But it has 
probably hampered him in his 
development that he hadn’t 
been brought up in schools' rug- 



Dawson: compared to Farr-Jones 


by. didn’t have the grounding 
that someone like Matt Dawson 
so dearly had. 

“On the other hand. I’ve ac- 
tually found it a help because 
he had - has - no precon- 
ceived ideas, and so it’s been 
easier than might immediately 
appear obvious to show him the 
options and how his perfor- 
mance can affect the way oth- 
ers are brought into the game." 

Until Northampton's laving- 
waste of the rest of the Second 
Division this season no one out- 
side the club, and perhaps not 


SPORTING DIGEST 


Sanchez Vicario faces tax investigation 


Tennis 

Arantxa Sanchez Vtcariois un- 
der inves tiga tion to establish 
whether she has been breaking 
Spain's tax laws by declaring 
herself a resident of the fiscal, 
paradise stale of Andorra, the 
national daily £1 Afundo said . 
Wednesday. ■ • 


■ El Mundo said tax officials 
were lodking into'SancKez Vic- 
ario’s case on the bass she 
seemed -to violate two require- 
ments of claiming to be ooo-res- 
ident: they must spend 183 
days each year in another coun- 
toy and that their native coun- 
try should not be the centre for 
their business operations.. - . 


qu< 

by the paper as cl aiming her sit- 
uation was legal- She said that 
like other sporting figures she 
paid taxes in every country 
where she plays a tournament. 
■ Stefan Edterg has decided not 
to play in the Olympic Games in 
Atlanta next year to give younger 
Swedes a chance to compete. 


BT agrees three-year deal 


PYize-nioney, a new venue for. 
the final and a more (fifficuft 
route lor those who previously 
bad been seeded, are part of a 
new format for. the.BT Natron-. 

ai Match Raring Orampkxteliip, 
writes Stuart Alexander. 

A three-year deal means that 
the six regional qualifiers wffl 
be at Torquay, Rutland, Strang- 
ford (N Ireland), Edmborgn, 
Derwent and BewL fn t he, fi- 
naL whjch hasmoved from 
Southampton in September to 


Weymouth in October, three 
from.each qualifier, including 
those, who might previously 
have been seeded, will be joined 
try the national women's and 

. yp iftli ribamp ioiB and tWO from 

- a universities regatta,. plus two 

wild-card entrants. 

C fc »rin g thfr £2.500 first prize 
wift be the defending diampkm, 

. Andy Beadsworth, who repre- 

- seats Rritamm the Softt® at the 
. Olympic Games nest year. The 

runner-up receives £1,250, with 
. a fea ther £3jXW being shared by 
=the rest of the top eight 


Berger crashes 
in practice 

Motor rating 

Gerhard Berger emerged un- 
hurt from his second high-speed 
crash inas many weeks, the Aus- 
trian spinning his Benetton- 
Renault during Formula One 
tests in £storQ yesterday. 

Berger's car slammed back- 
wards into the safety rails at 
around liOmph. He emerged 
unhurt but damage to the car pin 
an end to his practice session. 

Michael Schumacher's Ferrari 

had the fastest lap in 134.62. 


Basketball 

NBA: Boston 116 Toronto 96, Minnesota 
35 AH area 78. Cava (and 97 LA Clippers 
B6; Indiana 12S Denver 32; Orlando 101 
Naw Jersey 97; Washington job MHwautee 
102; New York 97 LA Lakers 82; Dallas 
112 Seattle 101 (oU; Cftariooe 125 
Phoanw 100; Golden State 105 Miami 80; 
Houston 133 Sacramento 93. 

7UP TROPHY SamMtaalflml«£ London Tw 
ere 64 B u mmgiam Bullets 62. 

Cricket 

Norman Gifford, who parted company 
with Sussex at the end of last season, 
wifi take up a fuit-dma coaching ap- 
pointment with Durham next yean 
England's women clinched the series 
by hanging on for a draw In the third 

and find lest against India In Hyderabad 
yesterday The final pair erf Debbie Stock 
and dare Taylor lasted more than three 
hours, facing 243 balls. England, who 
drew the first lest and won uk second 
by two runs, went kid the final day chas- 
ing a target of 302. They finished on 
lS2for§. 


Football 

TUESDAY'S LATE RESUUSs Komtffcxal 
Mate tc OiAno 1 tSwne 441 Pnrtuptf 1 1 *»m 
581. FA Cup Second- Beuad Reptow 
Daifruun 0 RttMsio 1 [Martin 301. 
ShrewsOury 2 [Seen 35. ftoamnam per 4ii 
5cuitKvpe 1 fPacefSon 76U Vteteal 8 [Mar* 
M 93. Wtton 58. Bradley 71. Ltfuboume 9G 
118. orComor 87. Houghton 1D4 j Torquay 4 
[Hawthorne 36, Bwtw 53, Sure 65, Mawu 
lot) race worn a 90 mn 3-3); Wow* 2 
(Ha* 80 75) Enfeld 1 (Abbott 60). CM 
Vtndwl Catenae*: W*«g 0 FanHWufJi 
1 IfWwn 79). Tamars SeottUi Cap. Rnct 
Round: Stennousomuir 2 (McCeactw l. 
Gartner og 431 Amranth 2 [McCormicii 10. 
hater o£ 33). Sctrttiaii League Rut Dwieioa: 


Ctydeoanh v ArrOne. 

Hamas League P l a n te r DMskxe Cambndrs 
C 1 Sucauty T 0; RmlWen A Diamonds 3 
Ctoue aster 1 tfdfend DMaJorr RofcMch U» 
2 Britton T L Dr Martens Cep second round: 
AtteretoneUid 1 Nuneaton Bor 3: BaUodi T 1 
Msrgate 0: Tcrandge Anaets 3 Ffctet q. 
Smnhwnl replay: Moor Green 3 

Bndanortn T L Unflxnd Loasie Premier 
OMsIam Fncuey 1 MaUodi 4. UnMXa Cup 
i B cen d round: Gretna 1 umrney Bay 5. 
tancaetei C 1 Fmev Cdnc 1; Lincoln uto 1 
Aihmwi T 4; ftadcWr Borough 0 Greai 
Hanwod r l; wamMton 0 Ammon m 1 ; 
Mtorkmgmn •: NerheiteW 2. werteoo T 5 
Marre^re T l. Avon t n ai a n c e Cembb ia tlen 
find DMUee: Areenel 4 Odom ted 1; 
ftjrta/noutn i Brsau C 0: OPR i West Hot 2 
lot Harm* BmHv: WRM 0 Oysal Palace 
i. Second DMsIon: Plymouth 0 Carort Cl 
C omMnad Counties Lonem Premier 
OMskm: Ashbrd T 1 DCA BasifigsihW 0; 


crawead 3 Craneqm O: ecxtemng f Gustvoiq 
1 wanon Casuals O: Haney T O Coormm 3; 
Moretfierr I Ncaterre 0: Ftoynes Pork Vale 1 
WestfieU ii VMng Sp 2 Eton IMcb 5. FA Vase 
Tldid roowt Wwenhoe T 3 Edg-am T 1. T1W9- 
roued roptey: Manjat aft aio ten 5 Hunfflrfiaa T 
1 retie ratten Brew er y Northern league 
Hrat OMAec Ctesnr-lmStKei 2 Bern melon 
Teniers 3. Postponed; tow Lew T v Sntdon. 
Longue Cup tUn! rant BtatfiOT T 2 Croa* 
T 1. Greet lADe Lbi£m Premier OMatere 
Postponed: Oil CBwn Am v Tiverton T. lea 
League Fht Orator Barton Bw 3 Theme 
lAd 3; Wemtfey 0 Makfertead Uid 1. Third 
DMsIoie Horatem 3 A^ky L, Cjutton Tiaphy 
second rHaub ftadmee T 2 Harsteld Utd 1 


wetf. Ce 


i cup 1 


I round: Grays ABi 1 


Bdencay T T. (Mont C 1 Bosm^reke T 0. 
BuertOan Imsnnce Cup third round: Bedfod 
T 1 WoLmglam T 2; Heybndge Swfta 3 IUntoi 

Hamlet 2; wm t a aateps smntora i 
bnarllnli Eqmecs. MldUBd Mbece: BoMmerc 
Si Mtneelj 1 hynpenley We & ‘ 

Planter D 


Eastern League 


DMetom HawrMl 


Bov 5 Vfetseeh I 4. Lomw of Welass 
Crry 2Cerami Quay i Bany rwn 3 
Pertra &. FHb tom 2 fisroinadag 6: i 

HotywuK l. Postponed; Movtewn v Cwwy. 
North West Cenratee Lea0sa Rrat DMelon: 
Eastwood Hanley 1 Ftaflfln 1 northern 
Counters Eass League Cop Second-round 


many inside either, could have 
imagined Grayson doing much 
more than lacking the ball 
huge distances with his foot- 
baller’s facility. Indeed, to a 
wider audience, the notion of 
Grayson as an attacking bright 
spark in the Andrew Mehrtens 
mouJd - McGeechan likes to 
liken his man with the New 
Zealander - was more or less 
unimaginable until Grayson’s 
harmonious combination with 
Dawson for the Midlands 
against Western Samoa match 
12 days ago. 

“It was very hard for him last 
season but we persevered and 
can now see the result. You 
could argue about whether he 
is exactly a running fly-half or 
even needs to be but he has 
come to play a dominant 
role for Northampton." 
McGeechan said, 

“You look at what 
Mehrtens did in the World 
Cup and he was the catalyst 
for all those around him: even 
if you weren't saying what a 
great game he was having, you 
were saying it about all the rest. 
This is what Paul can do for the 
talents of Jerry Guscott, Will 
Carling, Ben Clarke, Tim Rod- 
ber, Lawrence DaJIaglio and all 
the rest. 

"He should give Will and Jer- 
ry and the back row a lot of run- 
ning options, but it will not 
necessarily be because he thinks 
he has lo run. He knows that if 
he runs himself it has be effec- 
tive to Lhe point of being dev- 


replay: BcnowaM' v< 1 Oesea T 0. TMrd 
roond: B*B»* T 4 Worsbrougji BrOgB 1. («* 
T 0 Areola T 1: tteefttay 2 Gtasttau&tton 
WaHare 1 PuttlM LeaSW Bret DMslHr 
Deftly 1 wotueftuinpuin 2. Second DMeiaic 
Contrary 4 Mancneaei Cay o: Rorheitum 0 
Agon vs* 1. Third Dtvmorr Doncaster 0 
Call isle 2. Sue Ufa Gold Cop Sene-final: 
Omejfi T 0 Ousaders L UnMt Sonex 
County League PM DM nl e n. Crowowdi 
Ate 0 SourewaA 1: OalnaiKd O Lnnpwy So 4; 
Peacetoven & Tefeaxnce a Hassocks 0\ 
Rmempr 3 IMMetewk 2; Mck 0 Bu>ee» HU T 
D. Wneteitead Rent LwQm PM DMdorc 
Ctetnam T 2 Thammmead T 0; 

Invfcte 3 Herns Bay 3. IMtaKue T 3 Tuntrtgp 
weds O. Itallen C op Qtrertsr^lnni second 
tag Laza 0 imemazoraie 1 (Bern. 32>. 
reternstenokr ute 2-1 on «grngaB. Spanisli 
041 Third round second leg vacnca 1 
[Uarnne: og. 45' Real Owedo 0. Valencia i no 
21 on aggfCSBte. 

QUAUFYM6 DRAW FOR 199S WORLD CUP 
ASIA Wrac quaCHoreplu* one teem kite ptay- 
oH vite Beeeela Manei) Phet rewd reacn 
k> flw* own giUNn of rtayr. Group U Saua Afir- 
du. Malaysia. Bangtnoesh. Tatasa Group 2: Iran, 
5 no. MaWK bwxa, Nr0imur>.Areup3:Unii- 
Ed Aim Emaes, Bohran, Jsrfaa Creep 4=tewm, 
Oman, UtpsL Macao. Group 5: UaeMstan. kv 
doncse. Tonan. CotwkJw. Group 8: Soufi Ho- 
rea. Trjdarfl, hone Ikm Graqi 7: nuneo. 
irearert Smcnoort Group 8: Cfina. Tiakmencaan. 
VkWam, lajhston. Group !h irao. Kntktepn, 7 bi<- 
5 tsr\. Croup 1ft Qarar. Sc Larfca 
Sacood roomt Grouo wnren m ot nrwn imo wo 
pouw Ore. Top nm n cocfi teamd rauno pen;' 
*iaMy sens -fnah. SrenMhiais: T«o quaMy fer 
finals In Ftence. Tno tows take sort « piaynjfl. 
Winner ol pi*HiHqua»H fcrtkwls, UsergSKmo 
piayHJtrwnrOcaaiO renrer. 

OCEANIA {one leant Mo ptay-ort vrttb fourth 
Uaetenn lor pbaeou finals) Rrtf round Itopje 

SKtaote MsianasMn Group: Papia Ncv Guinea. 
Saoreon Boras, vanunu. Potynesteo Group: 
CMkBlanda.Ton^lAtaEtEmSarw0. Meknewn 
Greup iwiner quMEaS hr sauna mute al«<'»l» 

nnner of m^offtenrew Mstaneson Group run- 
mis eat ftflnesttn Grow Second maid 

Ife^tc wsonih Gnma OnK Auwaid, Tteti, plA 

unmrr a MtUrtMian-ftUynetan pia^nfl. Qnxip 
Ta« New Solano. Fp. plus seiner oiLtelarieaan 


aslating. What he Ls dictating is 
which players can come into the 
game and how they do so." 

This, it should be noted, is 
what the Second Division can do 
for you. However mortified 
McGeechan may have been to 
have made the drop, he cannot 
deny that playing inferior oppo- 
sition - or playing Fust Division 
rugby in the Second Division, as 
he prefers to style it - has been 
a liberation, collectively for his 
team and personally for "Grayson 
and Dawson. 

There is no special signifi- 
cance. but it is a curiosity even 
so. that Dawson's problem, just 
like his background, was the op- 
posite of Grayson's. Where 
McGeechan wanted Grayson, 
the rugby convert, to do more 
he wanted Dawson, with rugby 
in his blood, lo do less. So it hi 
come to pass. 

“When you are not playing 
regularly you don't get into a 
rhythm." and with Matt that 
hampered any progress of any 
significance. His talent was ob- 
vious to me as soon as I arrived 
at the club but sometimes when 
you gel talented players they try 
io do too much too often. It is 
a different kind of confidence 
to be able to do the right thing 
at the right time." 

Dawson has been compared 
by Bryan Williams, the Samoan 
coach, with Nick Farr-Jones no 
less, and if he develops into any- 
thing like the player the great 
Australian was. then England 
will have a genius on their 
hands. Place a version of An- 
drew Mehrtens outside him 
and suddenly you have half- 
backs to d ie for. 


Group. ItiM round: Miner Group One v winner 
Group Two. Mmer into o ay-off wnn fttotfi Asan 

Mam 

NORTH AND CENTRAL AJWBHCA (three ouaC- 
fiere) Caribbean none, first round A Auto- v 
Dominican RepuDHc: B Banamas v Si KTOS and 
Neva: C Guyana u Grenada: D Domnaa » Anugua. 
B ac o ad round: 1 Berniuoa u Tnrvdau and Tooa- 
tff. 2 Puerto fbco V Si Vincent 3 Cayman Wona- 
• Cura: 4 Wmer B v 51 Lucia: E rnmnd C r Haflc 
8 Surinam v Jamaica: 7 Winner Cl v BeRraor. B 
■wmer A v Newananas Antes. Ttdrd round Teams 
drawn inn pairs ante winners lAJi.C.Di ffwig into 
umi-tmal pnase. Winners quafty 4>r 'jmrflnm 
Dfiast Central American zona: E rburesua v 
Guatemala: F B attar v Panama. Winners ouiK 
tty semyTmi pita se Saad-flnal pkaw: Group 

1 Urteo Sates. Coca HJra. wimei E. wirna- D: 
Oraup 2 Canada, D Safcaoor. wmne» A. arnner 
F; Group 3 Mroco. Hontera^. vmna B. wnrer 
C. Top imo in ea* pnwj go «ite final phase neagye 
ivsfon). Tee wwemfina prase onWy tor bnois. 
South America on ifrur m S ere plus Bra/d 
wnoOiaerauavnaiEri^ascriampmij. 

Boimb, Chile. Colomtw. EaBax. Paraguv Peru. 
Uruguay Venautla piav m singw group 
ftoague *«tore/. Ter wur quality to finals. 
AFRICA 0h« quolflera) Cxnenwc. Ncoiu. L©pt 
and Worom ewrat fiom first nura. find naaut 
Sudan k Zamrea: tamma i- Maawrtopja: Tanzania 
vGiwnaiSaeaMv&tooixliBiraavAnajtcMsu- 
mnis v Za«e; Malew v £«.rf i Attica; Madagascar * 
Intnture Guraa^ssau * Ctmea: Raora n Tmsss 
Cflnei vfiffyCwsC bpya v Alpena; BuArt* ,S*» 
ra Leone; Manana » Bimta Faso: Tepo v Sene- 
ga: Gamoa vbaera. Second round: Fjis-nmi 
wlreicni cha canior a n. Mggia. CgypraraUproc- 
to wfl tie i2awn bar into fire pace, a: tru had 
group vtotvnauaifyeig tor drat 


Ice hockey 

NHL- Honda 3 NY Istanotre 1, Montreal 6 
Winnipeg 5, Deowi 5 9 Leras 2, San jose 
2 Ottawa L 


Rugby Union 

TUEQMJTS LATE RESULTS: CIS Insurance Se- 
ries Tour Metctc Enpano A 55 western Samoa 
0 tflt Gaimlinad stodrutoi Urnererty Mutch: Oi 


SA deters 
foreign 
players 

The South African Rugby Foot- 
ball Union, which is hoping to 
prevent northern hemisphere 
players from heading south in 
their off-season, has decided 
foreigners must wait six months 
before joining provincial sides. 

The move, agreed to at a 
weekend executive committee 
meeting, means few foreign 
players would compete in South 
Africa's Currie Cup provincial 
competition in 1996. Several, in- 
cluding Thierry Lacroix anil 
Olivier Roumal, played for 
South African sides this year, 
the two Frenchmen proving 
crucial to Natal's victorious 
Currie Cup campaign. In future, 
they uoutd have "to wait six 
months front their date of ar- 
rival in South Africa. 

The decision, which followed 
a recommendation by the In- 
ternational Rugby Football 
Board, also included imposing 
a limit of two foreign players on 
each provincial side. 

Sarfii's chief executive, Ed- 
ward Griffiths, said the new 
regulations were designed to 
discourage so-called “12-month 
players" who get a foil year of 
rugby by moving between the 
northern and southern hemi- 
spheres. "Any player who plays 
under the auspices of any other 
natfonal union - with the ex- 
ception of Namibia and Zim- 
babwe - after 1 January 1996. 
must stand down for a period of 
ISO days before being eligible to 
play any provincial or interna- 
tional niebv under the auspices 
of Sarfu," Griffiths said. 

Bath haw appointed the for- 
mer England flanker John Hall 
as their first full-time director 
of rugby'. So far this season, he 
has not been paid for his man- 
agerial efforts, but the dub's 
management committee have 
decided lo change that. 

A spokesman for Bath. Ken 
Johnstone, said: “They were 
unanimous in their decision to 
make this appointment. John 
Hall now takes responsibility for 
all aspects of playing activity." 

Hall. 33. captained Bath to 
three trophies in two seasons, 
hut he retired at the end of Iasi 
season, after missing the Pijk- 
inglon Cup final with a knee in- 
jury that cost him numerous 
England appearances. 

Rated the top flanker in 
England for a decade, he won 
only 21 caps after making his in- 
ternational debut in 1984. 


TODAY'S 

NUMBER 


79 


The number of league and 
cup matches that the English 
volleyball champions, Mizuno 
Malory Lewisham, have re- 
mained unbeaten, setting a 
new British record. Their last 
defeat was at Liverpool two 
and a half years agp. 


loro 19 C^rebnoge 21 iJt Twcfcennarni. Under- 
2X IntecnoCkuiBh England Cl Swtanc 18 :ai 
Gaiasnaad eotlunK Unrier-21 University Match: 
OtfonJ 13 Ceirtnige 3 lai The Sioopi. Hdneken 
Cup Pool K Toulouse 18 Btnerjm Trevi» 9. 
Heuvehon League FH DMakw: SwjreiM 26 
Llanerif 20. cs$ County Chonqnonship: North- 
ern Group: Lancaster 23 Otesrere 22 i01 L>»- 
wpw Si Helens i Ctub Matciroar. Soj’ji Waies 
Poace 94 Mcumen Asti 22. 


Table tennis 

EUROPEAN LEAGUE SUPER DIVISION [HeM- 
togft) Men: Eatfnd 3 Germouy 4 ifnrfsn ruree- 
6su. C»*n Xh*us hi R Prause 15-21 21 13 
21- 18: A coote AW 10 J RKSiasc 21-14 21-1 4; 
M Swans feanei 2119 13-21 2lli. Cwm.- 
and A £«Jun lota io ftos'.W Ana Fecne* 21 -23 
12-21. Uto" ' os to fiossAopf 21-16 16-21 
9-2l: Sre<3 n FW* 22-30 21-12; CooLe tar. 
to Fetato 12-21 13 Womere Enitand 0 Gte - 

many 4. L Lomas tost io u S'rose 12-21 21-13 
21-19: A 8ioc tasi »J Sehopo 21-8 21 -6: A Mon 
too toO Nents 2l lS 21-19. umvn aid Ho^ 
lost to Suuse end E SohaB 13-21 16-21. 


Football 

7.30 untess sraetr 

FA CUP SECOND-ROUND REPLAYS 
Brighton v Fulham (7.45) 


Grinesend v Cfnderfbnl (7.45) 


FA YOUTH CUP Second roond replay: 
£aaH{^ v Ptymouih Aigyte. 

PONT1NS LEAGUE Frit Dmifon: Man- 
cresier United v OKJham t7.0). 

AVON INSURANCE COMBINATION Second 
DMelore Torquay v Bnrnmpurr: fT.Gi. 

Other sports 

EQUESTRIANISM: Oiymoa Sha--' Jun-.png 
Cnanio«onEh(p& tUndarv. 

ICE SKATING: Nuiraswei Challenge ol 
Ctuinpions iLonoon Arena,. 

SWIMMING: Urate Ben's Mnler Catena? 
vFtoMs re* gf, Shefliekfi. 






v 
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KEN JONES: The boxer who believes he can beat Tyson 26 
DEREK PRINGLE: Why Atherton is watching, th e weather 26 % ^ 





challenge 



Front crawl: John Crawley, the 24-year-old Lancashire batsman who starts the third lest against South Africa at No 3, relaxes fn the Durban sunshine ye s terd ay 


Cricket 


John Crawley faces his tough- 
est challenge yet after forcing 
himself back into England's 
Tfest team. One by one, the 
Lancashire batsman has tack- 
• led problems which were 
threatening to keep him 

among, international cricket’s 

also-rans. 

He is fitter than ever before, 
having lost a stone in weight 
since last winter's Ashes tour 
of Australia. He is quicker 
and more agile in: the held af- 
ter following a rigorous train- 
ing routine. His technique at 
the crease appears much 
tighter, with a heavy emphasis 
on playing straight and there- 
by diminating as many risks as 
possible. 

But now all that hard work is 
about to be given its sternest ex- 
amination over five days at 
Kingsmead as England and 
South Africa meet in the third 
Tfest which could shape this 
winter's five-match senes. 

For Crawley, though, the 
real task starts here. Barring a 
last-minute change of mind, the 
24-year-old win bat at No 3 - 
a position made available once 
more by Mark Ramprakash's 
failure underpressure. “If they 
are good enough they can do 
it,” Ray Illingworth, the chair- 
man of selectors, said when 
asked whether it was wise to en- 
trust such a key position to the 
squad’s most inexperienced 
batsman - and one, who after 
nine Tfest appearances, averages 
only 22. 

“John has worked very hard 
on his fitness and his fielding 
since last winter. It has been a 
tremendous effort And, as a 
batsman, when lie gets in he’s 
Photograph: Lawrence Griffiths/Emplcs got great concentration." 


Venables set for extended contract 



;; ^tivists 
*; incite nt 


Football 


Terry Venables looks ready to 
accept the challenge of leading 
England through a daunting 
1998 'World Cup mission. 

And the extension to the na- 
tional coach's current contract 
could be in place by the time he 
heads the new year delegation 
to Rome to map out the qual- 
ifying programme. 

The Football Association 
confirmed talks will take place 
either side of Christmas - bar- 
ring any devastating develop- 
ments from Venables’ 
courtroom appearance this 
week - and the former Totten- 


ham manager said: “It will be 
helpful for both sides to have it 
settled.” 

It will not be easy negotiat- 
ing a fixture timetable to ease 
England’s challenge against 
World Cup runners-up Italy, old 
enemy Poland and the former 
Soviet republics ofGeorgia and 
Moldova. 

But Venables’ immediate 
concern is Sunday's second big 
draw in Birmingham which will 
set out his European Champi- 
onship ta^ for wnidi he was ini- 
tially appointed. 

Once that is known, he will 
look to the FA to give him a high 
quality build-up to next sum- 
mer’s finals, with so far only 


Croatiapendlled in for a V/em- 
bley visit in ApriL 

“A team like Croatia will be 
top class opposition, and we 
have several teams who want to 
play us. I do not think we will 
be spoilt for choice. 

“I want to wait for the draw 
on Sunday before we make any 
decisions, but whatever that 
does we want the best to play 
against Teams like Portugal 
are a great test for us." 

Croatia have offered Bosnia 
the use of their stadiums after 
the two former Yugoslav re- 
publics were grouped together 
alongside Slovenia in the qual- 
ifying competition for the 1998 
World Cup. 
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ACROSS 

I A Nineties person (12) 

S Is a name forgotten by 

one with this? (7) 

9 A purge for actors? Non- 
sense! (7) 

II A little bit of noise I al- 
most always accept (7) 

12 Part of record is poetry 
(7) 

13 For instance, deposit 
money? (5) 

14 Leadmg Sixties car mod- 
el*?) 

16 Reject token appeal by 
communist (9) 

19 Tooth-deaner for use af- 
ter candy? (5) 

21 Antipodean’s work earns 
enormous amount of 
money (7) 


23 A job for the French 
teacher (7) 

24 This grid’s dear and 

sound as a beU! (7) 

25 TS Eliot composed for 
ladies and gentlemen (7) 

26 Speaker one gets true 
control over (12) 

DOWN 

1 Puzzle with a minus sign 


7 Could be a pair of 1 
acr oss’s in the dub ' 
(53,4) 

IQ An aid to producing ulti- 
mately less watery beers? 


2 Sodium smell’s be ginning 
to develop (7) 

3 Barrow's endosure? (9) 

4 Verne’s novel may cause 
you to lose yours (5) 

5 Standard rake has metal 
in it (7) 

6 “I — announces right- 
winger, being filled with 
lust (7) 


15 Two animals and I reach 
the speed of light as a re- 
sult of this purgative! (9) 

17 Lessen the odds of tiny 
horse that’s running (7) 

18 Worked up? Take a 

break! I have (7) 

19 Duke embraces my shop- 


20 Vfeather for old-fash- 
ioned clothes (7) 

22 Bump into bigshot (5) 


“We are pleased that the 
Slovene and Bosnian squads 
have been drawn in the same 
group, as both of them are our 
neighbours," Ante Pavlovic, 
the Croatian federation, sec- 
retary, said . 

“If they were to meet any 
problems daring the World 
Cup regarding foe playing of 
matches in Bosnia-Heizegov- 
ina, we are offering them oar 
stadiums, although we have 
heard that they already have a 
standing arrangement with 
Italy." 

the three westernmost states 
of foe former Yugoslavia have 
friendly relations. Slovenia have 
kept out of the wars which 


have ravaged other parts of the 
country since it broke up. The 
other teams in the group are 
Greece and Denmark, whose 
captain, Michael Laudrup, was 
unimpressed with themake-up 
of the group. 

"The draw is the worst imag- 
inable for Denmark. Croatia 
worry me especially. We could 
have done without them. They 
are at the moment one of Eu- 
rope’s very best teams." 

But Bo Johansson, who takes 
over from current national 
trainer Richard Moeller 
Nielsen after this summer's Eu- 
ropean Championship finals, 
was philosophical. 

“I am happy and optimistic 


about the draw, ft is obvious that 
Denmark and Croatia must be 
favourites for qualification, bnt 
a lot can happen between now 
and 1997” 

Birmingham captain Liam 
Daish is protesting his inno- 
cence after being baixed from 
playing in foe remainder of 
this season’s Anglo-Italian Cup. 

Daish has been excluded 
from the competition while in- 
vestigations continue into an 
alleged assault on Ancona 
coach Massimo Cacciatori in 
an explosive tie in Italy last 
month. 

Cacciatori spent twoweeks in 
hospital after suffering a frac- 
tured cheekbone and a gash be- 


low his left eye. The case is be- 
ing investigated by foe Italian 
judiciary.' 

But Daish is angry foal no ac- 
tion has been taken against 
Cacciatori who is alleged to 
have entered the pitch during 
foe game and attacked several 
Birmingham players. 

Daish said: “I accept the fact 
that I can’t play in foe compe- 
tition but I do not accept any 
guilt and I am disappointed that 
nothing has been said about foe 
Ancona coach. 

“It could have been me or 
PaulTkit who ended up in hos- 
pital after what happened that 
night Yet as far as I know, foe 
same coach will be in the dug- 


out when Ancona play at Luton 
tonight 

“Has Cacciatori been cleared 
of any blame? I’d like to know. 
I wiH sit outlay suspension be- 
cause the competition has to 
come first but I am innocent” 

The deration to suspend 
Daish followed a meeting of the 
the organising committee in 
London yesterday. 

The competition is self-con- 
tained as far as disciplinary 
matters axe concerned - red and 
yellow cards do not court to- 
wards domestic matches - but 
reports on the 15 November af- 
fair could still be forwarded to 
foe respective national associ- 
ations for further action. 


Bolton try to prise Jess from Aberdeen 


ALAN NIXON 


Bolton are to offer Aberdeen 
£l-5m for their Scotland at- 
tacker Eoin Jess. The struggling 
Premiership club have been 
watching Jess all season. 

Jess has been in stunning 
form, scoring regularly from 
midfield, although he also plays 


up front. Aberdeen value him 
at more than £2m, but as his 
contract runs out at foe end of 
the season, they may wish to 
cash in now. Jess has also been 
watched by Sheffield Wednes- 
day and Leeds, who could make 
counteroffers. 

Bolton's management team 
of Rcry McFarland and Colin 
Ibdd have spent £5m this sea- 


son but there is more money 
available to them. Bolton are 
quietly optimistic because Ab- 
erdeen have signed Dean Win- 
dass from Hull City as a. 
potential replacement for Jess. 


Darlington’s highly rated cen- 
tre-back Sean Gregan to replace 
Chris Coleman. Palace’s chair- 
man, Ron Noades, has agreed 


a £250,000 deal with foe Third 
Division dub. 

Grogan will be allowed to 
leave because Darlington are in 
financial trouble despite selling 
a handful of players (his season. 
He wiD join Phi ace this week for 
a couple of days’ training, while 
he completes a suspension. 

Pfeter .SchmeicheL, who has 
missed Manchester United’s last 


two games after an elbow oper- 
ation, hopes to be fit fix- Sunday’s 
Premiership match a gain.q Liv- 
erpool. He had not been ex- 
pected to play before Christmas. 

“HI be working really hard this 
week and hopefoDy HI be able 
to play, although there is a rids 
of mating the injury worse. I 
don’t want to play and ruin the 
next five games,” he said. 


Rowell forces I 
to watch video 


Rugby Union 

TIM GLOVER 

If England lose to Western 
Samoa at Tvickenham on Sat- 
urday it will be their fourth de- 
feat in a row. Jack RoweiL the 
England coach, did oot need re- 
minding. “I know," Rowell said, 
somewhat sniffily. “I trained as 
an accountant” 

To prevent such a dfeb&de, 
foe squad have been given ex- 
tra homework, adopting foe 
role of film critic. 

England have used videos be- 
fore bar now they have gone for 

foe peisonal touch. FbDowing the 
34-14 defeat against South Africa 

given a video of his^Ddivtf ual 
performance and told to watch 
foe film at home. For most of 
them it would have made un- 
comfortable viewing, almost akin 
to a horror movie. At least that 
is how Rowefl saw iL "This time 


Vfe were hi ghly motivated but we 
didn’t follow the game plan. 


DE ROCHAS 

POUR 


Rowell kept referring to the 
game plan and seemed to be at 
a loss to understand how Eng- 
land foiled to follow it against foe 
Springboks. "England have got 
to get p,” Rowell said- “Wfc have 

got to find out who's running and 
who’s walking, mentally and 
physically. The stop-start game 
has been rapidly outmoded since 
foeWbdd Cup and either we get 
into it or we are going to be left 
behind. England owes the nation 
a big one on Saturday. They owe 
themselves a big one,” 

England have been working 
oa taxiing; scrummaging almost 


nasties 

respect," he said- “Their running A -t* . 

backs are equivalent-tothebest w i, ■ 

of New Zealand and they have t)'!| * ' 


beefed up their forwaj 
Ova the weekend 


sure work,” Rowell said, “to ex- 
purgate foe high error rate." So 
xt is bads; to the game plan and 
ftoweD admitted thatalotwOl de- 
pend on the new half-backs, 
Paul Grayson and Matt Dawson. 
"Oar kick-offs were lamentable 


with a video of their perfor- 
mance. It is called notations! 
analysis and foe idea is borrowed 
from American football. “It’s 
better than just looking at cold 
statistics," Rowell said. “The 
videos are designed to help, to 
show foe players exactly what 
they are doing, in foe game.” 

However, Rowell agreed that 
E n gland, who trained yesterday 
without the captain, Win ra Hfno 
who has a cold, could have their 
focus blurred by the uncertain- 
ty sunoundmgplayotf contracts. 

"There are thine floating 
around inplayets’ minds,” Row- 
ell said. ‘The/re thinking if I sen 
this will there be something big- 
ger around foe corner? Should 
my lawyer see it.” 

The RFU could respond, of 
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